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PREFACE

For a thousand years in the West, from the fall of the Roman Empire
to the Reformation, almost every man of culture and scholarship was
a Christian, and most were clerics. Under the Church’s guidance, the
Bible was regarded as incomparably the most important book. In
principle, everything else was studied in connection with it, in the
light of its teaching, or in the hope of throwing light on what was
difficult to understand in the text of Scripture. No task could be more
urgent. Upon it depended the completion of the redemption of
mankind. Sin lingered in the world, and although God had sent his
Son to save fallen men and original sin no longer presented an
insuperable barrier, each of the future citizens of heaven had need
of divine instruction if he was to grow more perfect in this life. In
the Bible God had provided detailed teaching and help for the
faithful.

Even when, in the later Middle Ages, natural science or logic or
the higher studies of law or medicine attracted fine minds and strong
interest in their own right, theological questions and problems of
exegesis presented themselves. Henry of Langenstein found it helpful
to arrange a series of studies on scientific problems (in physics,
optics, zoology, and so on) in an order dictated by the six days of cre-
ation as they are described in Genesis. It must of course have been the
case that a number of scholars were drawn to these subsidiary
subjects for their own sake, and secretly had little use for their
theological application. But the study of such matters continued to
be justified by the need to understand the Bible better.

Between the eleventh and thirteenth centuries two developments
took place which, while they did not alter the fundamental principles
of mediaeval exegesis, greatly added to its sophistication and
broughtit, in one area at least, to a high point of development in criti-
cal method.

The study of grammar had become an essential preliminary to the
study of the Bible in Latin once Latin ceased to be a vernacular

vii
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viii Preface

language. It raised a number of difficulties for the reader of Scripture
because the text often failed to conform to the rules of syntax, or to
use words in the usual way. In an attempt to resolve these problems
some scholars explored the underlying structures of language and
epistemological questions, and began to bring together the teaching
of Aristotle and Boethius on the first principles of logic and the laws
of the grammarians. As they tried to explain obscurities in the Bible
in this way they were struck again and again — as Augustine and
Gregory had been — by the inadequacy of human language. They
confronted, with greater technical skill and newly sharpened tools,
the problem of the nature of theological language.

Out of this work came many of the questions which led to the
framing of theology as a new academic discipline. Questions about
points of doctrine which the text raised were treated more fully under
the pressure of student demand, until a systematic theology began to
emerge. Attention to the details of the text was accompanied by a
larger view of the place of each passage in the scheme of Christian
theology, not for the first time, but in an altogether more comprehen-
sive way.

This study is concerned primarily with the new work on the
language of the Bible, and on the nature of theological language in
general, which was one of the highest achievements of the theo-
logians of the earlier Middle Ages. At a philosophical level they had
something to say about the problem which has recently come to seem
impressive, and of lasting value, in the light of modern work on the
philosophy of language.! Their efforts carried through into preach-
ing and pastoral work only in a much diluted form, and a good deal
of its significance was to be lost upon the scholars of the Refor-
mation, who rejected what seemed to them a debased scholasticism.
But that is another story and must await another volume.
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BorTHIUS (c. 480—. 524), translator of the logical works of Aristotle
which cover the first stages of the syllabus; author of a series of
short theological treatises which make use of logical principles.

ERIUGENA, JOHN Scotus (c. 810—c. 877), an Irishman who taught
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made the Vulgate translation of the Bible from Greek and
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version. In time his translation supplanted the Old Latin
versions which were current in the Western Empire and con-
tained a number of errors.
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MANEGOLD OF LAUTENBACH (c. 1045 to early twelfth century),
contributed to the work which went to the forming of the
Glossa Ordinaria.

Opo orF MoriMonND (mid-twelfth century), abbot of the Cistercian
house of Morimond and author of a study of Scripture’s
numbers.

ORIGEN (c. 184/5—c. 254), one of the Alexandrian Fathers, whose
theology was not always orthodox by later standards, but who
exerted an enormous influence in favour of the use of higher,
‘spiritual’ interpretations of the Bible.

PETER ABELARD (1079-1142), made his name as a teacher of logic,
and then took to theology, to the disgust of St Bernard of
Clairvaux. His Commentary on Romans is his principal sur-
viving work of exegesis. It contains an account of the reason for
the Incarnation which makes Christ’s primary purpose the set-
ting of an example to man.

PETER THE CHANTER (d. 1197), author of a manual on the use of
the Bible in preaching, and a number of advanced study-aids
for students of the Sacred Page.

PeETER CoMESTOR (late twelfth century), commentator on Peter
Lombard’s Sententiae and master of theology at Paris.

Peter LomBarDp (c. 1100-60), compiled the Sententiae which
became a standard theological textbook throughout the
Middle Ages and put topics arising from the study of the Bible
into order in a course of systematic theology, with the aid of
extracts from the Fathers.

RaBaNus Maurus (d. 836), a pupil of Alcuin, produced an enor-
mous corpus of exegesis and an encyclopaedia, bringing
together the critical work of the Fathers.

RicHARD oF ST VicTor (d. 1173), pupil of Hugh of St Victor, a
scholar and a mystic, author of exegetical works, notably of a
literal reconstruction of the Temple in Ezekiel’s vision.

RoBerRT OF MELUN (d. 1167), succeeded Peter Abelard as Master of
Theology in Paris.
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RuUPERT oF DeuTz (1070 — c. 1129 or later), abbot of Deutz near
Cologne, and author of a large corpus of exegetical writings,
especially the comprehensive De Trinitate et Operibus Eius.

THIERRY OF CHARTRES, taught at Chartres in the 1120s, where he
commented on Boethius’ theological tractates.

THOMAS oF CHOBHAM (fl. late twelfth and early thirteenth cen-
tury), sub-dean of Salisbury, was author of a manual for
preachers.

WALTER OF ST VicTor {mid-twelfth century) wrote a diatribe
attacking the theological errors of four scholars of his day,
whom he felt to have departed from the methods developed by

the Fathers.

WirLLiam oF CHAMPEAUX (c. 1070-1121), master of Hugh of St
Victor and Peter Abelard. '

WiLLiaM oF CONCHES (c. 1080 — ¢. 1145), grammarian and
Platonist.

WiLLiaM OF ST THIERRY (c. 1085-1148), Benedictine abbot,
later Cistercian monk at Signy; friend of Bernard of Clairvaux
and accuser of Peter Abelard.
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