
This book presents Edwardian entertainment and the Edwardian
entertainment industry as parts of a vital but troubled era whose
preoccupations and paranoias mirror those of our own age.
Responding to the Edwardian stage as a social, economic and
cultural phenomenon, it takes as its province broad patterns of
theatrical production and consumption, focussing upon the
economics of theatre management, the creation of new audiences,
the politics of playgoing and the emergence of popular forms of
entertainment such as variety theatre, sensation melodrama, the
stage musical and the cinema. Employing new methodologies
from allied disciplines contributors offer fresh insights into topics
as diverse as music hall cross-dressing, the rise of musical comedy
and the vexed relationship between theatre practice and suffrage
politics. The book, with illustrations from the period, will be of
interest to students and scholars of theatre and performance
history, social history, cultural studies, women's studies and
English literature, as well as to general readers.
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