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The current fascination with urban life has encouraged a growing
interest in the Chicago School of sociology by students of sociolog-
ical history. It is generally accepted that the field research practised
by the Chicago sociologists during the 1920s — the ‘Golden Age of
Chicago sociology’ — used methods borrowed from anthropology.
However, Rolf Lindner also argues convincingly that the orienta-
tion of urban research advocated by Robert Park, the key figure in
the Chicago School and himself a former reporter, is ultimately
indebted to the tradition of urban reportage. The Reportage of Urban
Culture goes beyond a thorough reconstruction of the relationship
between journalism and sociology. It shows how the figure of the
city reporter at the.turn of the century represents a new way of
looking at life, and reflects a transformation in American culture,
from rejecting variety to embracing it.
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Edited by QUENTIN SKINNER (General Editor)
LorrRAINE DasToN, WoLF LEPENIES and
J-B. SCHNEEWIND

The books in this series will discuss the emergence of intellectual traditions and
of related new disciplines. The procedures, aims and vocabularies that were
generated will be set in the context of the alternatives available within the con-
temporary frameworks of ideas and institutions. Through detailed studies of
the evolution of such traditions, and their modification by different audiences, it
is hoped that a new picture will form of the development of ideas in their con-
crete contexts. By this means, artificial distinctions between the history of phi-
losophy, of the various sciences, of society and politics, and of literature may be
seen to dissolve.

The series is published with the support of the Exxon Foundation.

A list of books in the series will be found at the end of the volume.
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His favorite professor at the University of Chicago, Robert Park,
had told Allan that he was an intelligent young man with closed
eyes. Allan was working at getting them open, but it was hard to
satisfy Mr. Park. Around the seminar table, whenever Allan or some
of the other graduate students ventured an opinion, they risked
having Mr. Park look at them owl-eyed and inquire, ‘Vas you dere,
Cholly?

Nicholas von Hoftman, Organized Crimes
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