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AUTHOR'’S NOTE

Sources

All of the surviving records of the activities of complainants, constables, magistrates and
defendants from the period 1810 to 1830 have provided the basis of this book.
Overall, 5910 cases have been closely examined. I have also examined the records of
benches where cases are listed but no depositions remain, particularly records of the
Sydney benches and the Parramatta bench for the 1820s.
The records which remain are as follows. For full details, see Appendix.

Minutes

Judge Advocate’s Bench, 1810-20.

Police Magistrates” Bench, Sydney, 1812, 1815-16, 1820-21.
Liverpool Bench of Magistrates, 1824, 1826.

Goulburn Bench of Magistrates, 1828-29.

Argyle Bench of Magistrates, 1826-27.

Newcastle Bench of Magistrates, 1823-27.

Bathurst Bench of Magistrates, 1825-26.

Court of Criminal Jurisdiction, 1810-15.

Depositions

Quarter Sessions, Sydney, 1824-30.
Quarter Sessions, Parramatta, 1825-30.
Quarter Sessions, Windsor, 1824-30.
Quarter Sessions, Campbelltown, 1828-30.
Quarter Sessions, Liverpool, 1824-28.
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xii  AUTHOR'S NOTE

Quarter Sessions, Newcastle, 1826-29.
Court of Criminal Jurisdiction, 1816-24.
Supreme Court of Criminal Jurisdiction, 1824-31.

Returns

Petty Sessions, Sydney, 1824, 1828 (3 months).
Parramatta Bench of Magistrates, 1815-16, 1822, 1824, 1826.

Language

Depositions include words and phrases common to early nineteenth-century New South
Wales, e.g. to ‘dress” meaning to cook, to ‘plant’ meaning to hide. I have footnoted these
and explained their meaning where necessary.

Depositions were taken by the clerk of the court. They are, then, a transcript of
speech. The early nineteenth-century clerk did not play the role of the modern police in
deliberating on evidence given, and asking further questions. He simply transcribed the
proceedings of the magistrates’ bench. If spoken evidence in a later court appearance
differed from the initial deposition, the trial was stopped and the speaker was in danger
of being tried for perjury. Thus there is close alignment between spoken and written
word in these court papers.

I have left the language and spelling of letters and depositions verbatim. In some, it is
possible to see accent, hesitation and drunkenness.

The term ‘deponent’ means ‘the person speaking’; ‘the prisoner’ means ‘the person
against whom the case is brought’.

Currency

Although many forms of currency circulated in the colony of New South Wales, monet-
ary values were generally expressed in terms of pounds sterling. There were 12 pennies
(d.) in one shilling (s.) and 20 shillings in one pound (£). The sum of £1 10s. was also
written as 30/-. A half-crown was equal to 2s 6d.

Measurement

Metric equivalents for imperial measures used in the text are as follows.

Length Volume

lyard = 0914 m 1 gallon = 455L
1 mile = 1.61 km 1 bushel = 35.2 L
Mass Area

1 pound (Ib) = 454 g 1 acre = 0.405 ha
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