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Robert Frost and a Poetics of Appetite reads Frost’s poetry within a theoret-
ical perspective generated, but not limited by, feminist analysis, and it
cvaluates Frost’s persistent feminizing of poetic language in ways that he
typically dramatizes as both erotic and humiliating. Kearns examines
how Frost’s dual and potentially conflicting obligations — to be manly
and to be a poet — inform his entire poetics. Rather than approaching
Frost’s poetry with the methods and assumptions of deconstruction in
mind, Professor Kearns finds that Frost himself forces a deconstructive
reading: his unstable ironies, his complexities, and his manipulations of
form are designed precisely to produce the conviction that any sugges-
tion of significance is arbitrary and personal. The study unites biography,
psychology, and feminism in creating an adept and imaginative instru-
ment of interpretation.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521444853
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-44485-9 - Robert Frost and a Poetics of Appetite
Katherine Kearns

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE STUDIES IN AMERICAN LITERATURE AND CULTURE

Robert Frost and a Poetics of Appetite

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521444853
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-44485-9 - Robert Frost and a Poetics of Appetite
Katherine Kearns

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE STUDIES IN AMERICAN LITERATURE AND CULTURE

Editor
ERIC SUNDQUIST, Vanderbilt University

Founding Editor
ALBERT GELPI, Stanford University

Advisory Board

NINA BAYM, University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana
SACVAN BERCOVITCH, Harvard University

ALBERT GELPI, Stanford University

MYRA JEHLEN, University of Pennsylvania

CAROLYN PORTER, University of California, Berkeley
ROBERT STEPTO, Yale University

TONY TANNER, King’s College, Cambridge University

Books in the series

75. Peter Halter, The Revolution in the Visual Arts and the Poetry of William
Carlos Williams

74. Barry Ahearn, William Carlos Williams and Alterity

73- Bernard Rosenthal, Salem Story: Reading the Witch Trials of 1692

72. Jon Lance Bacon, Flannery O’Connor and Cold War Culture

71. Nathaniel Mackey, Discrepant Engagement, Dissonance, Cross-Culturality
and Experimental Writing

70. David M. Robinson, Emerson’s Pragmatic Turn

69. Cary Wolfe, The Limits of American Literary Ideology in Pound and Emer-
son

68. Andrew Levy, The Culture and Commerce of the American Short Story

67. Stephen Fredman, The Grounding of American Poetry: Charles Olson and
the Emersonian Tradition

66. David Wyatt, Out of the Sixties: Storytelling and the Vietnam Generation

65. Thomas Strychacz, Modernism, Mass Culture, and Professionalism

64. Elisa New, The Regenerate Lyric: Theology and Innovation in American
Poetry

63. Edwin S. Redkey, A Grand Army of Black Men: Letters from African-
American Soldiers in the Union Army, 18611865

62. Victoria Harrison, Elizabeth Bishop’s Poetics of Intimacy

61. Edwin Sill Fussell, The Catholic Side of Henry James

60. Thomas Gustafson, Representative Words. Politics, Literature, and the
American Language, 1776—1865

59. Peter Quartermain, Disjunctive Poetics: From Gertrude Stein and Louis
Zukovsky to Susan Howe

58. Paul Giles, American Catholic Arts and Fictions: Culture, Ideology, Aes-
thetics

57. Ann-Janine Morey, Religion and Sexuality in American Literature

56. Philip M. Weinstein, Faulkner’s Subject: A Cosmos No One Owns

Continued on pages following the Index

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521444853
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-44485-9 - Robert Frost and a Poetics of Appetite
Katherine Kearns

Frontmatter

More information

Robert Frost and a Poetics
of Appetite

KATHERINE KEARNS

s CAMBRIDGE

S UNIVERSITY PRESS

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521444853
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-44485-9 - Robert Frost and a Poetics of Appetite
Katherine Kearns

Frontmatter

More information

Published by the Press Syndicate of the University of Cambridge
The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Cambridge cB2 trp

40 West 20th Street, New York, Ny 10011-4211, USA

10 Stamford Road, Oakleigh, Melbourne 3166, Australia

© Cambridge University Press 1994
First published 1994

Printed in the United States of America

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Kearns, Katherine.
Robert Frost and a poetics of appetite / Katherine Kearns.

p- cm. — (Cambridge studies in American Literature and
culture ; 76)

Includes index.

ISBN 0-521-44485-3

1. Frost, Robert, 1874—1963 — Criticism and interpretatioh.

2. Feminism and literature — United States — History — 20th century.
3. Sex (Psychology) in literature. 4. Appetite in literature.

5. Poetics. . Title. II. Series.

PS3SII.RO4Z7ST77 1994

811'.52 — dc20 93-13986
CIp
A catalog record for this book is available from the British Library.

ISBN 0-$21-44485-3 hardback

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521444853
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-44485-9 - Robert Frost and a Poetics of Appetite
Katherine Kearns

Frontmatter

More information

To Jonathan Maxwell Ballenger
Nicholas Grady Woodfin Ballenger
Grady Woodfin Ballenger

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521444853
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-44485-9 - Robert Frost and a Poetics of Appetite
Katherine Kearns

Frontmatter

More information

“You see, Diamond,” said the North Wind, “it is very difficult for
me to get you to the back of the north wind, for that country lies in the
very north itself, and of course I can’t blow northwards.”

“Why not?” asked Diamond.

“You little silly!” said North Wind. “Don’t you see that if I were to
blow northwards I should be South Wind, and that is as much as to say
that one person can be two persons?”

“But how can you ever get home at all, then?”

“You are quite right — that is my home, though I never get farther
than the outer door. I sit on the doorstep, and hear the voices inside. I
am nobody there, Diamond.”

George MacDonald, At the Back
of the North Wind
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