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A NOTE ON SPELLINGS

Place-names within the Western Empire (where modern towns
often preserve one element or another of their Roman name) have
generally been given in their current form. Further east and south,
in the Empire’s Balkan, Asian and African provinces (where they
frequently do not), I have used the ancient form, with the modern
place-name given in brackets after the first occurrence. In the West,
where there is no significantly difterent, generally accepted and thus
more familiar, English form, I have employed the spelling used in
the country within which the town now lies: thus Reims, Lyon,
Mainz and Trier rather than Rheims, Lyons, Mayence and Tréves;
but Cologne, Seville, Milan and Rome rather than Kéln, Sevilla,
Milano and Roma.

Roman provinces have always been given their ancient titles,
even where a modern region derives its name from the same source:
thus ‘Aquitania Secunda’ rather than ‘Second Aquitaine’. Germanic
personal names, rarely spelt consistently in contemporary sources,
have usually been given in a Germanic rather than Graeco-Latinised
form: Waulfila rather than Ulfilas; Theoderic rather than Theoderi-
cus. Some names, however, have forms which are too accepted to
change. Therefore Radagaisus retains his Latinised name rather than
his Germanic original (presumably something like Radegis or
Ratchis) and Clovis keeps the later antiquarian, artificial but (in
French and English) usual, back-formation from ‘Louis’ instead of
his actual name of Chlodovech.
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