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Preface

This handbook examines the four ballades of Chopin from both historical and
analytical perspectives. Chapters 1 and 2 are historical, concerned with
context, origins and aftermath. Chapters 3 and 4 are analytical, concerned with
formal components and functions, and with genre. There are of course
meeting-points between history and analysis, even at a very basic level of
investigation. Analytical tools do, after all, depend on conventional categories
which emerge from history, just as historical subject-matter properly includes
musical structures. But they have essentially separate areas of competence, and
ask very different kinds of questions about the musical work.

As far as possible I have tried to retain some clarity about the scope and limits
of these two modes of enquiry. Above all 1 have been anxious that the
researches of the one should not be allowed to generate conclusions about the
other, since such conclusions will almost certainly lack refinement. In
particular analytical enquiry inclines towards a reductive view of history. It
embraces contradiction in a higher synthesis, and it subordinates diversity to
a quest for unity. The analytical perspective tells us above all else about today’s
world. Specifically it tells us what Chopin and the ballades can mean to
today’s world.

An historical perspective, on the other hand, will seek to explore the
relationship between our world and Chopin’s world, and this entails
recovering something of Chopin’s world, restoring to it its contemporary
complexity, diversity and contradiction. It is mainly for this reascn that I felt
it necessary to include a substantial discussion of context in the first two parts
of chapter 1. This may go some way towards countering the tendency of
analytical writing first to assume that the Chopin work is 2 unified statement
and then to gather the work, together with the rest of his output, into the fold
of a notionally unified period style.
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© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521386152
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521386152 - Chopin: The Four Ballades
Jim Samson

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgements

It is pleasant to record my gratitude to several people who facilitated the
preparation of this book. Jeffrey Kallberg responded generously to several
queries about sources; Zofia Chechliniska helped me find my way through
nineteenth-century editions; Katharine Ellis shared her expertise on nine-
teenth-century French criticism; James Methuen-Campbell and Tim Mobbe
helped with early recordings, and Rosemary Meikle with bibliographical
materials. I am grateful to my colleague Nicholas Marston, who offered
valuable advice and encouragement, and to the Chopin authority John Rink,
who read the manuscript and commented helpfully on the general structure
of the book and on numerous points of detail.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521386152
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

