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This book describes the history of peasants in Catalonia, the politically dominant and
wealthiest part of the medieval Kingdom of Aragon, between the ninth and fifteenth
centuries. It focuses on the period from 1000 to 1300 when free peasants who had held
property under favorable frontier conditions were progressively subjugated by their
lords. Between 1462 and 1486 Catalan peasants mounted the most successful
peasants’ war of the Middle Ages, and achieved the formal abolition of servitude.

Professor Freedman seeks to explain both the process by which servitude was
strengthened over the centuries, and its eventual weakening before a direct moral
and military challenge. He addresses both the causes of enserfment and the
limitations on its effectiveness.

The book integrates archival evidence with the theories of society elaborated by
medieval jurists. Comparisons are drawn between Catalonia and other European
regions, and its experience is situated within a spectrum of different social and
economic conditions.
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Preface

In the course of many years of work on serfdom in Catalonia I have
amassed innumerable debts to colleagues, archivists, and friends. 1
am grateful to all who have helped me so generously with their time,
advice, learning, and support, and it is a pleasure to be able to
acknowledge them here, if only in this cursory fashion that does not
adequately express my deep sentiment of obligation.

I received a warm welcome and patient assistance from archivists
and librarians throughout Spain and France. I wish to acknowledge
in particular the kindness shown to me by the late Mons. Eduard
Junyent of the Cathedral Archive of Vic and by his successors and
colleagues Dr. Miquel Gros Pujol, Dr. Antoni Pladevall i Font, Dr.
Ramon Ordeig i Mata, and Ignasia Font. Dr. Josep Maria Pons Guri
of the Arxiu Fidel Fita has aided me immeasurably from his
knowledge of legal history and in making easier the use of his
extraordinary collection. I also acknowledge with sincere thanks the
access and assistance granted by Rev. Josep Baucells i Reig of the
Cathedral Archive of Barcelona, Rev. Benigne Marqués i Sala of the
Cathedral Archive of La Seu d’Urgell, Dr. Gabriel Roure of the
Archive of the Cathedral of Girona, Dr. Josep M. Marques i
Planguma of the Diocesan Archive of Girona, Sylvie Caucanas and
Philippe Rosset of the Departmental Archives of the Pyrénées-
Orientales, Dr. Frederic Udina i Martorell and Dr. Rafael Conde
and their staff at the Archive of the Crown of Aragon, and the other
directors and staff of libraries and archives that I was able to consult.

So many individuals in Catalonia have helped me in so many ways
that I can only begin to list and acknowledge them. I am grateful to
my dear friends over many years Montserrat Orriols de Genis,
Alexandre Genis 1 Canal, Montserrat Puig d’Orriols and Joan
Orriols. I have received wise advice and unfailing encouragement
from members of the Faculty of Geography and History at the

X1
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xii PREFACE

University of Barcelona, especially from Professors Josep Maria
Salrach and Manuel Riu. I am also very grateful to Professors Carme
Batlle Gallart, Imma Ollich i Castanyer and Josep Maria Font Rius,
and to Rev. P. Agusti Altusent. I have benefited greatly from the
generosity of the following who have allowed me to read and cite their
as yet unpublished studies: Jordi Bolos i Masclans, Albert Benet 1
Clara, Gaspar Feliu i Montfort, Josep Fernandez i Trabal, and
Elisenda Gracia 1 Mont. Philip Banks has helped me in more ways
than he himself probably imagines. Coral Cuadrada furnished me
with her works, published and unpublished. Along with Josep Maria
Salrach she has encouraged me to think in new ways about the
Catalan peasantry.

Many scholars in the United States, Spain, and England have read
and commented on all or part of the present study and their remarks
and suggestions have vastly improved what would otherwise have
been an ill-digested set of notes. They are, of course, in no way
responsible for errors and misstatements contained herein. In this
connection I acknowledge with sincere gratitude Professors Thomas
N. Bisson, Stephen Bensch, Teé6filo Ruiz, Peter Sahlins, David
Abulafia, J. H. Elliott, Miquel Angel Ladero Quesada, Josep Maria
Salrach, Lluis To Figueras, Giles Constable, and Peter Linehan. 1
have also received valuable help from Father Robert 1. Burns,
Professor Jill Webster and my colleagues at Vanderbilt: Philip
Rasico, James Epstein and Francis Wcislo. My mother, Marcia
Freedman, translated Lydia Milskaya’s Russian study of peasants in
New Catalonia. 1 received the editorial assistance of Dr. Dale
Sweeney and my wife, Bonnie Roe.

Research for this project and time to write were made possible by
fellowships from the National Endowment for the Humanities
(Fellowship for Independent Study and Research, and a Summer
Stipend award), the American Council of Learned Societies (under a
program supported by the National Endowment for the Human-
ities), and the American Philosophical Society ( Johnson Fund.) A
year spent at the Institute for Advanced Study was not only enjoyable
and intellectually stimulating but crucial for my undertaking of the
implications of my research beyond the confines of strictly Catalan
history. I have also received fellowships and research grants from the
Vanderbilt University Research Council, and a travel fellowship
from the Comité Conjunto Hispano-Norteamericano por Asuntos
Culturales y Educativos. I have been enabled to attend conferences in
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PREFACE X1l

Barcelona through the support of the Generalitat de Catalunya, the
Institut d’Estudis Catalans, the University of Barcelona, and the
Reial Academia de Bones Lletres de Barcelona. The Program for
Cultural Cooperation Between Spain’s Ministry of Culture and
United States Universities kindly granted a publication subvention. 1
extend my heartfelt thanks to these foundations, and governmental
and educational entities.

I thank the Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies in Toronto for
permission to reproduce in Appendices 2 and 3 my transcriptions of
two passages from Escorial d.m.18 which originally appeared in
Mediaeval Studies 48 (1986).

To cite all these obligations is a reminder to me of how fortunate 1
have been in my chosen subject and in receiving the unfailing
kindness of so many individuals and institutions.
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1 Archives and libraries
ACA Arxiu de la Corona d’Aragé, Barcelona
ACB Arxiu de la Catedral de Barcelona
ACF Arxiu de la Caria Fumada, Vic
ACG Arxiu Capitular de Girona
ACS Arxiu Capitular de Solsona
ACSU Arxiu Capitular de la Seu d’Urgell
ACV Arxiu Capitular de Vic
ADB Arxiu Diocesa de Barcelona
ADG Arxiu Diocesa de Girona
ADPO Archives Départementales des Pyrénées-
Orientales, Perpignan
AEV Arxiu Episcopal de Vic
AFF Arxiu Historic Fidel Fita, Arenys de Mar
AHN Archivo Histérico Nacional, Madrid
AMEV Arxiu de la Mensa Episcopal, Vic
ASJA Arxiu Parroquial de Sant Joan de les
Abadesses
ASPP Arxiu de Sant Pere de les Puel-les,
Barcelona
BC Biblioteca de Catalunya (Arxiu),
Barcelona
BMP Bibliotheque Municipal de Perpignan
Madrid, BN Biblioteca Nacional, Madrid
Paris, BN Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris
1 Publications
ABL Antiquiores Barchinonensium Leges . . . (Bar-

celona, 1544)

Xiv
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