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Taking as their point of departure general theoretical debates in the theory of
ethnicity, the authors of this book present a wide-ranging and up-to-date analysis
of the characteristics and interrelationships of ethnicity, religion, and class in
Israeli society. While much has been written about the basic division between
Jews from Europe and from North Africa and Asia, this book puts forward a more
nuanced survey than the rather crude division which has formed the basis of
most works on the subject. By focusing on four groups of Jewish origin in Israel
{(from Morocco, Iraq, Poland, and Rumania), and by including from each group
both white- and blue-collar workers, the authors demonstrate the importance of
breaking down simplistic categories of ethnicity. The work thus takes much
further the analysis of ethnic identities and relations in Israeli society, and the
data acquired from a rich ethnic mix lead to the analysis of a wide range of
theoretical issues, which casts fresh light on social cleavages within Israel in
particular and society in general.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521392292
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521392292 - Ethnicity, Religion and Class in Israeli Society
Eliezer Ben-Rafael and Stephen Sharot

Frontmatter

More information

Ethnicity, religion, and
class in Israeli society

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521392292
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521392292 - Ethnicity, Religion and Class in Israeli Society
Eliezer Ben-Rafael and Stephen Sharot

Frontmatter

More information

Ethnicity, religion and
class in Israeli society

ELIEZER BEN-RAFAEL AND STEPHEN SHAROT

Y
ﬁ The right of the -1
University of Cambridge
to print and sell
all manner of books
was granted by
Henry VIII in 1534.
The University has printed
and published continuously
since 1584.

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

Cambridge
New York Port Chester Melbourne Sydney

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521392292
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521392292 - Ethnicity, Religion and Class in Israeli Society
Eliezer Ben-Rafael and Stephen Sharot

Frontmatter

More information

Published by the Press Syndicate of the University of Cambridge
The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Cambridge CB2 1RP
40 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011, USA
10 Stamford Road, Oakleigh, Melbourne 3166, Australia

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521392297

Cambridge University Press 1991
First published 1991
Designed by Claire Brodmann

British Library cataloguing in publication data

Ben-Rafael, Eliezer
Ethnicity, religion, and class in Israeli society.
1. Israel. Social stratification
I. Title II. Sharot, Stephen

Library of Congress cataloguing in publication data

Ben-Rafael, Eliezer.
Ethnicity, religion, and class in Israeli society/
Eliezer Ben-Rafael and Stephen Sharot.
. o
Includes bibliographical references.
ISBN 0 521 39229 2
1. Ethnicity-Israel. 2. Israel-Ethnic relations.
3. Social classes-Israel. 4. Judaism-Israel.
1. Sharot, Stephen.  IL Title.
D113.2.B464 1991
305.8'0095694-dc20 89-78199 CIP

ISBN-13 978-0-521-39229-7 hardback
ISBN-10 0-521-39229-2 hardback

Transferred to digital printing 2005

CE

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521392292
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521392292 - Ethnicity, Religion and Class in Israeli Society
Eliezer Ben-Rafael and Stephen Sharot

Frontmatter
More information
Contents
Acknowledgments page ix
I Theoretical and empirical background
1 Ethnicity and society 3
2 Divisions in Israeli society 24
3 Theoretical perspectives in Israeli sociology 36
4 The sample, its background, and its setting 54
II Social patterns and behavior
5 Neighborhoods: synagogues and neighborhood
committees 75
6 Religiosity and secularization 87
7 Friendship networks 101
IIT Identities and images
8 Ethnic consciousness 119
9 Class consciousness 136
10 Religious, ethnic, and class divisions: convergent or
crosscutting? 155
IV The impact of stratification
11 Voting 177
12 Discrimination 192
13 Assimilation or ethnic solidarity? 204
V Social cleavages: an overview of Israeli society and some
theoretical implications
14 Cleavages among Jews 219
15 Jews and Arabs 232
16 Toward a theory of social cleavages 243

vii

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521392292
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521392292 - Ethnicity, Religion and Class in Israeli Society
Eliezer Ben-Rafael and Stephen Sharot

Frontmatter

More information

Contents
Appendix A The sample
Appendix B Deprivation index
Appendix C Indexes of ethnic identification
Glossary
Notes
References
Index

viii

254
257
258
259
262
268
282

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521392292
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521392292 - Ethnicity, Religion and Class in Israeli Society
Eliezer Ben-Rafael and Stephen Sharot

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgments

The names of the authors appear in alphabetical order; there is no senior
author.

We wish to thank the Ford Foundation for the major funding, received
through the Israel Foundations Trustees, of this research. A supplemen-
tary grant was provided by a Research Fund (anonymously donated) of
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev.

We are greatly in debt to Dr. Hanna Ayalon who joined the study at an
early stage and contributed her talents, including a considerable
methodological expertise, to our analysis of the data. Five of the chapters
of this book (6, 7, 10, 11, 13), and parts of two others (8, 9), first appeared
as articles that were co-authored with Hanna. In addition, Hanna
prepared additional tables for chapters 7, 8, and 9.

A grateful acknowledgment is due to Modi'in Ezrahi, the survey
research company, that provided an excellent team of interviewers and
administered the two surveys on which a large part of this work is based.

We are grateful to the following students for their assistance. Barbara
Lavron helped in the compiling of lists for the sample. Shelley Shenhav
gathered material on neighborhood committees for chapter 5, and
Shmuel Bar-Gil and Uri Hamo gathered material on the synagogue
congregations that are discussed in that chapter. Aida Dynia assisted in
the processing of data from the second smaller survey on which chapter
12 is based. We wish to thank Alex Wright, our editor at the Cambridge
University Press, for his interest and valuable help in seeing the manu-
script through to publication. And many thanks are due to Margaret Jean
Acland, our subeditor, for her most careful scrutiny of our work and
expert editing.

Chapters 1 to 4, 12, 14 to 16, and large parts of 8 and 9, appear in print
for the first time, but a number of chapters were originally prepared for
publication as articles, and thanks are due to the editors and publishers
for permission to use material as follows: a short section of chapter 1 was
adapted from an article we wrote with Hanna Ayalon published in the
British Journal of Sociology, volume 37, 1986, edited by Christopher

ix

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521392292
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521392292 - Ethnicity, Religion and Class in Israeli Society
Eliezer Ben-Rafael and Stephen Sharot

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgments

Badcock and Percy S. Cohen; chapter 5: Ethnic Groups, volume 7, 1987,
edited by Anthony L. La Ruffa; chapter 6: Review of Religious Research,
volume 27, 1986, edited by Edward C. Lehman; chapter 7: International
Sociology, 1989, edited by Martin Albrow; part of chapter 8: Ethnic and
Racial Studies, volume 8, 1985, edited by John Stone, Norman Fainstein,
Susan Fainstein, and Henri Giordan; part of chapter 9: International
Journal for Sociology, volume 28, 1987, edited by K. Iswaran; chapter 10
appears in Tradition, Innovation, Conflict: Judaism in Contemporary Israel,
edited by Zvi Sobel and Benjamin Beit-Hallahmi, SUNY Press, Albany,
New York, 1991; chapter 11: Hebrew version, Megamot, volume 20, 1987,
edited by Kalman Benyamini and Nurit Ronel; English version, Israel
Social Science Research, volume 4, 1986, edited by Paul Hare; chapter 13:
Research in Stratification and Social Mobility, volume 7, 1988, edited by Arne
Kalleberg.

We would like to thank the various anonymous reviewers of the above
articles for their criticisms and suggestions. We also greatly benefited
from the careful reading and valuable suggestions of the academic
reviewers of Cambridge University Press.

Finally, we wish to express our heartfelt gratitude to our wives, Miriam
and Tami, and to our children who make it all worthwhile.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521392292
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

