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Most contemporary moral philosophy is concerned with issues of ratio-
nality, universality, impartiality, and principle. By contrast, Lawrence
Blum is concerned with the psychology of moral agency. The essays in
this collection examine the moral import of emotion, motivation, judg-
ment, perception, and group identifications, and explore how all these
psychic capacities contribute to a morally good life.

Blum takes up the challenge of Iris Murdoch to articulate a vision of
moral excellence that provides a worthy aspiration for human beings.
Drawing on accounts of non-Jewish rescuers of Jews during the Holo-
caust, Blum argues that impartial principle can mislead us about the
variety of forms of moral excellence.

A specific feature of the book is its engagement with feminism. Blum
defends the “care ethics” espoused by feminists, although he also criti-
cizes it for overstating its case and for oversimplifying its complex rela-
tionships with justice and group identities.
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