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Robin Horton is a thinker whose ideas have influenced not only many of
his fellow anthropologists but also philosophers and others interested in
the study of religions and world-views. These ideas, however, are to be
found in scattered articles rather than in book form. In this selection of
some of his major theoretical essays, produced over a thirty-year period,
with specially written introduction and postscript, readers will for the first
time be able to get an overall view of his approach to the comparative study
of human thought-systems.

The essays take off from an attempt to understand African religious
thought, But they also deal with broader issues in the history and sociology
of thought, such as secularization and intellectual modernization. Essays
in the first part of the book undertake critical assessments of two
established interpretative approaches, the Symbolist and the Theological.
Those in the second part propose an alternative, ‘Intellectualist’ approach,
which emphasizes the similarities of structure and process between relig-
ious and scientific thinking. The postscript appraises the Intellectualist
approach in the light of recent theorizing about religions and world-views.
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