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Dr Whittle reviews the latest archaeological evidence on Neolithic Europe
from 7000 to 2500 Bc. Describing important ateas, sites and problems, he
addresses the major themes that have engaged the attention of scholars: the
transition from a forager lifestyle; the rate and dynamics of change; and the
nature of Neolithic society. He challenges conventional views, arguing that
Neolithic society was rooted in the values and practices of its forager prede-
cessors right across the continent. The processes of settling down and
adopting farming were piecemeal and slow. Only gradually did new attitudes
emerge, to time and the past, to the sacred realms of ancestors and the dead,
to nature and to the concept of community.

Unique in its broad and up-to-date coverage of long-term processes of
change on a continental scale, this completely rewritten and revised version
of Whittle’s Neolithic Europe: a survey reflects radical changes in the evidence
and in interpretative approaches over the past decade.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521449205
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-44920-5 — Europe in the Neolithic
Alasdair W. R. Whittle

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE WORLD ARCHAEOLOGY

EUROPE IN THE NEOLITHIC

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521449205
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-44920-5 — Europe in the Neolithic

Alasdair W. R. Whittle
Frontmatter
More Information

CAMBRIDGE WORLD ARCHAEOLOGY

Editor:
NORMAN YOFFEE, Museum of Anthropology, University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor

Editorial board:

sUSAN ALcock, Department of Classical Studies, University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor

CHRIS GOSDEN, Pitt-Rivers Museum, Oxford

TOM DILLEHAY, Department of Anthropology, University of Kentucky

CARLA M. SINOPOLI, Museum of Anthropology, University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor

The Cambridge World Archacology series is addressed to students and pro-
fessional archaeologists, and to academics in related disciplines. Each
volume presents a survey of the archaeology of a region of the wotld, pro-
viding an up-to-date account of research and integrating recent findings
with new concerns of interpretation. While the focus is on a specific region,
broader cultural trends are discussed and the implications of regional find-
ings for cross-cultural interpretations considered. The authors also bting
anthropological and historical expertise to bear on archaeological problems,
and show how both new data and changing intellectual trends in archaeol-
ogy shape inferences about the past.

Books in the series

RAYMOND ALLCHIN AND BRIDGET ALLCHIN, 7he rise of civilization in
India and Pakistan (1982)

DAVID PHILLIPSON, African archacology (1985)

ALASDAIR WHITTLE, Neolithic Enrope: a survey (1985)

CLIVE GAMBLE, he palacolithic settlement of Enrope (1986)

CHARLES HIGHAM, Archacology of mainland South East. Asia (1989)

SARAH MILLEDGE NELSON, The archaeology of Korea (1993)

DAVID PHILLIPSON, African archaeology (second revised edition) (1993)
OLIVER DICKINSON, The Aegean Bronze Age (1994)

KAREN OLSEN BRUHNS, Ancient South America (1994)

SE

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521449205
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-44920-5 — Europe in the Neolithic
Alasdair W. R. Whittle

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE WORLD ARCHAEOLOGY

EUROPE IN THE
NEOLITHIC

THE CREATION OF NEW WORLDS

ALASDAIR WHITTLE

School of History and Archaeology
University of Wales, Cardiff

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521449205
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-44920-5 — Europe in the Neolithic
Alasdair W. R. Whittle

Frontmatter

More Information

A

CAMBRIDGE

7 UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi — 110025, India
103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521449205

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 1996

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 1996
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication data
Whittle, A. W. R.
Europe in the Neolithic: the creation of new worlds / Alasdair
Whittle.
p. cm. - (Cambridge world archaeology)
Rev. edn of Neolithic Europe, 1985.
ISBN 0 521 44476 4 (hardcover). - ISBN 0 521 44920 0 (pbk)
1. Neolithic period-Europe. 2. Man, Prehistoric-Europe.
3. Europe-Antiquities. 1. Whittle, A. W. R. Neolithic Europe.
I1. Title. TII. Series.
GN776.2.A1W45 1966
936-dc20 95-12812 CIP

ISBN 978-0-521-44920-5 Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

Europe in the Neolithic: the creation of new worlds succeeds and replaces Neolithic
Europe: a survey by the same author (first published 1985; ISBN 0 521 24799 3
(hardback) and 0 521 28970 X (paperback))

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521449205
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-44920-5 — Europe in the Neolithic
Alasdair W. R. Whittle

Frontmatter

More Information

For Elisabeth

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521449205
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-44920-5 — Europe in the Neolithic

Alasdair W. R. Whittle
Frontmatter
More Information

10

CONTENTS

List of illustrations
Preface
Acknowledgements

The time of ancestors

Keeping the land: indigenous foragers, . 9000 to after 7000 BC

The first generations: south-east Europe, . 7000/6500-5500 BC

Old and new histories: south-east Europe, . 5500—4000 8c
Accents of change: south-east Europe, <. 4000-3000 BC

Longhouse lives: central and western Europe,
¢ 5500 to before 4000 BC

Unfair settlements and abstract funerals: central and western
Europe, «. 4000-2500 BC

One foot in sea: the central and west Mediterranean,
¢. 7000-5000 BC

The heart of the country: the central and west Mediterranean,
¢ 50002500 BC

The creation of new worlds
Notes

Bibliography
Index

Page x
Xiv
xvi

10
37
72

122
144
211
289

315
355
372

416
433

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521449205
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-44920-5 — Europe in the Neolithic
Alasdair W. R. Whittle

Frontmatter

More Information

ILLUSTRATIONS

1.1 The Grand Menkir Brisé, the former stone row and the restored Table

des Marchand at Locmariaquer, Morbihan, Brittany. 2
2.1 Hearth and birch mat at Duvensee 13. 11
2.2 Simplified location map of the principal sites discussed in chapter 2. 12
2.3 'The aurochs skeleton from Prejlerup. 14
2.4 Excavations at the high-altitude rockshelter, Balma Margineda. 18
2.5 Features in the Mesolithic deposits at the Grotta dell’ Uzzo. 20
2.6 The setting of the Franchthi Cave, from the Palaeolithic into the
Neolithic period. 22
2.7 Simplified location map of the principal sites in the Danube Gorges. 25
2.8 Notth-eastern part of Lepenski Vir L. 26
2.9 Mesolithic features at Noyen-sur-Seine. 30
2.10 Excavation of the stratified lake-edge deposits at Friesack. 32
3.1 The Karanovo tell. 38
3.2 Houses and other features in building phase III, Karanovo II. 39
3.3 Simplified location map of the principal sites discussed in
chapters 3-5. 41
3.4 Simplified outline chronology for the areas discussed in chapters 3-5. 42
3.5 Structure 65 of Lepenski Vir Ib. 45
3.6 The distribution of Kords culture sites in part of the Hungarian
plain. 48
3.7 The setting and stratigraphy of Platia Magoula Zarkou. 51
3.8 Houses and other structures at Achilleion. 56
3.9 Red-painted clay models of structures from Crannon and Myrrini,
Karditsa, Thessaly. 59
3.10 Two phases of structures at Nea Nikomedeia. 60
3.11 Painted red-on-white wates from Thessaly and central Greece. 63
3.12 Clay figurines from Achilleion. 65
4.1 Tiszapolgar graves in the cemetery at Tiszapolgar-Basatanya. 74
4.2 Part of the Tiszapolgir phase atea of the cemetery at
Tiszapolgar-Basatanya. 75
4.3 Section through the tell at Karanovo. 77
4.4 Simplified plan of Dimini. 80
4.5 House model and figurines from Platia Magoula Zarkou. 88
4.6 Successive levels and rebuildings at Ovcarovo. 91

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521449205
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-44920-5 — Europe in the Neolithic

Alasdair W. R. Whittle
Frontmatter
More Information

4.7
4.8
4.9
4.10
4.11
412
4.13
4.14
4.15

4.16

4.17
4.18

5.1
52
5.3

5.4
5.5
5.6
6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5

6.6
6.7
6.8
6.9
6.10
6.11
6.12

6.13
6.14
6.15
6.16
6.17
6.18
6.19

List of illustrations

Simplified plan of level 4 at Durankulak.

Objects from the ‘cult scene’ in level IX, Ovcarovo.

Cenotaphs or empty graves at Varna, during excavation.
Figurines from Vinca.

Inscribed clay discs from Tartaria, Kurilo and Gradeshnitsa.
The setting and possible structure of Selevac.

Structures and other features from three successive levels at Opovo.
Houses from Tisza and Herpély culture sites.

Details of excavated structures at Berettyéujfalu—Herpaly and
Hoédmezévasarhely—Gorsza.

Tisza culture seated figurines from Hédmezdvasarhely—
Kokénydomb.

Vinca pottery from Anza.

The development of heavy copper tools through the phases of the
Copper Age in Bulgaria.

Cattle and human burials from Alsénémedi.

Cup in the form of a wheeled vehicle, from Szigetszentmarton.
Baden culture cremation urns in anthropomorphic form, from
Center near Ozd, northern Hungary.

Selection of pottery from Sitagroi phase IV.

Dniepr—Donets culture collective butials in pit 3 at Nikolskoye.
Simplified plan of the Sredny Stog occupation at Dereivka.
The development of settlement in the Merzbachtal.

Simplified location map of the principal sites discussed in chapter 6.
Simplified outline chronology for the areas discussed in chapters 6-7.

Grave X, from Skateholm II.

The changing coastline of the Baltic in successive phases, with
significant contemporary sites.

Plan of an earliest LBK house at Frankfurt—Niedereschbach.
LBK houses under excavation at Bylany.

Wooden well from Erkelenz—Kiickhoven.

Selected phases of the settlement at Langweiler 8.

LBK artefacts from grave 83 at Elsloo.

Reconstructed positions of bodies in the grave at Talheim.
The distribution of obsidian and polished stone tools around the
longhouses at Olszanica.

Plan of the houses and enclosute at Darion.

Two phases of house 56, site 4, Brze$¢ Kujawski.

Late Lengyel culture graves from Brze$¢ Kujawski, site 4.

Late Lengyel houses within a ditch and palisade at Ostonki.
The Rossen culture site at Inden, Kr. Diiren.

Lengyel and Stichbandkeramik enclosures.

Inner ditch sections at Kiinzing—Unternberg,

xi

92
94
99
102
103
104
106
108

110

111
114

118
123
125

126
129
132
133
145
147
148
155

156
158
159
161
164
168
170

172
175
180
181
182
186
189
191

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521449205
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-44920-5 — Europe in the Neolithic

Alasdair W. R. Whittle
Frontmatter
More Information

Xii

6.20
6.21
6.22

7.1
7.2

7.3
7.4

7.5

7.6

7.7
7.8
7.9
7.10
7.11
7.12
7.13

7.14
7.15

7.16
7.17
7.18
7.19

7.20
7.21

7.22
7.23
7.24
7.25

7.26
7.27

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

Burial structures at Passy.

Ertebelle culture collective butrial at Streby Egede, Zealand.

Shell middens on the island of Oronsay, with suggested principal
seasons of occupation.

Globular Amphora human and cattle butials at Zlota.

Simplified location map of the principal sites discussed in
chapter 7.

Remains of houses at Thayngen-Weier.

Changes in house construction in south-west Germany, on a
dendrochronological scale.

The expansion of settlement in the Alpine foreland, from the LBK
to the Cortaillod—Pfyn cultures.

Reconstruction of the land-use cycle from evidence around
Hornstaad.

Continuation of the land-use cycle.

EN houses from Denmark.

Plan of the Coneybury ‘Anomaly’ pit.

View and detail of the Sweet Track.

Plan of house or communal building at Zeewijk East, West Frisia.
Two levels of burial structure I at Karmanovice.

Collective burials from the Baden culture (site phase IV) pit 36-B1
at Bronocice.

Mound 14 at Knowth.

Reconstruction of the menhir subsequently broken up and re-used
as capstones at Gavrinis and La Table des Marchand; simplified
plan of La Table des Marchand, the Grand Menbir Brisé, and the
dismantled stone row; reconstruction of the coastline contemporary
with Gavrinis and La Table des Marchand.

Plans of Breton, Normandy and Channel Island monuments.
The fagade of the monument at fle Carn, Ploudalmézeau.
Kujavian long mounds at Wietrzychowice and Sarnowo.
Disarticulated human remains in the south chamber at Hazleton
North.

Corded ware burials at Cachovice.

Late TRB or Walternienburg—Bernburg collective burials at
Nordhausen, central Germany.

Chalk-cut tombs at Razet, Marne.

Plan of the two phases of enclosute at Sarup.

Reconstruction view of the first phase at Sarup.

Reconstruction and interpretation of the causewayed enclosute at
Windmill Hill.

Nodule, cores, flakes and axes of banded flint from Krzemionki.
Hoard of thin-butted flint axes from Hagelbjerggaard, Zealand.

194
198

202
212

214
218

220

224

225
226
232
234
236
238
240

242
246

249
252
256
258

260
264

265
267
271
272

273
279
281

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521449205
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-44920-5 — Europe in the Neolithic

Alasdair W. R. Whittle
Frontmatter
More Information

7.28

7.29

8.1
8.2

8.3

8.4
8.5
8.6
8.7
8.8
8.9

9.1
9.2
9.3
9.4
9.5
9.6
9.7

9.8

9.9
9.10
9.11
9.12
9.13
9.14
9.15
10.1
10.2
10.3
10.4

List of illustrations

TRB pots from Denmark and Pitted Ware vessel and artefacts from
south Sweden.

Simplified distribution map of the Corded Ware and Yamnaya
complexes.

View of the Grotta dell’ Uzzo.

Simplified location map of the principal sites discussed in
chapters 8-9.

Simplified outline chronology for the areas discussed in

chapters 8-9.

The setting and plan of the enclosute at Passo di Corvo.

The enclosutres at Posta d’Innanzi and Fonteviva, and Tavernola.
Shell middens of the Muge valley in the Tagus estuary.
Impressed Ware pots from Piana di Curinga.

Impressed Ware pot from Cova de 'Or.

Painted scene, with human and animal figures and abstract motifs,
within the Grotta di Porto Badisco.

Reconstruction of the man in the ice.

Reconstruction and interpretation of the Brochtorff Circle.

Cell in the monumental shrine or temple at Mnajdra South.

Plan and sections of the shrines at Mnajdra.

Setting and plan of the enclosure at Boussargues.

Detail of wooden platform and hearth at Molino Casarotto.
Reconstruction of the second phase of monument MVT at Sion,
in the upper Rhéne valley.

Chasseen enclosure at Villeneuve-Tolosane.

The enclosure at Los Millares.

The enclosure at Zambujal.

Butial structures at Manerba.

Remedello grave 56.

Tomb 9 at Gaudo.

Anta Grande de Zambujeiro, Evora.

Anta do Brissos, Evora, remodelled as a chapel.

Generalising representation of selected trends, «. 6500-5500 BC.
Generalising representation of selected trends, . 5500—4500 BC.
Generalising representation of selected trends, . 4000-3000 Bc.
Generalising representation of selected trends, «. 3000-2500 Bc.

xiii

283

285
290

292

293
297
298
305
309
310

313
316
318
319
320
323
325

326
329
335
337
339
341
342
345
347
356
357
358
359

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521449205
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-44920-5 — Europe in the Neolithic
Alasdair W. R. Whittle

Frontmatter

More Information

PREFACE

The publishers of this series asked me for another edition of my Neolithic Eurape: a survey
(1985), and this is the result: a new book altogether. In it I try to characterise a way of life
rooted in the forager past, especially in its social values of sharing and integration, but dis-
tinguishable not only by material and economic changes but by new beliefs about descent,
beginnings and time: about the place of people in the scheme of things. If 1 give less
importance than many to some of the technological changes seen in the archaeological
record, I emphasise throughout the importance of long, slow, Neolithic histories.

This book is more selective than its predecessor. I say far less about research traditions
and conditions, and problems of chronology, except when they directly affect my narrative,
and I desctibe far fewer material sequences for their own sake. These matters have not
become less important, but both the specialist and the student interested in them will find
plenty of signposts to them in the references at the end of the book. In presenting a per-
sonal synthesis achieved through selection, I am not aiming to reflect orthodoxy or consen-
sus, even if such existed. I try to make it clear where I diverge from other possible versions
of Neolithic histories.

Where does Europe begin and end? My Europe in this book is a selection of places and
tegions from the wider area of modern political Europe. Some might extend Europe as far
east as the Urals. I cover selected aspects of Ukraine, and the river Daiepr is my effective
boundary. Though I wish I had more, I have little space for Byelorussia or the north-west
part of Russia. I discuss southern Scandinavia in some depth, but not the rest of the north.
In the heatt of central and western Europe, I have had to choose some areas for longer
treatment than others; I say little in detail about the upper Danube basin, for example, nor
about the catchment of the Seine: the Paris basin. In times later — and earlier — than the
Neolithic petiod, it would be quite arbitrary to separate the north African coast from the
Ibetian peninsula or the central Mediterranean; in the Neolithic I see a different kind of
development in north Africa, and in this instance it is convenient to follow the political
geography of modern or historical times. For lack of space, my treatment of the central
and west Mediterranean is briefer than the region deserves.

Not only is this Europe geographically very varied, but it has numbetless histories. In the
Neolithic petiod, thete were many Neolithics. Such diversity encourages me to select
themes and problems. I offer neither a handbook nor an encyclopaedia. I try first to
characterise the forager way of life, and then to examine the conditions in which new forms
of belief, social relations, matetial culture and subsistence were adopted. In neatly all areas,
I now believe that it was largely indigenous people who created Neolithic histories. Not
only was this process gradual in most regions, in no one region were its consequences quite
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Preface XV

the same. That is my justification, if such is needed, for selection. I recognise the sting in
Peter Levi’s dictum in 7he Hill of Kronos that ‘the naive and parasitical scholar with insuffi-
cient time to be thorough is like a greedy man without a tin opener’. I can only say that I
have opened many cans, and hope that the reader enjoys my arrangement of the resulting
heaps.

Interpretation is unavoidable, central, obligatory. There can be no retreat into descrip-
tion alone. I do not believe that the past exists only in the present, but the evidence from the
past that is available to us is the result of choices and interpretations (where to look, what to
excavate, how to record) in the first place. I make no claim that we can truly know what
went on in the Neolithic petiod. Would there not have been innumerable contemporary
ways of telling the same story, even in one region at one moment of time? The challenge is
to try to think imaginatively about other lives. Any book of this kind is really a prolonged
conditional sentence, an extended hypothetical argument. In the interests of readability, I
have tried to reduce the number of stated qualifications, but they should be taken as read
throughout.

I use calendrical chronology throughout, based on calibrated radiocarbon dates, and tree
ring dates where they are available. Radiocarbon dating is not precise. That is part of the
nature of a Neolithic narrative. The rich evidence also allows many other ways of telling,
The reader can decide which are most successful.
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