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Education, Technology and Industrial Performance in Europe explores
the development of advanced scientific and technical education in seven
European countries and the USA between the mid nineteenth century
and the 1930s. The essays seek to replace the conventional notion of a
simple interaction between education and industry with a far broader
perspective in which not only educational institutions and industrial
employers but also national and local.governments, professional bodies,
and private patrons can be seen to have made distinctive and often
conflicting contributions. Although most of the essays are concerned
with individual countries, the thrust of the volume is comparative. As
the authors show, in nations as diverse as Belgium, Britain, France,
Germany, Italy, Spain, and Sweden there were similarities in the con-
ditions from which the spectacular innovations in higher technical edu-
cation emerged in the later nineteenth century. But the results that were
achieved were by no means uniform. A provision for education that was
highly effective in one industrialized or industrializing economy could
well be ineffectual in another. And everywhere the balance between the
supply of educated manpower and the capacity of industry to exploit
knowledge and skills was a delicate one. As educational innovators
throughout Western Europe (as well as the USA) came to realize, there
was no universally applicable ideal of education for industry.
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This book is published as part of the joint publishing agreement estab-
lished in 1977 between the Fondation de la Maison des Sciences de
I’'Homme and the Press Syndicate of the University of Cambridge. Titles
published under this arrangement may appear in any European
language or, in the case of volumes of collected essays, in several
languages.

New books will appear either as individual titles or in one of the series
which the Maison des Sciences de 'Homme and the Cambridge Uni-
versity Press have jointly agreed to publish. All books published jointly
by the Maison des Sciences de 'Homme and the Cambridge University
Press will be distributed by the Press throughout the world.

Cet ouvrage est publi€ dans le cadre de I'accord de co-édition passé en
1977 entre la Fondation de la Maison des Sciences de 'Homme et le
Press Syndicate of the University of Cambridge. Toutes les langues
européennes sont admises pour les titres couverts par cet accord, et les
ouvrages collectifs peuvent paraitre en plusieurs langues.

Les ouvrages paraissent soit isolément, soit dans 'une des séries que
la Maison des Sciences de 'Homme et Cambridge University Press ont
convenu de publier ensemble. La distribution dans le monde entier des
titres ainsi publiés conjointement par les deux établissments est assurée
par Cambridge University Press.
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Preface
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