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Foreword

This volume is the result of a symposium organized by the Woodrow
Wilson Center’s Program on American Society and Politics. It represents
one element in a long-term project designed to reexamine in historical
and comparative perspective relations between government activity and
the development of knowledge in the domains of society, economy, and
culture. The project began with the recognition that of all the activities
undertaken by the modern state, the most neglected as a subject of study
is the subtle and multifaceted role played by its agencies in helping to
elicit, organize, assess, augment, employ, refine, and conserve in many
fields the knowledge base upon which in complex ways contemporary life
has come to depend. It is the hope of those who have supported and
worked on the project that this volume and subsequent volumes will
deepen understanding of the processes behind the development of knowl-
edge itself, its diffusion, and its impact on changing social and cultural
life. And so far as the agendas of the scholarly disciplines themselves are
concerned, the hope is to highlight once again the usefulness of a histori-
cal approach to public affairs and to encourage closer collaboration of
those concerned with the history of ideas and those who work on the
administrative history of public institutions.

The project grew out of the daily life of the Woodrow Wilson Center,
and a word of thanks is due to those former Center fellows and advisers
who began these discussions and helped organize the program. The late
Warren Susman, a gifted historian and interpreter of emerging trends in
scholarship, was especially important in getting things started. This
volume’s editors, Mary O. Furner and Barry Supple, not only brought
into being the present collection of essays but contributed importantly
to the formulation of other aspects of the total project as well. Robert
Cuff, Hugh Heclo, Don K. Price, and the late Jack L. Walker also
assisted at key points in the course of things. Finally the Center grate-
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fully acknowledges the support of the Ford Foundation, the Nuffield
Foundation, and the Shell Oil Company Foundation for helping to
make the work possible.

Michael ]. Lacey, Director
Program on American Society and Politics
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars
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