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absolute things (vs relative things), 6f
abstraction, 13
accident(s), 74, 156
one of the five universals, 180
action(s)
and passion(s), 218
as tendency to move, 60
bodily, joined with thoughts, 234
of the soul, 225
Adam, Ch. and Tannery, P., xi
affections, as objects of perception, 175
affirmation, as mode of thought/thinking,
83, 88
algebra, s, 28, 30
analysis
geometrical, 28, 30
in ancient geometry, 4
method of (vs synthesis), 149, 1502
ancient philosophy/philosophers, 70
angel, idea of, 92
anger, 176, 202, 227, 23§
animal spirits, 43, 64, 201f, 220~38
passim
animals
and human beings, 21, 45
and language, 44
and reason, 21, 44f, 238
anxiety, 232
appetites, natural, 112, 116f, 176, 183,
201f, 223, 227, 235
and volitions, 236
Archimedes, 8o
Aristotelians, see scholastic
philosophy/philosophers
Aristotle, 120, 207, 210
arithmetic, 2, s, 18, 78, 87
Arnauld, Antoine, ix, 75n
artefacts, and natural bodies, 209
arteries, 7
assertion, as mode of willing, 171
assumptions, 12
astrologers, 24
astronomers, assumptions/suppositions of,
12, 57f
astronomical reasoning, 90, 147, 187

astronomy, §, 78
atheists, and knowledge, 139f
atomism, 202f
atoms, impossibility of, r97f, 208
attentiveness, and the will, 234
attribute(s),

and knowledge of things/substances,

163,177

meaning of ‘attribute’, 178f

opposition between, 213

principal, 177
automatons, 44, 85, 172, 219f
aversion, as mode of willing, 171
axioms,

see also common notions 155f, 176

Baillet, Adrien, xiin, 25
basket of apples (compared with beliefs), 123
beasts, see animals
being, degrees of, 156
beliefs, rejection of, 76, 123
benefit and harm, and sensory
awareness, 116f, 118, 121, 186, 190
blind, man born, 130, 131
blind man’s stick, and transmission of
light, 58, 63, 66f
blood
and animal spirits, 221f, 224, 231
and emotions/passions, 202, 232, 23§
circulation of, 220
expansion/rarefaction of, 232
body, the (human)
acts upon the soul, 218
and the self, 82f
and sensations, 205
compared with machine, 44, 81, 119,
219f,225
compared with ship, 46, 116
distinct from the mind/soul, 36, 46,
73f, 86, 102, 114f, 119f, 126f,
143-50, 153, 158f, 162, 163f, 180,
214f
divisibility of, 74, 120
existence of, 115f
functions of, 219-2§ passim
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knowledge of, 163
living vs dead, 219f
movements of, 44, 81f, 219—25 passim
nourishment of, 221
parts of, 43f, 74, 120, 220
united with the mind/soul, 46, 111,
116f, 120-2, 176, 180, 190, 201, 214,
218,229f
unity/indivisibility of, 229
body/bodies
and extension, 13, 177
and thought/thinking, 149f
as substance(s), 177f
attributes of, 78, 81, 92f, 105, 116,
153,162,177
compared with a sponge, 191
existence of, 75, 105f, 110~12, 115f,
180,189
divisibility of, 74, 120, 148, 154, 169
idea of, 92f, 102, 138, 1479 passim
impenetrability of, 148
in general, 74, 78, 84, 153
knowledge of, 105
luminous, 6o
meaning of ‘body’, 153
mixed/composite, 42
nature/essence of, 73f, 81, 84f, 115,
138, 147, 154, 177f, 190f
rarefaction/condensation of, 191f
supremely perfect, 138
see also material things, matter
boldness, 233
Bourdin, Pierre, ix
brain, 44, 220, 221f
and passions, 23 2f
and pineal gland, 230
and mind/soul, 61f, 68, 120-2, 201,
204,230f
Burman, Frans, xii

categories, Aristotelian, én
Caterus, Johannes, ix
Catholic Church, authority of, 46, 212
cause(s)
and effects, 54
causal adequacy principle, 91f, 93, 97,
155
efficient, 91, 154, 169
final, 100, 169
of the self, 96f, 157
proximate/primary vs
remote/accidental, 216f
reasoning from, 168, 188, 209—11
certain knowledge/cognition, 1—4 passim,
11f, 17, 34, 164
certainty, 87, 109, 123, 124, 125
criterion of, 36, 87, 139—43, 174
moral vs metaphysical, 39, 210f

chiliagon, thinking about, 11
chimera, idea/thought of, g2f
Christina, Queen of Sweden, x
circle, Cartesian, 139—43
clear and distinct notions/ideas/concepts
of bodies, g2f
of the soul, 73
of substances, 178
regarding material things, 209
truth of, 39, 188
clear and distinct perception/conception
and avoidance of error, 3, 104, 171,
174
as criterion of truth, 36, 39, 73, 106,
109, 126,170,174
certainty of, 87, 108, 140~3, 155
meaning of ‘clear’/‘distinct’ perception,
174f
of bodies, 92
of common notions, 176
of sensations/thoughts, 184
truth of, 36, 39, 73, 75, 87, 104, 106,
114, 126, 137, 141, 142f, 170, 174
clear and distinct propositions, and
mental intuition, 11
cogito argument (certainty of one’s own
existence), 36, 73, 80of, 85f, 102,
126-8, 161f, 188
cognitio {vs scientia), 140n
cognitive faculty, 111
cold, sensation of, 228
colour(s)
idea/sensation of, 64f, 112, 131, 176,
1835 passim, 216
nature of, §8, 61
perception of, §8, 61, 64f, 183, 185f
common notions, 13f, 155f, 164, 176,
199,216
innateness of, 216
common sense, §§
‘common’ sense, the, 44, 61f, 70, 85,
1z0n
composite entities, vs simple entities, 214
composite natures, 9, 12—~X7 passim
composition/conjunction, of simple
natures, 14f, 16f
conceptual distinction, 181f
concurrence, divine, 74, 104, 177
condensation, and rarefaction, 191f
conduct of life (vs contemplation of the
truth), 32, 35, 75, 79, 160
corporeal imagination, 16, 153, 156
corporeal nature, 9, 13, 37, 73, 102, 110,
112,115,188
corporeal thing(s), substance(s), see
body/bodies
corpus, 115n
courage, 232, 233, 23§
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creation
conceptually distinct from preservation,

96
God and, 166f
of a ‘new’ world, 41—3
of the world, 42
Cynic, 24

death, cause of, 219
deduction
and enumeration/induction, 11
as a means of acquiring knowledge, 2,
3f, 8, 10, 16f, 18
vs experience, 2
vs intuition, 3f
definitions, 163
Democritus, 208
denial
as mode of thought/thinking, 83, 87
as mode of willing, 171
Descartes
death of, x
project/plan of, 26f, 33—5, 46—56
passim
writings of, vi-x
dialecticians, 2, 139
differentia, one of the five universals,
179f
discernment, 10
distance, visual perception of, 67—72
passim
distinction
conceptual (‘of reason’), 96, 181f
modal, 115, 180f, 182
real, 115, 146f, 153, 158f, 180, 181,
182
divine revelation, 168, 188f
divisibility
as mode of extended substance, 176
of bodies/matter, 38, 74, 120, 169, 197
doubt
as mode of thought/thinking, 83, 87
as mode of willing, 171
concerning material things, 73, 82
concerning mathematical
demonstrations, 36, 78, 87f, 114,
161,164,170
concerning objects of the senses, 36,
76f, 113f, 123f, 160f, 170
everything to be called into, 26f, 34,
35f, 73, 76, 78f, 80, 123, 160
metaphysical reason for, 88, 125
method of, 26, 35f, 73, 76
reasons for, 76—9, 114, 122
dreaming, as a reason for doubt, 36, 39f,
77, 110, 114, 122, 125f, 161
dreams, ideas/illusions of, 36, 90, 226,
228

dropsy, man with, 119, 122
duration
as attribute/mode, 178f
as object of perception/understanding,
93,175, 178
conceptually distinct from enduring
substance, 181
knowledge of, 184
meaning of ‘duration’, 179

Earth
formation of, 42
motion of, 186, 194
effects, deduced from causes, 43, 54f,
168,188,209~11
Elizabeth, Princess of Bohemia, x
eminently (vs formally), gof, 93, 95, 116,
153,157,158,166
emotions, 88, 112, 176, 201f
as objects of perception, 176, 183
passions defined as, 229
enumeration {or induction)
and deduction, 11
and intuition, 8, 11
and knowledge, 7f, 11
error(s)
as defects/privations, 100, 103, 170f
avoidance of, 100, 103-5§, 122, 123-5,
161, 171,174, 185§
causes of, 15f, 99105 passim, 133f,
170~2,185-8
nature of, 101, 170f
of reasoning, 36, 78, 161
of the senses, 36, 76—9 passim, 123f,
161
of vision, 68—72
proneness to, 78, 85, 99, 109f
essense vs. existence, 107f, 135-9, 156f,
165
essence/nature
of body/bodies, 73f, 81, 84f, 115, 138,
147, 154, 177f, 190f
of God, 93f, 100, 135~9, 153f, 165
of the mind/soul, 8sf, 87, 115, 154,
162
of the self, 81-3, 85f, 87, 114f
of a thing/substance, 177, 213
eternal truths, 175, 176, 188
evil, see good and evil
evil demon, see malicious demon
evolution of the world/Earth, 42
existence
and conceivability, 214f
and essence, 107f, 135-9, 156f, 165
as an attribute/property, 136, 178
as a perfection, 1o7f, 138
necessary (vs possible/contingent), 137,
154f,164f
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notion of, 163
of body/bodies, God, the self, see
body/bodies, God, self
of external things, gof, 164
cxpcric?cc, as a source of knowledge, 2,
15
expériences, 48n
explanation(s),
causal, 209
mechanical, 200, 207, 209f
extended thing/substance, 84, 115, 175f,
177, 180, 190f
conceptually distinct from extension,
182f
existence of, 189
extension
and quantity, 10§, 1913
as mode of a substance, 93, 182f
as nature/essence of body/bodies, 84f,
148, 153, 1771, 182, 190
as principal attribute of corporeal
substance(s), 177f
as simple nature, 13
conceptually distinct from extended
substance, 182f
indefinite, 169, 198
modes of, 175f, 177f, 183
of space(s) and of body/bodies, 193—7
passim
of the world, 198
external things, existence of, 9of, 164
eye, structure of, 63f

faith, 134, 149, 188f
truths of, 34
falsity
material, 93, 94
of ideas, 39, 88, 93
falsum, 162n
fear, 202, 232, 235, 237
Ferdinand II, Holy Roman Emperor, 25
figures, and ideas/imagination, 111f, 216
fire/flame, nature of, 42
first principles, 4
and absolute certainties, 211f
flavours, perception of, 64
formally (vs eminently), 9of, 93, 95, 116,
153,157,158,166
free will/choice, see will
French vs Latin, Descartes’ use of, 55

Galileo Galilei, 46n

Gassendi, Pierre, ix

genus, one of the five universals, 179f

geometers, 4, 73, 151f

geometrical demonstrations, 29, 38, 75,
150f

geometrical method/order, 150~-2

geometry, 2, 4f, 18, 78, 87, 199

God
actual not potential being, 95
and ‘new’ world, 41
and error, 99-10§ passim, 161, 164,
170~4 passim
as creator/preserver, 42f, 157f, 161,
167,188
as nature in its general aspect, 116
as a substance, 153, 177
authority of, 188f
benevolence of, 79, 118, 121, 167, 211
concurrence of, 74, 103, 177
existence of, 15, 37-9, 74, 75, 78, 88,
93~8, 106-10, 135-9, 142f, 149,
156-8,164—7,188
idea of, 38, 74, 99, 93f, 97, 108, 131f,
164~7 passim, 178
immutability of, 90, 93, 178
infinitude of, 90, 93, 95, 100, 149, 168f
innateness of idea of, 108, 216f
justice of, 149
likeness of, 98, 101
knowledge of, 38, 164, 166, 168
nature/attributes of, 37, g0, 93f, 97,
153,166f
necessary existence of, 135, 154f, 164f
non-corporeality of, 167f
not a deceiver, 39f, 98, 99, 105, 109,
116, 118, 122, 141, 143, 170, 174,
189,211
perfection(s) of, 37f, 90, 93f, 94f, 107f,
153, 154f,164f, 166, 167f
power/omnipotence of, 78, 93, 96f,
110, 121, 13§, 159, I61, 167, 172,
180,197
proved from essence of (‘ontological’
argument), 38, 1069, 135~9, 156f,
164f
proved from existence of oneself, 95~7,
157f,166f
proved from objective perfection of
idea of, 36f, 935, 157, 165f
purposes of, 100, 168
revelations of, 168, 188
simplicity and unity of, 37f, 97, 167f
supposition of deceitful, 78, 80, 87f,
161,173
understanding of, 168
will of, 101, 134f, 168
good and evil, knowledge of, 237
good sense, 20, 32, §5
see also reason
grace, divine, xo2
gravitas, 148n
gravity, 148, 208

habit, effect of, 234, 238
hardness, sensation of, 176, 190, 20af
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Harvey, William, 220
hate/hatred, 201, 202
health, xx8—21 passim
hearing, sense of, 18, 203
heart
and emotions/passion, 201f, 230f, 232,
235
beating of (pulse), 221
heat in, 221, 225
movement/structure of, 2.20f
heat
of the body, 219
sensation/idea of, 117, 118, 176, 202f,
227
heaviness, sensation of, 202f
see also gravity
history, study of, 22f
Hobbes, Thomas, ix
human beings
and language, 44f
as composed of mind and body, 75,
116, 117f, 121, 149f, 214
vs animals, 44~6
hunger, 112, 116f, 201, 202, 227

‘T, see self
ideas
adventitious (from external source),
89f,215
and images, 88, 132, 153
as modes/forms of thought/thinking,
89, 152, 164, 165
clear and distinct, see clear and
distinct notions/ideas
corporeal, 13
innate, 89, 90, 97, 108, 131, 190, 215f
falsity of, 39, 88, 93
fictitious/invented/made-up, 89, 108,
137,215
formal reality of, 91, 133
meaning of ‘idea’, 88, 132, r52f
negative (vs positive), 99f
objective reality of, 91f, 132f, 153
origin of, 8g—95 passim, 16sf, 189
sensory, 44, 58f, 92f, 97, 112f, 116f
taken to resemble objects, 62f, 89f,
113,164, 183f
universal, r7of
images, 59, 62—72 passim, 88, 132, 153,
230,231f
imagination
and knowledge of the self, 82f
and perception of distance, 67f
and volition, 234
as faculty/source of knowledge, 9, 12,
15f, 38, 82f, 101, 110-12, 161
as mode of
thought/thinking/perception, 83, 87,

11§,225f
corporeal, 16, 44, 132, 153
objects of, 187
vs intellect/understanding, 38, 75, 85f,
98f, 111f, 132, 147f
imaginings, 226, 228
immortality of the mind/soul, 73f
imperceptible bodies
existence of, 207f
knowledge of, 208f
impulse, as source of composite ideas, 16
Incarnation, the, 168
indefinite (vs infinite), 169
indifference, see will
induction, see enumeration
infinite (vs indefinite), 169
infinite, idea/understanding of the, 94, 95
infinite being, 166
informare, 200n
innate ideas/notions, 89, 90, 97, 108, 131,
190,215—17
intellect
and imagination, 72, 85f, 98f
and judgement, 171
and the mind/soul, 82, 128f
and the self, 82
and the senses, 86, 115, 116, 118, 124,
141,154, 190
and the will, 33, 34, 101,103, 171f
as faculty of knowledge, of, 12-17
passim, 141
as faculty/mode of thought/thinking,
171
finite vs infinite, 102, 104, 171f
see also understanding
intellectual act(s), 115, 128f
intellectual/spiritual nature, 9, 13, 37,
73
intentional forms, s9
intueri, 2n
intuition
as a means of acquiring knowledge,
3f, 6, 9~12 passim, 14
clear and distinct, 10, 11
vs deduction, 3, 11
vs enumeration, 11

jaundice, man with, 16, 39f, 70, 140
joy, 176, 201f, 227

intellectual vs animal, 201f
judgement(s)

acts of, 88f

and error, 14, 88, 99f, 140f, 171—4

passim

and the will, ro1f, 171, 237

concerning objects of the senses, 185-7

faculty of, 99, 140

nature of, 171
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knowing subjects, 12

knowledge
and action, 237
and enumeration (or induction), 8
and imagination, 12
and the intellect/understanding, of, 12
and passions, 237
and reason, 40
faculty of, 101, 111, 170
foundations of, 76
method of acquiring, 3f, 4, 7f, 29f
modes of, 3f, 225
objects of, 12, 29f
of body/bodies, God, the self, see

body/bodies, God, self

of common notions, 164
of effects through causes, 168
of eternal truths, 176, 188
of good and evil, 237
of nature, 49, §5
of sensations, 183—5, 188
of substance(s), 163, 177f
of things, 2, 12
reflective, 127f
scientia (vs cognitio), 1n, 140n
scope of, 9

Labyrinth, the, 6
language
and animals, 44f
and error, 187f
and reason, 44
and thought/thinking, 44f, 238
laws of mechanics, 207
laws of nature
established by God, 40
of ‘new’ world, 41
light
consists in movement/action, 60
instantaneous transmission of, 42, 58
nature of, 42, 57-61
perception of, 59, 64f
quantity of perceived, 65
rays of, 6o
reflection of, 6of
sensation/idea of, 64, 176, 184, 204,
206,227
light of nature/reason, 3, 188
see also natural light
limit, 13
locus internuslexternus, 193n
logic, 28f
love, 176, 201, 202
Lully, Raymond, 28
Lycurgus of Sparta, 26n

machine
the body compared with, 43~5, 81,
119, 219f, 225

Index

idea of highly intricate, 74f, 165f
natural object compared with, 209f
visible universe compared with, 200
madmen, 68, 77, 125f
magnet, nature of, 18
malicious demon, 79, 80, 81
man, nature of, 121
material things
certainty about, 211
clear and distinct notions about, 209
doubt about, 71
existence of, 75, 105, 110~12, 115f,
131,189
forms of, 206
vs thinking things, 175
see also body/bodies
mathematical demonstrations/proofs, 2,
199,211
mathematics, 2, 4f, 22, 23, 29f, 199
as mathesis universalis, §
certainty of, 78, 88, 106, 211
corporeal nature as the subject-matter
of, 110, 112, 11§
matbesis, §n
matter
and bodies, 189, 199
and motion, 198
and quantity, 199
celestial, 198
divisibility of, 197, 198
existence of, 189
idea of, 198
indefinitely/infinitely divisible, 207f
mobility of, 198
nature/essence of, 190, 198
of ‘new’ world, 41
quantity of, 197
subtle, 59
terrestrial, 198
variety in (diversity of forms of), 198
Maximilian, Duke of Bavaria, 2§
mechanics, as a division of physics, 209f
medicine, 471, 55, 78, 210
Meditations on First Philosophy, 170,
182
memory
and deduction, 4, 7, 11, 12
and error, 174
and knowledge, 9, 12, 101, 139, 142
and preconceived opinions, 186f
and volition, 233f
and waking experience, 122
as mode of thought/thinking, 183
Mersenne, Marin, ix, 75n, 120n
metaphysical certainty (vs moral), 39,
210f
metaphysical reason for doubt, 88, 125
metaphysics, vs geometry, 151f
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Meteorology, viii
method
analytic (vs synthetic), 150of
as following an order, 6
Descartes’ 20f, 29-31, 34
four rules of, 29
main secret of, 6
of investigating the truth, 4—7
mind
and brain, 120f, 201, 204, 230
as a mode of the body, 149f, 213, 214f
as the subject of thought/thinking, 36,
82,115, 128-31, 153, X162, 17§
as a substance, 74, 115, 128f, 153, 158,
177f,213f
aware of its contents, 86, 96, 127,
130f,152
distinct from the body, 36, 37, 73f, 82,
110, 114f, 119f, 143-50, 158f, 162f,
180,214, 218f
essence/nature of, 74, 82, 85f, 96, 112,
119f, 162, 177f, 182
indivisibility of, 74, 120
knowledge of, 36, 86, 96, 130f, 154,
163f, 177, 182f
united with the body, 116f, 119f, 121,
144, 1491, 176, 180, 185f, 187, 190,
201f, 205f, 229—3 4 passim
see also soul
modal.distinction, 180f, 182
mode(s)
meaning of ‘mode’, 178f
nature of, 213f
of extended substance, 175f, 177,
182,214
of thinking substance, 175, 177, 182f,

214
of thought/thinking, 17x
vs substance(s), 93, 115, 156, 180f,
213~1§
moral certainty (vs metaphysical), 39,
210f
moral code, Descartes’ provisional, 31—4
motion(s)
and sensations, 58f, 63, 205f
and shapes, 199
as mode of extended substance, 81,
176,178, 181,183
as mode of extension, 183
as source of variety in matter, 198f
force producing it, 183
knowledge/perception of, 184, 205f
local, 105, 162, 184, 205f
vs action (tendency to move), 6o
see also movement(s)
mountain and valley, 107, 138
movement(s)
bodily, 43f, 205, 219—25, 231§

245

habitual, 234f
non-voluntary, 224f, 232f
voluntary, 225, 233—§
see also motion(s)
muscles, movements of, 222—§, 231
music, as a branch of mathematics, §

natural appetites, 112, 116f, 176, 183,
201f, 223, 227, 23§
natural impulses, as the source of beliefs
89f, 117
natural light, 25, 33, 75, 89, 91, 95, 96,
98, 103, 117, 139, 163, 167, 169f,
174
see also light of nature/reason
natural phenomena, explicable by
Descartes’ principles, 48f, 206, 211
nature
as the principle of motion and rest,
198f
God or, 116, 169
knowledge of, 48, 55
meaning of ‘nature’, 116, 119
purposes of, 169
teachings of, 89, 113, 116~19
see also essence/nature
nature(s)
common, 13f
composite (vs simple), 9, 13, x5~17
corporeal/extended/material, 9, 13, 37,
73, 102, 110, 11§, 188
intellectual/spiritual, 9, 13, 37, 73
possible (vs actual), 210
simple (vs composite), éf, 9, 12—-17
true and immutable, 106f, 108, 136-9,
165
necessary conjunction, 14f, 17
necessary existence (vs
possible/contingent), 37, 154f, 164f
nerves, 62—72 passim, 120f, 2016
passim, 207, 220f, 223, 225, 226f,
228, 231—4 passim
‘new’ men, 43
‘new’ world, 41-3
nothing(ness)/non-being
comes from nothing 39, 93, 154, 155,
166,176
idea of, 93, 99f
possesses no attributes, 163, 177, 197
notions, see common notions, simple
notions
number
as mode of thinking, 179
as object of perception/understanding,
105, 175, 178
conceptually distinct from thing
numbered, 178, 192
nutrition, 81
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objective perfection, 165f
objective reality/being, 74f, o1f, 132f,
153,155,157
observations, necessary for knowledge,
48f, 52f
‘ontological’ argument, 38, 106~9, 135-9,
156f,164f
optics, as a branch of mathematics, §
oratory, 23
order
as concern of mathematics, §
as object of perception/understanding,
175,178
of knowledge, r2f
of method, 6, rof

pain
and harm to the body, 117f, 185f, 203
judgements concerning, 183f
perception of, 175
sensation/idea of, 65, 112f, 116f, 121,
147,176, 203, 204
passions
and actions, 218
and bodily states/movements, 232~4
as confused thoughts/perceptions, 202,
229
as objects of perception, 176
as sensations, 229
causes of, 229, 232f, 2357
control over, 235-8
definition of ‘passions of the soul’,
228f
general vs strict sense of ‘passion’,
226,227f
in dreams, 22
principal effect of, 233
perception(s)
as mode/kind of thought/thinking, 171,
175f,225
as operation of the intellect, 85f, 142,
171
as passions (in a general sense),
22§
causes of, 225—8
clear and distinct, see clear and
distinct perception/conception
objects of, 175f, 226-8
sensory/sense-, see sensory
awareness/sense-perception
sorts of, 22§
visual, 59, 64~72
perfect being, idea of, 74f, 94f, 97, 1371,

154
perfect body, idea of, 138
perfection(s)
idea of, 37, x67
objective, 165f

Index

of God, 37f, 90, 93f, 94f, x07f, 138,
164-8 passim
of man, 118, 172
phantom limb, 113f, 121, 204
philosophers, ancient, §1
philosophy
and science, jof
practical vs speculative, 47
rules for correct philosophizing,
188
physics, 20, 47, 78, 100
fundamental principles of Descartes’,
59, 199
pineal gland, 120n, 230-8 passim
place
and space, 193~
external, 194f
internal, 193f
pleasure, bodily
and benefit to the body, 117f, 185f,
203
judgements concerning, 183f
sensations of, 112, 113, 176, 203
plurality of worlds, impossibility of,
198
poetry, 23
position
as mode of extended substance, 63,
176
as mode of extension, 183
determination of, 194
knowledge of, 184
perception of, 66f
praise and blame, and voluntary action,
172
preconceived opinion(s), 26, 29, 31, 73,
76, 79, 109, 117f, 124, 1471, 160,
165, 175, 176, 184, 185—91 passim,
196
preordination, divine, and freedom of the
will, 173
preservation (in being), 96, 156
primary notions, 1§1f
privations and negations, simple natures
as, 14
probable cognition (vs knowledge), 1
property, one of the five universals, sof
proportions, study of, 29f
purposes, of God or nature (final
causes), 100, 169
quality/qualities
meaning of ‘quality’, 178f
of bodies, 63, 147
perceived by sight, 64
‘real’, 93, 147, 206
sensible/perceived by the sense, g2f,
112f, 147, 205f
tactile, 112, 147, 176, 202
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quantity
and body/extension/matter, 10§, 182,
191-3,197, 199
conceptually distinct from extended
substance, 192
indefinitely divisible, 169

rainbow, 6§
rarefaction, explanation of, 191f, 197
rational soul, 8, 43, 45f, 235f
real distinction, 115, 146f, 153, 158f, 180,
181,182
‘real’ qualities, 93, 149, 206
reality/being
degrees of, 93, 156
objective, 74f, 91f, 132f, 153, 155f, 157
potential (vs actual), 95
reason
and animals, 21, 44f, 238
and Descartes’ method, 30
and knowledge/truth, 26, 28, 40
and the mind, 82
as ‘good sense’, 20f
vs the senses, 113, 189
reflection, of light, 6of
Regius, Henricus, x, 213~17 passim
relations, 7
relative things (vs absolute things), 7
rest, motion and, 198
revelation, devine, 168, 188f
rules, of Descartes’ method, 29

sadness, 176, 201, 228
sceptics, 34, 36
scholastic philosophy/philosophers, 2, 38,
47, 51f, 191n
sciences, 1f, 29f
and philosophy, 24, 3of
false, 24
reform of, 26f
scientia, 1n, 140N
self
and the body, 81f, r16f
and the mind/soul, 36, 82f, 128~31,
162
as a substance, 128f, 180
creation/preservation of, 167
essence/nature of, 36, 81—3, 85f, 114f,
145,162
existence of, see cogito argument
indivisibility of, 120
knowledge of, 813, 8sf, r14f, 143—5
origin of existence of, 95f, 166f
self-movement, power of, 81
sensations
and material things, 84f, 118, 147, 189
and thought/thinking, 116f, 185f, 201,
204

247

causes of, 11214, 176, 189, 201—6
passim, 219, 220, 223, 227
internal (vs external), 44, 112, 118,
201-3,223,227
knowledge of, 176, 183, 188, 227
passions considered as, 229
variety of, 201-6 passim
visual, 64~71 passim
sense organs, 61, 113, 216, 222f, 227,
230
senses
and the intellect, 86, 115, 116, 118,
141, 154, 190
as source of ideas/opinions, 76f, 84f,
106,112—-14
external, 15f, 44, 61~3, 11214, 202—4,
205f, 227, 229, 230
internal (vs external), 201f, 223
objects of, 15f, 44, 112f, 187, 202f,
227,235
reliability of, 35f, 40, 75, 76f, 87, 117,
122, 123—5, 154, 160
withdrawal of the mind from, 38, 73,
74,98, 152,154
sensible qualities, 92f, 112f, 147, 205f
sensory awareness/sense-perception, 61—3,
112—14, 115f, 118, 162, 2016, 227,
230,231f
and benefitharm to the body, r16f,
118,121,186, 190
and the intellect, 86, 115, 116, 118,
124, 141, 154, 190
and the self, 83
as mode of perception, 171
as mode of thought/thinking, 83, 87,
115,162
faculty of, 9, 12, 15f, 115, 118
neural basis of, 119-21, 2016
objects of, 15f, 183, 187, 2016, 227
of external objects, 61—3, 83, 84f, 112f,
115f, 183—7 passim, 205f, 212, 227,
229,230, 231f
sensus communis, 120n
shape(s)
as mode of extended substance(s), 84,
92, 105, 111f, 162, 176, 177f
knowledge/perception of, 184, 186
visual perception of, 68
ship, the body compared with, 46, 116
sight, sense of, 38, 63—72, 203f, 231f
simple entities (vs composite entities),
214
simple natures/objects/things, s, 6f, 9,
1217 passim
simple notions, 163, 175
simple propositions, 6, 11
vs problems, 17f
sin, 75, 102, 167f
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size spirits, animal, 43, 64, 201f, 220-38
as mode of extended substance(s), 84, passim
92, 105, 175f stars, preconceived opinion about size,
knowledge/perception of, 184, 186 117f,186f
visual perception of, 68 substance(s)
sleep attributes/qualities of, 177f, 181f,
and dreaming, 36, 39f, 77, 110, 114, 213f

122, 126, 161
and thought/thinking, 162
and waking, 77, 126, 161, 204
perception(s) during, 328
smell(s)
knowledge/perception of, 117, 185
sensationfidea of, 112, 147, 176, 223
sense of, 38, 203
soul
action on the body, 219, 222, 231-§
passim
actions vs passions of, 225, 234
and brain, 201f, 204f, 222f, 227
and pineal gland, 230, 236
as mode of the body, 214
as the subject of thought/thinking, 36,
162,219, 22.§
control over the passions, 235—8
distinct from the body, 8, 36, 45f, 81,
162,229f
functions of, 225, 230f, 233, 236
has no parts, 236
has sensory awareness, 61-3, 201-6,
227,230
immortality of, 73f
meaning of ‘soul’, 153
nature of, 18
rational, 8, 43, 45f, 235f
sensitive, 43, 235f
strength/weakness of, 237f
united with the body, 46, 201, 214,
218,229f
vegetative, 43
see also mind
sound(s)
perception of, 64
sensations/ideas of, 176, 204, 206,
227
space(s)
and body/matter, 38, 1938 passim
and extension, 194—~8 passim
as external place, 195
as internal place, 193—5
conceptally distinct from extended
substance, 194
empty, 117, 1957
indefinitely extended, 38, 198
Sparta, 26
species, one of the five universals, 179f
species, §9n

body as a, 153, 177
corporeal/extended, 74, 93, 115, 153,
158, 175f, 177f, 180—3 passim, 186,
187, 190—9 passim
created, 74, 177f
finite vs infinite, 93f, 153
God as 1, 93, 153, 177
idea of, 93f
incorruptibility of, 74
knowledge of, 163, 177f
meaning of ‘substance’, 146, 153, 177
the mind/soul as a, 74, 153, 177f, 214f
nature/essence of, 177
real distinction between, 74, 114f, 147,
153,180
the self as a, 93, 115
thinking/incorporeal/intellectual, 36,
115, 129, 153, 158, 175f, 177f, 1803
passim, 193, 215
vs mode(s), 156, 177f, 180f, 182f
substantial forms, 149, 206
subtle matter, 59
sun, ideas of the, 90
surface(s), as boundary between bodies,
195
syllogism, the cogito as a, 127
synthesis, method of (vs analysis), 151f

tactile qualities, 112, 147, 176, 202
taste(s)
knowledge/perception of, 117, 185, 186
sensations of, 112, 147, 176, 186, 188,
203,223
sense of, 203
terror, 232
theology, 23
things, as objects of perception, 175f
thinking thing/substance, 36, 82f, 87, 93,
96, 99, 129-31, 149, 153, 175f, 1771,
180, 182, 190
conceptually distinct from
thought/thinking, 182
thirst, 112, 116f, 201, 202, 227
thought/thinking
and animals, 44
and imagination, 83, 87, 115, 225f
and innate ideas/notions, 21§
and language, 44f
and sensations, 189f, 205
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and sense—perception/sensory
awareness, 83, 87, 130, 153, 162,
171,176

as essence/nature of the
mind/soul/self,36, 8z2f, 130, 153, 162,

of God, 1341, 168
objects of the, 187
pure, 111, 171

vs grasping, 94, 166
see also intellect

177f, 182, 188, 215, 225 unity of nature/composition, 149f
as mode of body, 149 universal(s)
as mode of a substance, 182f as mark of an ‘absolute’, 6
caused by motions in the body, 205 as modes of thinking, 179f
conceptually distinct from thinking universe, indefinitely extended, 198
substance, 182
confused (vs distinct), 202, 20§ vacuum/void, impossibility of, 195-7, 208
faculty of, 128 veins, 220
meaning of ‘thought’, 152, 162 vision, sense of, 64—72
mind’s awareness of, 86, 96, 1271, volition(s)
130f,152 and natural appetites, 236
modes/kinds of, 83, 87, 115, 171, 175f, and pineal gland, 233-8 passim
177f, 183, 214, 255, 233 as actions of the soul, 223, 225, 229,
tickling sensation, 65 233—§
time as mode/kind of thought/thinking, 171,
meaning of ‘time’, 179 175,183,223, 225,233
nature of, 96, 167 perceptions of, 225f
touch sorts of, 225
qualities perceived by, 112, 147, 176,
203 waking, and sleep, 161, 204
sensations/ideas of, 176, 203 wax, piece of, 84—6, 130
sense of, 124, 202f, 207 will
transparent body/bodies, §8~61, 63f, 65 and bodily movement, 225, 233—5
triangle and error, 99—-105, 1704
essence/nature of, 106f, 109, 135f, 137f, and the good, 104, 156
144-7,154 and the intellect/understanding, 33, 34,
idea of, 111, 179f 101—5 passim, 133f, 171—4
Trinity, Holy, 149, 168 and judgement, 101f, 171f, 237
truth and the passions, 235
criterion of, 36, 39, 73, 106, 109, 126, as a mode of thought/thinking, 83, 87,
136, 140-3, 15§, 170, 174 88, 171,225,233
doubt and, 160f, 170 conflicts between natural appetites and,
method of investigating, 4f 23§~7
see also knowledge faculty vs operation of, 103
truth(s), eternal 175, 176, 188 freedom of, 101f, 156, 161, 172f, 233

indifference of, 102f, 134f, 173
of God, 101, 134f, 168

understanding scope of, 102, 171f
and imagination, 86, 111f, 187 strength/weakness of, 237f
and will, 134 willing, modes of, 171, 175
as mode of thought/thinking, 83, 87, wisdom, 1
128,162,171,183 words, as cause of error, 187
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