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Each volume of this series of companions to major philoso-
phers contains specially commissioned essays by an interna-
tional team of scholars, together with a substantial bibliogra-
phy, and will serve as a reference work for students and
nonspecialists. One aim of the series is to dispel the intimi-
dation such readers often feel when faced with the work of a
difficult and challenging thinker.

Few thinkers are more controversial in the history of phi-
losophy than Hegel. He has been dismissed as a charlatan
and obscurantist, but also praised as one of the greatest
thinkers in modern philosophy. No one interested in philoso-
phy can afford to ignore him. This volume provides the most
comprehensive and up-to-date survey of Hegel’s output. It
considers all the major aspects of his work: epistemology,
logic, ethics, political philosophy, aesthetics, philosophy of
history, philosophy of religion. Special attention is devoted
to problems in the interpretation of Hegel: the unity of the
Phenomenology of Spirit; the value of the dialectical
method; the status of his logic; the nature of his politics. A
final group of chapters treats Hegel’s complex historical leg-
acy: the development of Hegelianism and its growth into a
left- and a right-wing school; the relation of Hegel and Marx;
and the subtle connections between Hegel and contempo-
rary analytic philosophy.

New readers and nonspecialists will find this the most
convenient, accessible guide to Hegel currently in print. Ad-
vanced students and specialists will find a conspectus of
recent developments in the interpretation of Hegel.
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