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Inventing Our Selves provides a radical new approach to the analysis of our
current regime of the self, and the values of autonomy, identity, individuality,
liberty, and choice that animate it. It draws upon the work of Michel Fou-
cault, Gilles Deleuze, and recent feminist scholarship on the body and the
self to propose a novel genealogy of subjectivity. It argues that the “psy”
disciplines — psychology in particular — have played a key role in “inventing
our selves,” making visible and practicable certain features of persons, their
conducts and their relations with one another, inventing new forms of exper-
tise, transforming authority in a therapeutic direction, and changing the ethi-
cal techniques by means of which humans have come to understand and act
upon themselves in the name of their truth. This is illustrated through studies
of psy disciplines in factories, schools, clinics, the military, public opinion,
and therapy. Nikolas Rose argues that the proliferation of psy has been intrin-
sically linked with transformations in “governmentality,” in the rationalities
and technologies of political power in contemporary liberal democracies. The
aim of this critical history is to diagnose our contemporary condition of the
self, to destabilize and denaturalize what seems immutable, to elucidate the
burdens imposed, the illusions entailed, the acts of domination and self-mas-
tery that are the counterpart of the capacities and liberties that make up the
contemporary individual.
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GENERAL EDITORS
MITCHELL G. ASH AND WILLIAM R. WOODWARD

This new series provides a publishing forum for outstanding scholarly work in the
history of psychology. The creation of the series reflects a growing concentration in
this area by historians and philosophers of science, intellectual and cultural histori-
ans, and psychologists interested in historical and theoretical issues.

The series is open both to manuscripts dealing with the history of psychological
theory and research and to work focusing on the varied social, cultural, and institu-
tional contexts and impacts of psychology. Writing about psychological thinking and
research of any period will be considered. In addition to innovative treatments of
traditional topics in the field, the editors particularly welcome work that breaks new
ground by offering historical considerations of issues such as the linkages of academic
and applied psychology with other fields, for example, psychiatry, anthropology, soci-
ology, and psychoanalysis; international, intercultural, or gender-specific differences
in psychological theory and research; or the history of psychological research prac-
tices. The series will include both single-authored monographs and occasional coher-
ently defined, rigorously edited essay collections.

Also in the series
Gestalt psychology in German culture, 18901967 Holism and the quest for objectivity
MITCHELL G. ASH

Constructing the subject: Historical origins of psychological research
KURT DANZIGER

Changing the rules: Psychology in the Netherlands, 1900-1985
TRUDY DEHUE
The professionalization of psychology in Nazi Germany
ULFRIED GEUTER
Crowds, psychology, and politics, 1871-1899
JAAP VAN GINNEKEN

Metaphors in the history of psychology
edited by DAVID E. LEARY
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