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Based on a collective biography of nearly 700 participants in the
Great Migration, this book approaches the social history of
seventeenth-century New England in a new way. Unlike previ-
ous studies that have examined towns and their inhabitants,
New England’s Generation follows seven shiploads of emigrants
through the course of their lives in Old and New England. This
approach offers the most comprehensive view ever of the pat-
terns and functions of migration within the new settlements,
furnishes new insights into the formation of American Puritan
society and culture, and captures the dynamism of life within
the first generation of New England settlers.
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An earlier version of Chapter 1 appeared as “Migrants and Motives:
Religion and the Settlement of New England, 1630-1640,”
New England Quarterly, LVIII (1985), 339-83.
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