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This book recovers the lost history of Spanish socialism during the
turbulent years of the civil war (1936—1939). Just as the energy of the
socialist movement had sustained the pre-war Second Republic as
an experiment in reform, so too it underwrote the Republican war
effort in the crucial years of the conflict which would determine
Spain’s long-term future. Leading Socialist Party (PSOE) cadres
formed the bedrock of the government, while thousands of Party and
union militants helped bear the tremendous weight of the war effort.
The role of the PSOE in the construction of Republican political
unity during the civil war was pivotal. Yet, paradoxically, previous
accounts of wartime Republican politics have virtually written the
PSOE out of the script by concentrating exclusively on the fierce
ideological dispute between anarchists and communists. But the key
issues of revolution and state power marked all the forces in Republi-
can Spain, none more so than the socialist movement. As the tra-
ditional party of the working class and the only mass party in Spain
as late as 1931, PSOE militants were to be found on both sides of the
revolutionary/reformist divide which split fatally the Republican
forces during the civil war. The PSOE’s disintegration was a func-
tion of that of the Republic itself; but the reverse was no less true.
The book investigates the responses of organised socialism to the
complex issues raised by the conflict, as it charts the PSOE’s devas-
tating experience of political power and desperate crisis in a war it
could not win.
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ASM Agrupacién Socialista Madrilena — the Mad-
rid section of the PSOE.

CEDA Confederacion Espanola de Derechas Auté-

nomas — the largest political grouping of the

parliamentary right under the Republic.
CGTU Confederacién General de Trabajo Unitaria —

the communist trade union organisation

which rejoined the UGT in December 1935.

CNT Confederacién Nacional del Trabajo — anar-
cho—syndicalist trade union.

Esquerra Catalan nationalist equivalent of the Republi-
can Left.

FAL Federaciéon Anarquista Ibérica — the purist
insurrectionary vanguard of the anarchist
movement.

FIJL Federacion Ibérica de Juventudes Libertarias
— anarchist youth federation.

FJS Federacion de Juventudes Socialistas - PSOE

youth movement which amalgamated with its
communist counterpart in April 1936 to form

the JSU.

FNTT Federaciéon Nacional de Trabajadores de la
Tierra — landworkers’ section of the UGT.

Generalitat the Catalan government.

GOSR Grupos de la Oposicién Sindical Revolucio-
naria — communist trade union groups inside
the UGT.

GSS Grupos Sindicales Socialistas — socialist trade

union groups inside the UGT.
Izquierda Republicana — centre-left republican party.

JAP Juventudes de Accién Popular— CEDA youth
movement.

JSuU Juventudes Socialistas Unificadas — the joint
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xii List of abbreviations

socialist-communist youth movement con-
trolled by the PCE.

PCE Partido Comunista de Espana — the main-
stream/Moscow-oriented Communist Party.

PNV Partido Nacional Vasco — the Basque Nation-
alist Party.

POUM Partido Obrero de Unificacién Marxista — a

dissident revolutionary communist party,
created in December 1935 by the fusion of the
left communists of the Bloc Obrer i Camperol
and the Izquierda Comunista.

PSOE Partido Socialista Obrero Espanol — the Spa-
nish Socialist Party.
PSUC Partido Socialista Unificado de Cataluna —

founded in July 1936 by the amalgamation of
socialists and communists in Cataluna, it was
effectively the Catalan Communist Party.

SIM Servicio de Investigacion Militar — the
Republican  counter-intelligence  service
during the war.

UGT Unién General de Trabajadores — the socia-
list-led trade union organisation.
ujCG Unién de Juventudes Comunistas — the com-

munist youth movement prior to the April
1936 unification.
Unién Republicana — centre-right republican party.
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