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This introductory study offers a critical overview of the
major works of V.S, Naipaul from 1950 to the present
day. Professor Mustafa’s main concern is with literary
issues, but historical, political, and cultural questions are
also addressed, with comparative references to other
postcolonial works. Paradoxically, a major segment of
Naipaul’s non-western, pro-decolonization readership
seized on negative elements in his thinking, while western
reaction to his ideas and themes led to set notions about
Third-World society. Thus, his work has always been
the object of radically divergent views, dependent on
the perspective of the reader. In examining this issue,
Mustafa introduces general debates about postcolonial
literary production and its contemporary interrogation of
narrative techniques, language, gender, race, and canon
formation.
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CAMBRIDGE STUDIES IN AFRICAN AND
CARIBBEAN LITERATURE

Series editor: Professor Abiola Irele, Ohio State University

Each volume in this unique series of critical studies offers a com-
prehensive and in-depth account of the whole oeuvre of one individual
writer from Africa or the Caribbean, in such a way that the book may
be considered a complete coverage of the writer’s expression up to the
time the study is undertaken. Attention is devoted primarily to the
works themselves — their significant themes, governing ideas, and
formal procedures; biographical and other background information is
thus employed secondarily, to illuminate these aspects of the writer’s
work where necessary.

The emergence in the twentieth century of black literature in the
United States, the Caribbean, and Africa as a distinct corpus of
imaginative work represents one of the most notable developments in
world literature in modern times. This series has been established to
meet the needs of this growing area of study. It is hoped that it will
not only contribute to a wider understanding of the humanistic
significance of modern literature from Africa and the Caribbean
through the scholarly presentation of the work of major writers, but
also offer a wider framework for the ongoing debates about the
problems of interpretation within the disciplines concerned.
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For my dear parents, Sophia and Abdulla Mustafa
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1932
1948
1950

1955
1957
1958

1959
1960

1961

1962
1963
1964

1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1975

Chronology

Born, Chaguanas, Trinidad, August 17.

Awarded Trinidad Government Scholarship.

Travels to England to read English at Oxford
University; starts occasional pieces for the BBG World
Service Caribbean Voices.

Marries Patricia Ann Hale.

The Mystic Masseur.

The Suffrage of Elvira; awarded John Llewellyn Rhys
Memorial Prize for The Mystic Masseur; begins to write
reviews for the New Statesman.

Miguel Street.

Commission by the government of Trinidad and
Tobago to write on the Caribbean.

A House for Mr. Biswas; awarded Somerset Maugham
Award for Muguel Street.

The Middle Passage; embarks on first trip to India.

M. Stone and the Knights Companion.

An Area of Darkness; awarded Hawthornden Prize for
My. Stone and the Knights Companion.

Travels to East and Central Africa.

The Mimic Men; A Flag on the Island.

Awarded W. H. Smith prize for The Mimic Men.

The Loss of El Dorado.

Settles in Wiltshire, England.

In a Free State; awarded Booker Prize for In a Free State.
The Overcrowded Barracoon.

Guerrillas; D.Litt. University of the West Indies,

St. Augustine Campus.
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xii Chronology

1977 India: A Wounded Civilization.

1978 Teaches at Wesleyan College, Connecticut, USA.

1979 A Bend in the River; travels through the non-Arab
Islamic world.

1980  The Return of Eva Peron with The Killings in Trinidad,
awarded the Bennet Award.

1981 Among the Believers.

1983 Awarded the Jerusalem Award.

1984 Finding the Centre.

1986 Awarded the T.S. Eliot Award.

1987 The Enigma of Arrival.

1988 Travels through the southeastern United States.

1989 A Turn in the South.

1990 Awarded Trinity Cross, Trinidad; knighted; India: A
Million Mutinies Now.

1994 University of Tulsa, Oklahoma, MacFarlin Library
opens its Naipaul archive; 4 Way in the World.
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