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Leibniz’s Metaphysics

Its Origins and Development

This is the first systematic study of the development of Leibniz’s philoso-
phy. By placing his vast writings in their proper intellectual context and by
analyzing unnoticed early works, Christia Mercer shows that Leibniz de-
veloped his philosophy much earlier than previously believed and for rea-
sons that have not been recognized. Leibniz’s Metaphysics: Its Origins and
Development offers a major reassessment of Leibniz’s thought. It will en-
gage philosophers, historians, and scholars of religious studies.

For too long, the history of early modern philosophy has been a tale of
tidy progress according to which Leibniz developed his metaphysics pri-
marily in reaction to the old scholasticism and the new Cartesianism. Leib-
miz’s Metaphysics: Its Origins and Development shows that this story is in-
accurate. By uncovering a German school of conciliatory eclectics who
trained the young Leibniz, Mercer places his early texts in an entirely new
light. By excavating Leibniz’s long-hidden views about substance, God, and
method, Mercer exposes for the first time the underlying assumptions and
ultimate goals of his philosophy. It becomes clear that Leibniz’s relation to
Descartes, Spinoza, and other major seventeenth-century thinkers is sig-
nificantly different than previously thought. This study will compel schol-
ars to reconsider many of their assumptions about early modern science,
theology, and philosophy.

Christia Mercer is an associate professor of philosophy at Columbia Uni-
versity.
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