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Preface

This is the second volume of what is intended as a four-volume study
of the sources of social power. It delivers, however, only 63 percent of
the coverage promised in Volume I, ending in 1914, not in 1990, as I
announced there. Volume I will cover the twentieth century (perhaps
the whole century, by the time I finish). The theoretical conclusion to
The Sources of Social Power will be Volume IV. I hope all who have
expressed interest in my conclusions will still be around then.

I have worked on the research for this volume for more than a
decade, beginning in the mid-1970s, when I believed Sources would be
one normal-sized book. Over the years, I have benefited from the
labors, advice, and criticism of many. Roland Axtmann and Mark
Stephens helped me collect the comparative statistics in Chapter 11,
and Mark also aided me with Chapter 5. Jill Stein helped to collect
data on the French revolutionaries for Chapter 6. Ann Kane con-
tributed substantially to Chapter 19, as well as elsewhere, especially
Chapter 16. Marjolein 't Hart, John Hobson, and John B. Legler
showed me unpublished data for Chapter 11. Joyce Appleby and
Gary Nash set me almost straight about the American Revolution; Ed
Berenson and Ted Margadant, about the French Revolution; James
Cronin and Patrick Joyce, about British labor history; and Kenneth
Barkin and Geoff Eley, about German history. Christopher Dandeker
commented generously on Chapter 12; Ronen Palan, on Chapters 3,
8, and 20; and Anthony Smith, on Chapter 7. John Stephens was
extraordinarily helpful for Chapters 18 and 19. Randall Collins and Bill
Domhoff have been helpful in their responses to both volumes. I also
thank an anonymous reviewer of the first draft of this book. His or her
critique forced me to clarify some of my central ideas.

I thank the London School of Economics and Political Science and
the University of California at Los Angeles for providing me with
supportive working environments over the last decade. Both also
provided seminar series whose excellent discussions helped me clarify
many ideas. The LSE Patterns of History seminar flourished prin-
cipally because of the excitement provided by Ernest Gellner and John
A. Hall; the seminars of the UCLA Center for Social Theory and
Comparative History have depended especially on Bob Brenner and
Perry Anderson. My secretaries, Yvonne Brown in London and
Ke-Sook Kim, Linda Kiang, and Alisa Rabin in Los Angeles, have
treated me and my work perhaps better than we deserve.

I owe the greatest intellectual debt to John A. Hall, who has
continued for many years to provide me with perceptive criticisms
entwined with warm friendship. To Nicky Hart and to our children,
Louise, Gareth, and Laura, I owe love and perspective.
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