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changes in, 159-62 definition of, 89n
marriage practices Gough, K., 98, 109n, 110, 111n, 112, [13n,
traditional, 1034 115-9, 149, 170, 176, 178-9, 257-8,
changes in, 162-4 288, 295n, 396-7, 426
women’s role in economy Gould, H. A., 330, 380, 391
traditional, 104 Government of Bangladesh (GOB), 7, 25%n
changes in, 158-9, 168 Government of India (GOI), 6-7, 24n, 25,
gender 31, 43, 49n, 154, 157-8, 160, 208-10,
bias, in agricultural extension, 312 212n, 220n, 226, 259, 277n, 286,
differentials, in spending, 29 377n, 500n
division of labour, 4, 37n, 42, S1n, 59, Government of India Act of 1935, 206, 216

107, 120, 122, 150, 158, 167, 443,448  Government of Kerala, 168n
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Government of Madras, 170-1
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Government of Pakistan, 8, 259n
Government of Sri Lanka, 3In
Goyal, R. P., 349n
gram panchayat, see panchayat
Grameen Bank, 36, 43, 66, 68, 464, 470, 489
Gramsci, A., 59
grassroots activists/groups/initiatives/
movements, 43n, 48, 319, 368, 434,
437,453, 455, 458, 468, 491, 495,
496, 502
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455
and women'’s land rights, 2, 368, 491
women’s ability to join, 319, 491
Greeley, M., 268
green revolution, 34n, 312, 470
pre-, 34, 35
Greenough, P. R., 62
Gross National Product (GNP), 50
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group consciousness, among women,
437-8, 453
group organization, among women,
importance of, 42--3, 453, 462, 465
Guha, R., 23n, 455n
Gulati, L., 29
Gunawardena, A. N, 36n, 69, 148, 401,
430n
Gupta, G. R., 379
Gurdon, P. R. T, 105n
Guyer, J. 1., 434n

Haekel, J., 391, 392

Haggblade, S., 26n

Hanafi School of Sunni law, 99n, 131, 199,
233-6, 241

see also Islamic law, and Muslim law

Hanger, 1., 69n

Hara, T., 398

Harbison, S. F., 385, 398

Harder, G. M., 306, 385, 398

Harper, J. W., 354, 383

Harriss, B., 28n, 29n

Harriss, J., 27

Hart, G., 53, 424n, 436n

Hartmann, B., 249n, 261, 268, 293

Hartmann, H., 435n

Hastings, Warren, 199

Hayley, F. A., 122-3, 124, 182-3

Hazell, P. B., 26n

hegemony, Gramsci’s notion of, 59, 60n

Hensman, R., 72n

Hershman, P., 266, 311, 350-51

Hill, P., 383, 395

Hindu Code Bill (HCB}), 193, 198, 210-11,
230, 231, 421
Draft Hindu Code, 208-10
Hindu law, 84, 85, 227n, 231, 246, 248, 255
formulation of, contemporary, 199-211
and property rights under, 211-5
see also Dayabhaga, Mitakshara, and
shastras,
Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, 210n
Hindu Succession Act (HSA) of 1956, 6n,
175, 210, 211-8, 222, 223, 226, 247,
265, 269, 468, 478, 502
gender inequities in, 214-5
men’s responses to, 271-2
women’s knowledge of, 269
women’s responses to, 265, 311
Hindu undivided family, 214
Hindu Widow’s Marriage Act of 1856, 202
Hindu Women’s Rights to Property Act of
1937, 206, 208, 216
Hinton, W., 40
Hirschman, A. O., 74n
Hitchcock, J. T., 262n, 272, 297, 301, 305,
386, 391, 399
Hoddinott, J., 55n
Hoefer, A., 242
Holcombe, L., 187n
Holmberg, D. H., 387, 399
Hoque, K. S., 283, 293, 294n, 385, 398
Horowitz. B., 431, 432
Hossain, M., 36, 37n
Hossain, Rokeya S., 461n
household(s)
assumptions regarding, 3, 5, 54n, 497
economic models, 8, 55
Hu, C. T, 391
Hunt, H. I, 304, 462, 465
Hunter, W. W., 107
Hugq, F., 397

ideology, 11, 13n, 15, 16, 39, 41, 51, 62n,
78, 164, 169, 173, 184, 193, 248, 266,
276, 277, 285, 289, 303, 307, 310n,
313, 314, 369, 421, 422, 423, 432,
443, 444, 450, 451, 458, 459, 461,
462, 464, 468, 474, 481n, 483, 492,
494, 496, 500
ideological constructions of gender, 16,
48, 458, 459, 462
ideological contestations/struggles, 16,
60, 444, 461, 464, 483, 492
see also gender ideology
illegitimacy, and wedlock, varying notions
of, 17n, 145
Indian Succession Act (ISA) 1925, 224, 225,
226,235
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226
Indrapala, K., 127n
inheritance, types
definition of, 8n
traditional, regional mapping of, 100, 372
see also bilateral inheritance, matrilineal
inheritance, patrilineal inheritance,
and women inheriting land in
practice
infrastructural/institutional support, for
women farmers, 33, 315, 488-90
inscriptions, in temples
and evidence of women’s land rights,
94-7
and land donations by women, 94-6
International Decade for women, 77
International Women’s Year, 243n
Ishwaran, K., 271, 395
Islam, A. A. K. M, 384
Istam, R., 26n, 27
Islam, S., 293
Islamic law, 99n, 131, 212n, 227-37, 232,
238, 240--1, 242n, 246, 247, 248, 283,
474, 478, 479
and British court rulings, 227-30
and customary practice, 227-9, 472
devolution under, 233--7
and matrilineal Mappilas, 288-9
and matrilineal Moors, 240-1
see also Hanaft School of Sunni law, and
Ithna Ashari School of Shia law,
Muslim law, and the Shariat
Ithna Ashari School of Shia law, 99n, 233
Iyer, Justice Krishna, 221
Iyer, K. V. K., 112

Jaffna Matrimonial Rights and Inheritance
Ordinance of 1911, 239

Jaffna Tamils, see Tamils, of Jaffna

Jahan, Roushan, 482n

Jahangir, B. K., 303n, 385

Jain, S., 33n

Jalal, A., 231n, 232

Jannuzi, F. T., 31

Jansen, E. G., 272, 283, 294n, 385

Jats, 202, 203n, 228-9, 273n, 274, 305, 329,
351, 352n

Jay, E. J, 381, 392

Jayawardena, K., 204n
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Jjhum, 1024, 107, 108, 109, 154, 155-8,
160-2, 163, 164, 167, 168, 196

Jodha, N. S., 22n, 23

Jones, R. L., 353, 386
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Jones, S. K., 331

Joshi, P. C., 10n

Joshi, P. K., 24n

Joshi, Sharad, 452

Joshi, V. V., 207

Juini, 245-6

joint titles to land, see under land titles

Kabeer, N., 265, 284, 292, 294, 296, 384,
461-2
Kala, C. V., 177
Kandiyoti, D., 436n
Kane, P. V., 85n, 86-8, 90, 91n, 93n, 200
Kandyan(s), 126, 132, 185, 238
see also Sinhalese
Kapadia, K., 344, 397, 410, 418
Kar, P. C,, 102, 156, 158-60, 163
karanavanfkarnar, 112-3, 114, 116, 117,
118, 148, 150, 151, 170, 171-2, 174,
178, 295, 317
karewa, 202-3
Karim, A. H. M. Z_, 273n, 384
Karve, 1., 273n, 316, 336, 343, 376
Kaul, M., 22
Kazmi, N. A, 3In
Kelkar, G., 275-6, 486
Kerala Agrarian Relations Bill of 1957, 175
Kerala Agrarian Relations Act (KARA)
1960, 175
Kerala Joint Hindu Family System
(Abolition) Act 1976, 176, 214
Kerala Land Reforms Act 1963, 175
Khaleque, K., 154n
Khan, S., 427
Khandwalla, K., 207-8
Khasis, 83, 101, 105-7, 108, 133, 140, 141,
142, 144, 146-8, 149, 150, 151, 165,
286, 394, 409
cultivation practices, traditional, 107
inheritance practices
traditional, 105-6
now, 286
marriage practices
traditional, 107
now, 286
women’s role in economy, traditional,
107
Khatry, P. K., 387
Kilkelly, K., 34n, 312
kinship, 10, 16, 18, 44, 47, 52n, 54, 64, 113,
131, 144, 160, 179, 180, 191, 228,
229, 230, 264, 284, 285, 330, 337,
376, 434, 469
in Punjab, British assumptions about,
228-31
‘universes’, 343
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Kishwar, M., 10n, 254, 274-6, 313, 431-2,
481, 483

Klass, M., 327

Knox, R., 126

Kochar, V. K., 393

Koda, K., 398

Kolenda, P., 53n, 391

Koranic heir, 234, 236

Kozlowski, G. C., 99, 228

Krause, I-B., 18n

Kulkarni, S. W., 22n

Kumar, D., 95

Kumar, R., 72n

Kumar, S. K., 29

Kurin, R., 301, 388, 401

Kutty, A. R., 289, 397

labour force, 25, 29
participation by women in, 11, 12, 13, 25,
165, 167, 319, 322, 459, 476
wages from, and child nutrition, 29-30
data biases concerning, 323
percent, by sector, 50
Rural Female Labour Force
Participation Rate (RFLFPR), 317,
319, 321, 322, 368-9, 371, 374
regional variations in, 355-8, 370, 374
see also agricultural labour(er)
Lahiri, B., 158
Lakshmanna, C., 394
Lal, 1., 280, 456
Lalita, K., 441-2
Lalung(s), 83, 101, 108-9, 140, 141, 142,
144, 165, 286, 336, 394
Land
ceiling on, see ceiling on land ownership
communally owned, see communal land
as component of diversified livelihood
system, 32
concentration of, 31, 320n, 362, 368
regional variations in, 371
see also gini coefficient
control over
dimensions of, 292
critical importance of, 13-14
and credit, 32, 33, 469
degradation of, 24n
disputes over, 18, 172, 182, 191, 269, 274,
281, 283, 288, 498
see also under conflict
distribution of, by government, 5, 8-9,
24, 447, 476, 486n, 497
to women, 6n, 7,9, 11, 21
distribution of operational holdings, 31n
distribution of ownership holdings, 31n,
364

information on, 324
skewdness in, 31n, 476, 491
fragmentation of, see fragmentation
management by women’s groups, 488-9
market for, 18, 73, 173, 179, 181
as mortgageable asset, 32, 469
mortgage, right of, 129
and poverty, 30, 31
in private hands, estimate of, 24, 472
privatization of communal, 23, 24, 49,
109, 159, 164, 167, 290, 455, 457,
473, 488, 497
record of, ownership, 252, 255, 257, 279,
293, 294n, 484-5
redistribution of, 5, 34, 78, 446
as saleable asset, 32, 469
sale, right of, 109, 110n, 129
sale of, 18, 173, 181, 191, 259, 284, 293,
294, 487
scarcity of, 140, 154, 159, 165, 167, 168,
181-2, 191, 193, 288, 292, 320, 324,
361-7, 368, 475, 476
struggles over, 46, 444, 445, 450, 453n,
454, 487
land-fragmentation effect, 34
land reform, 8-10, 23, 34, 44, 65, 109, 156,
174-5, 180, 193, 215, 221, 226, 257n,
280, 324, 434, 453n, 469, 474n, 476,
487, 490, 491, 498
legislation, 174-5, 199, 478, 480
anomalies and gender inequities in,
215-23, 247
see also ceiling on land ownership
land rights, for women
independent vs. joint (with husbands),
3n, 20-1
meaning of, 3n, 19-21
women’s need for, 27-45
see also under land titles
land tenure, 21, 47, 110n, 175
land titles,
and access to agricultural technology and
information, 34
Bodhgaya struggle, women receiving, 39,
280, 447
and credit access, 33, 470
election manifestos, promise to grant
womern, 45n
joint (with husband), 5, 443
vs. independent rights for women, 3n,
20-1
for individual women vs. women’s group,
21, 487-8
male bias in distribution of, 2, 8-9, 159,
167, 168, 290, 476, 497
opposition to granting women, 280, 447,
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record of, see land, record of
Sixth Five Year Plan, India, and women,
S
Seventh Five Year Plan, India, and
women, 5
and women’s empowerment, 3941
landlessness, 164, 182, 284, 294n, 320, 324,
362-3, 367, 368, 369
landless households, 10, 22n, 26n, 28n,
29, 31, 39, 64-5, 361, 362-3, 366,
368-9, 371, 375, 476, 491
regional variations in, 362-3, 366,
368-9, 371, 375
landless labour{er), 1, 279, 445, 446, 453n
landless women, 17n, 32, 40, 61, 69, 178,
280, 304, 441, 457, 469, 471, 490, 495
landless men, 2, 489
landless, the, 8n, 23, 64, 65, 66, 175, 497
laws of inheritance
Christian, 221-3
customary, 95n, 201-2, 204, 213n, 229n,
232,235, 236, 237, 238, 241, 242,
247,271, 279n, 472
General Law, Sri Lanka, 185, 237, 238-9,
241, 242n, 246, 479
Hindu, see Hindu law
Islamic/Muslim, see Islamic law
Kandyan, 122, 125, 185, 237, 238, 241
Law Commission, 125n
Parsi, 225-6
Roman-Dutch, 125, 185-6, 190, 237, 238,
239
see also customary practices,
Aliayasantana, Dayabhaga, Hanafi
School of Sunni law, Ithna Ashari
School of Shia law, Maluki Ain,
Marumakkattayam, Mitakshara, the
Shariat, and Thesawalami
Laxminarayana, H. D., 383, 395
Leach, E. R, 389, 401
Leslie, J., 30n
Lessinger, J., 309
Levinson, J. F., 28n
levirate, 2023, 228n, 257n, 273, 274n, 318,
322, 354, 415-20, 502
regional variations in, 415-20
see also niyoga
Lewis, O., 262, 329, 349, 379, 428
life estate/interest, definition of, 87n
life expectancy, 50
Libbee, M. J., 321n, 331, 376
Lim,L.Y.C,,427n
limited estate/interest, definition of, 87n
Lindberg, S., 397
Lindholm, C., 252n, 273n, 302, 345, 349,
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389, 400, 425
Lingat, R., 84, 92-3, 200
Lipton, M., 31n, 35, 65n
literacy/illiteracy, 7, 50, 66, 78, 179, 265,
282, 289, 293, 304, 306, 312, 314,
319-20, 359, 428, 448, 457, 475, 476,
490, 494, 497
Rural Female Literacy Rate (RFLR),
319, 321, 322, 356, 358-9, 368, 371
regional variations in, 358-9, 368-9,
371
Total Literacy Programme, 497-8
livelihood(s), 2, 17, 22, 24-5, 27, 99, 100,
101, 118, 140, 158, 162, 168, 309,
314, 320, 343, 455, 471
diversified livelihood system, and land,
32, 469
non-land-based, 11, 24-7
Logan, W., 110n
Longhurst, R., 35n
Lukacs, G., 422n
Luschinsky, M. S., 265, 269, 299n, 311, 314,
380, 391, 425-6

MacDorman, N., 330, 351n
Macfarlane, A., 399
MacKinnon, C., 79n
Madan, T. N., 347n, 379
Mahalanobis, P. C., 18n
Maher, V., 434n
Mabhila Aghadi, of Shetkari Sanghatana,
10n, 69n, 452, 453n, 486
see also Shetkari Sanghatana
Mahila Atma Raksha Samiti (MARS), 439,
440, 441
Mahila Samakhya [Equality for Women’s
Education] Programme, 43, 495,
497-9
Mahmood, T., 480n
Maine, Sir H. S., 200
maintenance
for divorced women, 244, 260, 261n
for widows, 97, 117, 123, 244, 275
for Santal widows, 275
Maiti, A. K., 313
Maitra, Pandit, L. K., 210n
Majumdar, D. N., 108n, 155, 156, 15960,
162-3, 262, 380, 391
Malabar Marriage Act of 1896, 171
Malabar Marriage Commission, 170
Report of, 1891, 170-1
Malhotra, K. C., 381
Maluki Ain, 2426, 247, 250n, 479
Mandelbaum, D. G., 376
Manikymba, P., 500-1
Manimala, 2, 39, 280, 444-50, 445n, 451,454n
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Manusmriti, 85, 210
Mappilas, 84, 109, 118-9, 133, 140, 141, 142,
148, 150, 173n, 227, 233, 288-9, 295
and Islamic law, 233, 2889
of the Lakshadweep Islands, 119
of north Kerala, 118
March, K. S., 307-8
Maritime Provinces, 125n
marketed surplus
effect of farm size on, 34-5,
and women farmers, 36n
marriage practices, 16, 47, 83, 84, 93, 105n,
110, 122n, 131, 134, 138, 163,
169-70, 176, 177, 180, 182, 238, 476
distance, 262-3, 291, 311, 318, 321n, 322,
325, 331-5, 343, 358, 368-9, 370,
376, 379-89
regional variations in, 331-5, 370,
379-89
marriage proposal, 1034, 163, 194-7
see also under binna marriage, close-kin,
cross-cousins, diga marriage,
endogamy, exogamy, parallel
cousins, post-marital residence, and
sapinda
Married Women’s Property Ordinance of
1923, 186-7
Marriott, M., 381
Marumakkatayam, 112, 170, 175, 233
and the Hindu Succession Act, 211, 213
Mashreque, M. S., 399
Mathur, K. S., 392
Mathur, P. G. R., 429-30
matrilineal communities/groups/tribes, 8,
45, 48, 81, 83, 100, 102, 108, 109,
117, 120, 132, 134, 136, 139, 140,
141, 142, 145, 146, 148, 149, 150,
151, 154, 165, 180, 192, 211, 212n,
233, 249, 253, 277, 285, 289, 290,
291, 295, 317, 336, 368, 377, 433n,
472,473, 474, 476, 481
matrilineal inheritance, 9, 48, 69, 83, 84, 97,
98,99, 102, 108, 112, 113, 116, 117,
118, 119, 131, 132, 134, 140, 141,
142, 150, 151, 159, 160, 164, 176,
227,241, 246, 317, 358, 472
definition of, 8n
matrilocal residence (matrilocality), post-
marital, 102, 107, 108, 114, 118, 119,
131, 140, 141, 143, 146, 147, 154,
161, 162, 163, 164, 167, 168, 288,
317, 325, 433
definition of, 506
matrilineal descent, see descent
Mayer, A. C., 250, 255, 257-8, 264, 266,
271-2, 284, 330n, 381, 392

Mayne, J. D., 87n, 90, 96, 120
Mayne, S., 191
Mazumdar, V., 4n, 5n, S51n, 434, 457, 498
McCarthy, F. E., 277n
McCormack, W., 396
McGilvray, D. B., 130-1, 288
mehr, 227-8, 260, 345, 352
Mehta, H., 211
Mencher, J. P., 28n, 29n, 149, 153, 171,
173n, 176-8
Menken, J., 281n
Menon, G., 64n
Merry, D. J., 37n, 280, 295-6, 336
Merry, K. L., 303, 401, 428
Mies, M., 17n, 41, 222, 495
Miller, B. D., 376
Miller, R. E., 289
Millet, K., 14
Minault, G., 231n, 461
Minturn, L., 262n, 272, 297, 300, 305, 391
Miranda, A., 260
Mitakshara, 8491, 95, 206, 208, 209,
212-3, 214, 247, 256, 296, 472, 478
Mohan, B. V., 131, 240n
Molnar, A., 136, 257-8, 386, 399
Molyneux, M., 13n, 42
Moore, E., 278
Moore, H. L., 55n, 464n
Moore, M. A., 113
Moore, M. P., 376n
Moors, 84, 122, 131-2, 133, 135, 138, 141,
142, 143, 145, 148, 240-1, 288-9,
337, 402, 406, 413, 480
inheritance practices
traditional, 131-2
now, 288
and Islamic law, 240-1
marriage practices
traditional, 131-2
now, 288
women'’s role in cultivation, 132
Morgen, S., 39n
Moris, J., 69n
Morrow, C., 388, 401
Moser, C. O. N., 42
movements, see Bodhgaya movement,
Chipko movement, peasant
struggles, Tebhaga movement,
Telangana movement, and women’s
movement
mudisam, 127-8, 130, 23940
Mukund, K., 94-5
Mulla, D. F., 212n, 231n, 232n
Mumtaz, K., 496n
Munck, V. C. de, 150, 288, 337, 402
Murray, S. C., 297, 302, 305
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Muslim Family Laws Ordinance of 1961,
236, 352
Muslim law, 98n, 99n, 236, 237, 240
see also Islamic law, Hanafi School of
Sunni law, and Ithna Ashari School
of Shia law
Muslims, matrilineal, 84n, 118, 120, 131,
135n, 238, 240, 288, 289, 300, 473
see also Mappilas, and Moor(s)
Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application
Act, 1937, 230, 232

Naidu, Padmaja, 198
Naidu, T. S., 395
Nakane, C., 107, 109, 147, 157n, 158,
161-3, 177, 194n, 286
Nambudiri(s), 110-1, 113, 114, 169, 170,
171n, 211, 405
women'’s resistance, 429-30
women’s organizations, 205n
Nandwana, R., 255, 279n
Nandwana, S., 255, 279n
Nangudi Vellalars, 8n, 83, 109, 119-20, 131,
133, 135, 138, 140, 141, 142, 143, 480
Narayan, Jayaprakash, 445
Nash, J. F., 55
Nath, J. N, 251, 283, 385, 399, 425
Nathan, D., 275-6
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Act of 1990, 6
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Naveed-I-Rahat, 303, 389
Nayar, P. K. B., 359n
Nayars, 82, 83, 84, 101, 109-15, 117, 118,
119, 133, 140, 141, 142, 146, 148,
149, 150, 151, 153, 167-80, 184, 193,
205n, 233, 285, 295, 317, 322, 341,
359, 396, 410, 426, 472
see also Nayars of central Kerala
Nayars of central Kerala
cultivation practices, traditional, 112
estate management, traditional, 112-3
inheritance practices
traditional, 112
changes in, 171-7
land tenure system
traditional, 110-1
changes in, 172-5
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marriage practices
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changes in, 168-71, 174, 177-8
women’s role in cultivation,
traditional, 112
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neolocal residence (neolocality), post-
marital, 134, 140, 169, 178, 191, 238,
286, 317, 325
definition of, 506
Newell, W. H., 250, 271, 330
niyoga, 93n
see also levirate
non-farm sector/activities, 25-7, 31, 33, 64,
161, 469, 470, 471
and access to land, 26n, 64
and farm size, 26n
and products, 38
non-land-based livelihood, 11, 24-27
non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
types of, 62n
relationship with the State, 77, 78, 79n,
495,497
role in promoting women’s land rights,
484, 489
and women’s bargaining power, 62, 65,
66, 76
North-West Frontier Province Muslim
Personal Law (Shariat) Application
Act, 1935, 230n, 274

Obeyesekere, G., 123-5, 137, 181, 184-6,
190-92
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Operation Barga, 9n, 45n, 257n, 280-1,
453n

Orenstein, H., 393

Osella, C., 177n

Osella, F., 177n

Pachauri, P., 503n
panchayat, 5, Sln, 276n, 277-9, 301, 310,
452, 453n, 457, 483, 485-6, 500-1
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Panchayati Raj, 277-8, 452, 500, 501n
Papanek, H., 434n
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definition of, 505
marriages between, 274, 336, 398, 400
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