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The anti-skeptical relativism and self-conscious rhetoric of the pragmatist
tradition, which began with the Older Sophists of Ancient Greece and
developed through an American tradition including William James and John
Dewey, have attracted new attention in the context of late twentieth-century
postmodernist thought. At the same time there has been a more general
renewal of interest across a wide range of humanistic and social science
disciplines in rhetoric itself: language use, writing and speaking, persuasion,
figurative language, and the effect of texts. This book, written by leading
scholars, explores the various ways in which rhetoric, sophistry, and
pragmatism overlap in their current theoretical and political implications, and
demonstrates how they contribute both to a rethinking of the human sciences
within the academy and to larger debates over cultural politics.
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General editors

RICHARD MACKSEY, The Johns Hopkins University
and MICHAEL SPRINKER, State University of New York at Stony Brook

The Cambridge Literature, Culture, Theory series is dedicated to theoretical studies in
the human sciences that have literature and culture as their object of enquiry.
Acknowledging the contemporary expansion of cultural studies and the redefinitions
of literature that this has entailed, the series includes not only original works of literary
theory but also monographs and essay collections on topics and seminal figures from
the long history of theoretical speculation on the arts and human communication
generally. The concept of theory embraced in the series is broad, including not only
the classical disciplines of poetics and rhetoric, but also those of aesthetics, linguistics,
psychoanalysis, semiotics, and other cognate sciences that have inflected the
systematic study of literature during the past half century.
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