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Preface

The papers in this volume were originally presented at the Annual
Middlebury College Conference on Economic Issues, which was
funded by the Institute of Economic and Monetary Affairs. The insti-
tute has made it possible for Middlebury College to play a larger role
in the economics profession than most other undergraduate schools.
In doing so, it has exposed our students to a larger sense of economics
than would otherwise be possible. We at Middlebury are extremely
thankful to the institute for making that possible.

Running a conference is no easy task. Without the support of many
individuals it would be an impossible undertaking. Two people stand
out: Sheila Cassin, the Economics Department Secretary, and Helen
Reiff, who acted as conference coordinator and saw that all went
smoothly. They did the work and I took the credit: a simple arrange-
ment, the inequities of which I am quite aware. Here, in the preface,
which few read, I acknowledge my debt to them.

As you read the volume you will quickly see that this isn’t a mere
reprinting of conference papers. It’s a book that fits together like a puz-
zle. The puzzle took a while to solve and had me piecing parts together
- adding something here, subtracting something there - taking bits and
pieces of the conference transcripts and getting the authors to turn
them into full-blown papers. Doing so takes diplomacy (of which I
have little), effort (of which I have lots), and a background spanning
all of philosophy and the humanities. (My co-editor Bob Coats is
strong where I am weak and I sincerely appreciate his efforts in helping
me make the pieces of the puzzle fit together, even as he traveled the
globe.) We, with help from a reviewer, my Middlebury College Senior
Seminar on the Spread of Economic Ideas, and Helen Reiff, managed
to “sort of” fit the pieces together. I thank them heartily.

Once the pieces “sort of ” fit, the finishing crew came in. At Cam-
bridge, that included our editor, Ina Isobe, whose diplomacy and
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Xii Preface

charm rivals my co-editor’s, and our production editor, Louise Cala-
bro Gruendel, whom I thank profusely for a superb job of editing and
for keeping the book on schedule. Together with my personal editor,
Helen Reiff, who smoothed my rough edges and provided me with
general insights and specifics as well as an index, they made this into
a polished manuscript. The end result is a neat fit. I thank them all.

Middlebury College David C. Colander
Middlebury, Vermont
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