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There was a most ingenious architect who had contrived a new
method for building houses, by beginning at the roof and working
downwards to the foundation, which he justified to me by the like prac-
tice of those two prudent insects the bee and the spider (p. 126).
— Gulliver’s Travels273

Has there ever been another place on earth where so many people of
wealth and power have paid for and put up with so much architecture
they detested as within they blessed borders today? (p. §) — Tom
Wolfes!!
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SERIES FOREWORD

In recent decades the relationship between human behavior and the
physical environment has attracted researchers from the social sciences
- psychology, sociology, geography, and anthropology — and from the
environmental-design disciplines — architecture, urban and regional
planning, and interior design. What is in many respects a new and excit-
ing field of study has developed rapidly. Its multidisciplinary character
has led to stimulation and cross-fertilization, on the one hand, and to
confusion and difficulty in communication, on the other. Those
involved have diverse intellectual style and goals. Some are concerned
with basic and theoretical issues; some, with applied real-world prob-
lems of environmental design.

This series offers a common meeting ground. It consists of short
books on different topics of interest to all those who analyze environ-
ment-behavior links. We hope that the series will provide a useful intro-
duction to the field for students, researchers, and practitioners alike,
and will facilitate its evolutionary growth as well.

Our goals are as follows: (1) to represent problems the study of
which is relatively well established, with a reasonably substantial body of
research and knowledge generated; (2) to recruit authors from a variety
of disciplines with a variety of perspectives; (3) to ensure that they not
only summarize work on their topic but also set forth a “point of view,”
if not a theoretical orientation — we want the books not only to serve as
texts but also to advance the field intellectually — and (4) to produce
books useful to a broad range of students and other readers from differ-
ent disciplines and with different levels of formal professional training.
Course instructors with be able to select different combinations of
books to meet their particular curricular needs.

Irwin Altman
Daniel Stokols
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