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The novelist and critic Christine Brooke-Rose reflects on her own
fictional craft and turns her well-developed analytic abilities on other
writers fictional and critical, from Hawthorne and Pound to Bloom
and Derrida, in an attempt to investigate those difficult border zones
between the ‘invented’ and the ‘real’. The resultis an extended medi-
tation, in a highly personal idiom, on the creative act and its relation
to modern theoretical writing and thinking. Like her fiction, Professor
Brooke-Rose’s criticism is self-consciously experimental, trying out
and discarding ideas, adopting others. Her linguistic prowess, her
uncommon role as a recognized writer of fiction and theory, and
the relevance of her work to the feminist and other modern move-
ments, all contribute to the interest of this unusual sequence of essays.
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Preface

This book is about both literary theory and creativity; that is, it
mostly contains chapters that were originally asked of me as critic
and teacher, but also a few that were asked of me as critic and
novelist (1, 3, 10, 11, 18, see Acknowledgements below). I believe
they are deeply connected, and have considerably reworked most
of them as well as added to them to bring this out, and make a
coherent, continuous book.

Novelists are usually indifferent theorists, and possibly this is true
of me. Occasionally they are better theorists than novelists. Either
way the novelist can often throw an aura of doubt or humour or
particular perception upon theory. The book (and particularly
Chapter 1, more personal than the rest) is in fact about this connec-
tion, about how the critic and teacher reads also as writer and how
the novelist writes also as theorist, aware of a fundamental insepara-
bility of elements that critics and teachers have to separate, even
rejoice in separating, pin-pointing, for the purpose of this or that
type of analysis, though some try to refound them into large universal
systems which the novelist knows can only hold in a precarious sus-
pension of disbelief: as with poems and stories, as with ideal defini-
tions of form and formal definitions of ideas, as with statements
of position, confessions, autobiographies, greater aims, interpre-
tations, glimmerings of overall themes. All are protean, capturable
for brief moments in language, but already changed even into their
opposites another brief moment later. That is the excitement, not
unique since it is part of the human condition, but more intensely
experienced in the critical and creative activities than in the more
unreflexive routines of daily life.

Christine Brooke-Rose
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