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Mimesis, with its connecting concepts of imitation, simile and similarity, has been
cited since classical times in the exploration of the relationship between art and reality.
In this major study Arne Melberg discusses the theory and history of mimesis through
narratological analysis of texts by Plato, Cervantes, Rousseau, and Kierkegaard.
Moving away from the relatively straightforward " representation of reality” ideas in
Erich Auerbach’s Mimesis (1946), Melberg brings the concept of mimesis into the
context of the literary theories of de Man and others. Theories of mimesis is a
strenuously argued account of language and time, charting the movement of mimesis
from the Platonic philosophy of similarity to modern ideas of difference.
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and MICHAEL SPRINKER, State University of New York at Stony Brook

The Cambridge Literature, Culture, Theory series is dedicated to theoretical studies in
the human sciences that have literature and culture as their object of enquiry.
Acknowledging the contemporary expansion of cultural studies and the redefinitions
of literature that this has entailed, the series includes not only original works of literary
theory but also monographs and essay collections on topics and seminal figures from
the long history of theoretical speculation on the arts and human communication
generally. The concept of theory embraced in the series is broad, including not only
the classical disciplines of poetics and rhetoric, but also those of aesthetics, linguistics,
psychoanalysis, semiotics, and other cognate sciences that have inflected the
systematic study of literature during the past half century.
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