Cambridge University Press

0521448956 - Richard Wagner: Die Meistersinger von Nurnberg
John Warrack

Frontmatter

More information

Cambridge Opera Handbooks

Richard Wagner
Die Meistersinger von Niirnbery

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521448956

Cambridge University Press

0521448956 - Richard Wagner: Die Meistersinger von Nurnberg
John Warrack

Frontmatter

More information

Published titles

Alban Berg: Lulu by Douglas Jarman

Alban Berg: Wozzeck by Douglas Jarman

Hector Berlioz: Les Troyens by lan Kemp

Georges Bizet: Carmen by Susan McClary

Benjamin Britten: Billy Budd by Mervyn Cooke and Philip Reed

Benjamin Britten: Death in Venice by Donald Mitchell

Benjamin Britten: Peter Grimes by Philip Brett

Benjamin Britten: The Turn of the Screw by Patricia Howard

Claude Debussy: Pelléas et Mélisande by Roger Nichols and Richard
Langham Smith

C. W. von Gluck: Orfeo by Patricia Howard

Leo$ Janatek: Kdt'a Kabanovd by John Tyrrell

Claudio Monteverdi: Orfeo by John Whenham

W. A. Mozart: Die Entfiihrung aus dem Serail by Thomas Bauman

W. A. Mozart: Die Zauberflote by Peter Branscombe

W. A. Mozart: Don Giovanni by Julian Rushton

W. A. Mozart: Idomeneo by Julian Rushton

W. A. Mozart: La clemenza di Tito by John Rice

W. A. Mozart: Le nozze di Figaro by Tim Carter

Giacomo Puccini: La Bohéme by Arthur Groos and Roger Parker

Giacomo Puccini: Tosca by Mosco Carner

Richard Strauss: Arabella by Kenneth Birkin

Richard Strauss: Der Rosenkavalier by Alan Jefferson

Richard Strauss: Elektra by Derrick Puffett

Richard Strauss: Salome by Derrick Puffett

Igor Stravinsky: The Rake'’s Progress by Paul Griffiths

Giuseppe Verdi: Falstaff by James A. Hepokoski

Giuseppe Verdi: Otello by James A. Hepokoski

Richard Wagner: Die Meistersinger von Niirnberg by John Warrack

Richard Wagner: Parsifal by Lucy Beckett

Kurt Weill: The Threepenny Opera by Stephen Hinton

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521448956

Cambridge University Press

0521448956 - Richard Wagner: Die Meistersinger von Nurnberg
John Warrack

Frontmatter

More information

Richard Wagner

Die Messtersinger von
Niirnbery

JOHN WARRACK

i CAMBRIDGE

y UNIVERSITY PRESS

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521448956

Cambridge University Press

0521448956 - Richard Wagner: Die Meistersinger von Nurnberg
John Warrack

Frontmatter

More information

Published by the Press Syndicate of the University of Cambridge
The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Cambridge CB2 IrP

40 West 20th Street, New York, Ny 100114211, USA

10 Stamford Road, Oakleigh, Melbourne 3166, Australia

© Cambridge University Press 1994
First published 1994
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Library of Congress cataloguing in publication data

Warrack, John Hamilton. 1928-

Richard Wagner, Die Meistersinger von Nirnberg/ John Warrack.
p. cm. — (Cambridge opera handbooks)

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 0 521 44444 6 (hardback). — ISBN 0 521 44895 6 (paperback)

1. Wagner, Richard, 1813-1883. Meistersinger von Niirnberg.

1. Title. 1. Title: Meistersinger von Niirnberg. 111. Series.

ML410.w1A286 1994

782. 1 -dc20 93-39615 cip MN

1sBN 0 521 44444 6 hardback
ISBN 0 521 44895 6 paperback

Transferred to digital printing 2003

SN

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521448956

Cambridge University Press
0521448956 - Richard Wagner: Die Meistersinger von Nurnberg
John Warrack

Frontmatter
More information
Contents
List of plates page vi
General preface vii
Acknowledgments viii
Abbreviations viii
Composition and performance details ix
1 The sources and genesis of the text 1
2 Synopsis 38
3 Sachs, Beckmesser and Mastersong 49
4 Sachs and Schopenhauer by Lucy Beckett 66
5 Richard Wagner and Hans Sachs by Michael Tanner 83
6 Die Meistersinger: naive or sentimental art?
by Lucy Beckett 98
7  Wahn, words and music 111
8 Stage history by Patrick Carnegy 135
Appendices
I The Wahn monologue 153
II  Sachs’s final address 157
III The original Prize Song 159
Notes 163
Select bibliography 168
Index of names 173

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521448956

Cambridge University Press

0521448956 - Richard Wagner: Die Meistersinger von Nurnberg
John Warrack

Frontmatter

More information

Plates

1.1 The closing page of the first draft of the libretto,
25 January 1862 (reproduced by permission of the Nationalarchiv
der Richard-Wagner-Stiftung, Bayreuth). page 28

1.2 The closing page of the fair copy of the libretto,
31 January 1862 (reproduced by permission of B. Schott’s
Sohne). 30

3.1 Contemporary woodcut illustrating Hans Sachs’s poem

‘Die Wittenbergisch nachtigall’, captioned, ‘Ich sage euch/wa dise
schweygen/so werden die stein schreyen’ (‘I tell you that, if these
should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out’)
(Luke 19, v 40). 57

3.2 The first of the Vier gekronte Tone, in Heinrich

Miigling’s ‘long tone’, from Johann Christoph Wagenseil’s De
Sacri Rom. Imperii libera civitate Norinbergensi commentatio
(Altdorf, 1697). 64

8.1 Act 1 of Die Meistersinger, in the first Bayreuth
production (1888) (reproduced by permission of the
Nationalarchiv der Richard-Wagner-Stiftung, Bayreuth). 139

8.2 Act Il of Die Meistersinger, in Wieland Wagner’s first
Bayreuth production (1956) (reproduced by permission
of the Bildenarchiv, Bayreuther Festspiele). 145

8.3 The acclamation of Sachs (Hans Hotter) in Act III of
Wieland Wagner’s 1956 Bayreuth production (reproduced by
permission of the Bildenarchiv, Bayreuther Festspiele). 146

8.4 Wieland Wagner’s second Bayreuth production (1963): final
scene (reproduced by permission of the Bildenarchiv, Bayreuther
Festspiele). 148

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521448956

Cambridge University Press

0521448956 - Richard Wagner: Die Meistersinger von Nurnberg
John Warrack

Frontmatter

More information

General preface

This is a series of studies of individual operas, written for the serious
opera-goer or record-collector as well as the student or scholar. Each
volume has three main concerns. The first is historical: to describe
the genesis of the work, its sources or its relation to literary proto-
types, the collaboration between librettist and composer, and the
first performance and subsequent stage history. The history is itself
a record of changing attitudes towards the work, and an index of
general changes of taste. The second is analytical and it is grounded
in a very full synopsis which considers the opera as a structure of
musical and dramatic effects. In most volumes there is also a musical
analysis of a section of the score, showing how the music serves
or makes the drama. The analysis, like the history, naturally raises
questions of interpretation, and the third concern of each volume
is to show how critical writing about an opera, like production and
performance, can direct or distort appreciation of its structural
elements. Some conflict of interpretation is an inevitable part of
this account; editors of the handbooks reflect this — by citing classic
statements, by commissioning new essays, by taking up their own
critical position. A final section gives a select bibliography and
guides to other sources.
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ML R. Wagner, Mein Leben (Munich, 1911; ed. M. Gregor-
Dellin, 1963; trans. A. Gray, 1983)

SS R. Wagner, Samtliche Schriften und Dichtungen (ed. H. von
Wolzogen and R. Sternfeld, Leipzig, 6th edn, 1914)

WWV 1. Deathridge, M. Geck and E. Voss, Wagner Werk-
Verzeichnis (Mainz, 1986)
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Composition and performance details

The various drafts and copies of the text of Die Meistersinger
are referred to by the nomenclature established by J. Deathridge,
M. Geck and E. Voss (eds.), Wagner Werk-Verzeichnis (WWYV)
(Mainz, 1986), as follows (not every printing is listed).

Text I The prose draft of 1845. Reprinted Die Musik, 20/1
(1902), pp. 1799-809, including sketch, with commentary by R.
Sternfeld; Sdamtliche Schriften und Dichtungen (SS), X1 (1911),
344-55; trans. in R. Rayner, Wagner and ‘Die Meistersinger’
(Oxford, 1940), 16-24; M. Soden, Richard Wagner: ‘Die Meister-
singer von Niirnberg’ (Frankfurt, 1983), pp. 144-57; trans. J. Ennis
in Wagner, 8/1 (January 1987), pp. 13-22.

Text II The prose draft of 1861. Reprinted in Soden, Richard
Wagner, pp. 159-87; SS, XI, pp. 356-78; trans. J. Ennis in
Wagner, 9/3 (July 1988), pp. 106-15.

Text III Fair copy (1861), with some revisions, of Text II.
Reprinted in SS, X1, p. 379-94.

Text IV First draft of libretto (25 January 1862). Facsimile in
anon. [Bureau de dramaturgie de I'opéra national] (ed.), Richard
Wagner: ‘Die Meistersinger von Niirnberg’ (Brussels, 1985).

Text V Fair copy of libretto (31 January 1862). Facsimile in
E. Voss, Richard Wagner: ‘Die Meistersinger von Niirnberg’
(Mainz, 1983).

Text VI Second copy of libretto. Lost.

Text VII MS of five pages of drafts and alterations, principally
concerning the Prize Song.

Music composed April [862-September 1864 (with interruptions);
January—March 1866; May 186624 October 1877.

First performance, Munich, Kénigliches Hof- und National-
Theater, 21 June 1868, with Franz Betz (Hans Sachs), Kaspar
Bausewein (Pogner), Karl Samuel Heinrich (Vogelgesang), Eduard
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X Composition and performance details

Sigl (Nachtigall), Gustav Holzel (Beckmesser), Wilhelm Fisher
(Kothner), Weixlstorfer (Zorn), Eduard Hoppe (Eisslinger), Poppl
(Moser), Franz Thoms (Ortel), Grasser (Hans Schwarz), Hayn
(Hans Foltz), Franz Nachbaur (Walther), Max Schlosser (David),
Mathilde Mallinger (Eva), Sophie Diez (Magdalene), Ferdinand
Lang (Nightwatchman); sets Heinrich D&ll, Christian Jank, Angelo
Quaglio; conductor Hans von Biilow; producer Reinhard Hallwachs
under the general direction of Wagner.
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