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Domestic strategies offers a new reading of the historical sources in order to
understand the social relations and strategies of labouring families
towards the organization of productive processes and institutional
arrangements in early modern Europe. In contrast to many other works,
the essays in Domestic strategies place labouring families as the actors on
the historical scene, utilizing existing opportunities, rather than as
passive recipients of historical changes. Conceptual insights derived
from both anthropology (e.g. from Sahlins and Geertz) and sociology
(e.g. from Bourdieu, Elias and Mary Douglas) are applied to individual
case-studies of social groups from north-central Italy and the French
Alps, and the whole offers an important new perspective on the working
lives of European families during the early modern period and beyond.
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This series is devoted to an attempt to comprehend capitalism as a world-system. It will
include monographs, collections of essays and colloquia around specific themes, written
by historians and social scientists united by a common concern for the study of large-
scale, long-term social structure and social change.

The series is a joint enterprise of the Maison des Sciences de "Homme in Paris and the
Fernand Braudel Center for the Study of Economies, Historical Systems, and Civiliza-
tions at the State University of New York at Binghamton.

This book is published as part of the joint publishing agreement established in 1977
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the University of Cambridge. Titles published under this arrangement may appear in
any European language or, in the case of volumes of collected essays, in several
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