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Foreword 

I have a high regard for Dr 'Atu Emberson-Bain personally and intellectually, 
and for her work on labour relations in the Fijian gold-mines. Her background 
and intellectual formation give her unusual advantages for the analysis of such 
an 'intermediate' and transitional society as that of the Vatukoula miners, and 
she has used her opportunities well. Her book is of wide interest to those concerned 
with the economic and social problems of Third World countries. 

It will be obvious to any reader that there can be no question as to Dr Emberson-
Bain's thorough and meticulous scholarship. The book is a very substantial 
contribution, indeed probably definitive for its theme. It is well organised and 
clearly written, the great mass of empirical data is ably marshalled. Dr Emberson-
Bain shows herself well aware of the current comparative literature, e.g. on African 
mining communities, and handles it well; her theory is not obtrusive, but relevant. 

For the Pacific region, socioeconomic studies seem to have concentrated mainly 
on the problems of primary producers, farmers or fishermen, in their relations 
to the intrusive market economy; on petty entrepreneurs; and on the drift from 
the land to such quasi-metropolitan centres as Suva or Port Moresby or Noumea. 
I think Dr Emberson-Bain's book is a pioneer study of a discrete community 
living and working in a relatively isolated company town. As such it should 
be of much interest to readers in a number of related disciplines concerned 
with the changing social structures of Pacific Islanders, and beyond that to those 
interested in the Third World generally. 

Oskar Spate 
Australian National University 
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For my mother, Betty Emberson-Bain, and in loving memory of my grandmother 
Matilda Emberson: two women who, in different ways, continue to be an inspiration 
to me. 
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xx List of Abbreviations 

A NOTE ON CURRENCY 
Fiji currency is used in the text unless indicated otherwise. Pounds, shillings 
and pence were replaced by dollars and cents on 13 January 1969. 

1 ounce 
1 acre 
1 ton 

EQUIVALENTS 
approx. 30 grams 
approx. 0.4 hectare 

1 lb. (pound) 
1 pint 

approx. 1 tonne 
approx. 500 grams 
approx. 600 millilitres 

1 foot 
1 dwt 

approx. 30 centimetres 
approx. 1.555 grams 

ORTHOGRAPHY 
In Fijian b is pronounced mb, as in number; c is pronounced th as in that; 
d is pronounced nd as in find; g is pronounced ng as in singer; q is pronounced 
ng as in finger. 

A NOTE ON TERMINOLOGY 
In line with company practice after the Second World War the term 'Part-European' 
has been used in this book to describe persons of mixed (commonly Fijian 
and European) descent. The terms 'half-caste' (typical of the pre-war years) and 
'Euronesian', both of which are frequently found in company correspondence 
(and which are retained here when they appear in quotations) were used 
interchangeably with 'Part-European'. The term 'Indian' does not refer to workers 
recruited from India. It was used by the mining companies (in accordance with 
colonial convention) to describe Indo-Fijians. 'Indian' remains the official classi-
fication today. While the term is problematic, it is used in the text to avoid 
confusion. 
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Glossary 

buli 
dalo 
Degei 

galala 

kumala 
lillil 
leqa 
loloma 
luveniwai vaka viti 
mana 

masi 
Matanagata 
matanivanua 
mataqali 
ratu 
roko tui 

rourou 
soqosoqo 
tabu 
tabua 

taralala 

government-appointed district chief 
taro, a staple root crop 
chiefly ancestral god in the form of a snake, believed to 
live in the Nakauvadra mountain range 
literally meaning free, but generally used to refer to the inde-
pendent or 'free' farmer usually living outside the village 
and exempt from communal obligations 
sweet potato 
the conscription of goods and services (tribute) by a chief 
trouble(s) 
gift, offering, greetings, love 
traditional healer or medicine 
special powers, believed to be divinely ordained, held by 
chiefs or others in authority 
beaten bark cloth made from the paper mulberry tree 
face of the snake, traditional Fijian name for Vatukoula 
spokesperson or herald (traditionally male) for a chief 
the primary, patrilineal social division of a village 
man of chiefly rank 
head of provincial administration; sometimes also a title given 
to persons of rank 
green leafy vegetable (from the dalo plant) 
association or group 
sacred or sacred thing, taboo 
sperm whale's tooth used in ceremonial presentations or 
exchanges 
popular Fijian dance in pairs 
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xxii Glossary 

taukei 
teitei 
tui 
turaga ni koro 

turaga 
vale ni mate 
vanua 

Vatukoula 
vulagi 

indigenous Fijian landowners 
food garden 
chief 
government appointed village headman, not necessarily a 
chief 
chief, man of rank or status 
house of death, hospital 
land; political grouping or association of villages under one 
chief 
rock of gold 
visitor, outsider, alien, foreigner 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-36372-3 - Labour and Gold in Fiji
Atu Emberson-Bain
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521363723
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


In the Beginning 
(A legend from Saivou, Ra) 

During the late nineteenth century, some time after the fortified village of Nakorowaiwai 
had been under gun attack, the ancestral god Navosavakadua spoke to two elderly 
brothers, one of whom was called T aivesi, whose great grandfather was the T ui Naliwane 
of Nacareva, Nasova, in Navuni. Navosavakadua instructed the brothers to undertake 
a journey to Matanagata. They were to carry a sack of putrid soil that contained 
the remains of those who had been killed at Nakorowaiwai and to bury them in a 
hilly place called T olevu, not far from Matanagata. Under no circumstances were they 
to look around or behind them. 

The two men went on their way and eventually arrived close to the designated area. 
However, the younger brother was unfortunately suffering from yaws of the foot, and 
when he trod on some thorny grass he collapsed in pain. He cried out to his brother, 
who was walking ahead of him, 'Alas, I am finished. My legs are giving way. I feel 
weak. Something is happening here. Turn around. There is an old man (spirit) who 
has fallen out of the ivi tree, and he is staring at me from behind. Turn around, 
I can't walk. Let's pour the soil out here.' The older brother turned back and they 
both set to work to bury the soil. 

On their return journey, as they reached Drauniivi, the brothers met Navosavakadtta. 
They were severely reprimanded for their disobedience. 'You two have not returned 
from Tolevu as you were told,' he chided. 'You have buried the soil in the wrong 
place. Why did you stamp on it? You have both been foolish. Because of what you 
have done, the soil will be dug up before the time is right. The soil was to have brought 
great wealth to our government and people. It was to have provided for our people.' 

And so it came to pass: the riches of the soil at Matanagata were discovered 
and enjoyed by others. 
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