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Note on the text and abbreviations

Page references for the actual text of L’Assommoir are taken
from the standard edition of the novel by Henri Mitterand
in Vol.II of Les Rougon-Macquart (Paris: Gallimard, 1961),
which appears in the Bibliothéque de la Pléiade format; other
references to this five-volume edition of Zola’s series of novels
are preceded by the abbreviation RM and the volume number.
For other texts by Zola, references are taken from the fifteen-
volume edition of his Qeuvres compleétes (Paris: Cercle du livre
précieux, 1966—9), also established by Henri Mitterand, and
are preceded by the abbreviation OC and the volume number.
All translations from the French are my own. Further biblio-
graphical details for short references appearing in the text are
to be found in the ‘Guide to further reading’ at the end of
the book.
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