Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-35767-8 - The Theory and Practice of Autonomy
Gerald Dworkin

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE STUDIES IN PHILOSOPHY

The Theory and Practice of Autonomy

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521357675
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-35767-8 - The Theory and Practice of Autonomy
Gerald Dworkin

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE STUDIES IN PHILOSOPHY

General editor SYDNEY SHOEMAKER

Advisory editors j. E. J. ALTHAM, SIMON BLACKBURN,
GILBERT HARMAN, MARTIN HOLLIS, FRANK JACKSON,
JONATHAN LEAR, JOHN PERRY, BARRY STROUD

JAMES CARGILE Paradoxes: a study in form and predication
PAUL M. CHURCHLAND Scientific realism and the plasticity of mind
N. M. L. NATHAN Evidence and assurance
WILLIAM LYONS Emotion
PETER SMITH Realism and the progress of science
BRIAN LOAR Mind and meaning
J. E. ROSS Portraying analogy
DAVID HEYD Supererogation
PAUL HORWICH Probability and evidence
ELLERY EELLS Rational decision and causality
HOWARD ROBINSON Matter and sense
E. J. BOND Reason and value
D. M. ARMSTRONG What is a law of nature?

H. B. KYBURG, JR. Theory and measurement
M. ROBINS Promising, intending and moral autonomy
N. J. H. DENT The moral psychology of the virtues
R. A. DUFF Trials and punishments
FLINT SCHIER Deeper into pictures
ANTHONY APPIAH Assertion and conditionals
ROBERT BROWN Analyzing love
ROBERT M. GORDON The structure of emotions
FRANGOIS RECANATI Meaning and force
WILLIAM G. LYCAN Judgement and justification

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521357675
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-35767-8 - The Theory and Practice of Autonomy
Gerald Dworkin

Frontmatter

More information

The Theory and

Practice
of Autonomy

Gerald Dworkin

University of Illinois at Chicago

| CAMBRIDGE

@) UNIVERSITY PRESS

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521357675
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-35767-8 - The Theory and Practice of Autonomy
Gerald Dworkin

Frontmatter

More information

PUBLISHED BY THE PRESS SYNDICATE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE
The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Cambridge CB2 1RP, United Kingdom

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 2RU, United Kingdom
40 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011-4211, USA
10 Stamford Road, Oakleigh, Melbourne 3166, Australia

© Cambridge University Press 1988

This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 1988
Reprinted 1989, 1991, 1995, 1997

Typesct in Bembo
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library
Library of Congess Cataloguing-in-Publication Data is available

ISBN 0-521-34452-2 hardback
ISBN 0-521-35767-5 paperback

Transferred to digital printing 2001

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521357675
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-35767-8 - The Theory and Practice of Autonomy
Gerald Dworkin

Frontmatter

More information

For
Miriam, who made it possible
Joan, who made it probable

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521357675
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-35767-8 - The Theory and Practice of Autonomy
Gerald Dworkin

Frontmatter

More information

Contents

Preface
Acknowledgments

(O S S S

PART 1 THEORY

The nature of autonomy

The value of autonomy

Moral autonomy

Autonomy, science, and morality
Is more choice better than less?

PART II PRACTICE

6 Consent, representation, and proxy consent
7 Autonomy and informed consent
8 Paternalism: some second thoughts
9 The serpent beguiled me and I did eat: entrapment
and the creation of crime
10 Behavior control and design
Epilogue
Bibliography
Index

vii

page ix
xiii

21
34
48
62

85
100
121

130
150

161
167
171

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521357675
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-35767-8 - The Theory and Practice of Autonomy
Gerald Dworkin

Frontmatter

More information

Preface

I

There are those who know from the start where they are going
and those who only realize after the journey where they have been
traveling. I am one of the latter. I wrote about issues, problems,
theses, as they occurred to me, as they provoked or baffled me,
seriatim. My Ph.D. thesis was on the nature and justification of
coercion, and two of my earliest publications were based on that
work.' In one I considered why those who choose under coercive
pressures should not be considered to be acting freely (in spite of
the fact that they would prefer to choose as they do, given their
circumstances). In the other I considered the kinds of intetferences
with people justified by reference to their own good and when, if
ever, such interferences might be justified. In both cases I was
dealing with the choices people make and the significance and value
of their making those choices in accordance with their own stan-
dards and preferences. I had embarked, without being aware of it,
on a voyage circling that territory which I later came to think of
as “autonomy.”’

My first actual use of the term was in an essay in applied ethics.?
It was written at a time when there was much concern about issues
such as psychosurgery, aversive conditioning, subliminal advertis-
ing, and drug therapy. I was asked by the Hastings Center to
participate in a working group considering the ethics of various
ways of influencing persons and their behavior. I realized that many
claims were made about the ethical significance of various tech-
niques in terms of their differential effects on autonomy, but that
very little was said about that elusive concept. I embarked on my
first exploration into the territory itself.

1 “Acting Freely,” Nous (November 1970). “Paternalism,” Monist (January 1972).
2 “Autonomy and Behavior Control,” Hastings Center Report (February 1976).
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In the succeeding years there were reasons of a theoretical and
practical nature for my continued interest in the topic. This was a
decade in which bioethics was rapidly developing, and one of its
central problems was that of medical experimentation and inno-
vative therapy. Discussions of informed consent, of proxy consent,
of prisoners as subjects of experimentation, of drug testing on chil-
dren, all required that attention be paid to the nature and value of
autonomy. This was also a period in which the traditional doctor-
patient relationship, based on “‘doctor knows best™ paternalism,
was undergoing a fundamental shift to a more contractualist basis.
Issues of paternalism also arose with respect to such public policy
issues as in-kind welfare payments, social security, the banning of
laetrile, and seat-belt legislation. Why, and under what conditions,
we should restrict people’s autonomy in their own best interests
remains a crucial issue of public policy.

There were also rcasons of a theoretical nature for continued
interest in the topic of autonomy. Shortly after my article ““Acting
Freely” had come out, Harry Frankfurt had published his extremely
influential article “Freedom of the Will and the Concept of a Per-
son.”"> The theory put forward there, like mine a hierarchical struc-
ture, stimulated a large literature concerning the conceptual merits
and plausibility of such a theory. At the same time the Kantian and
neo-Kantian reaction to utilitarianism was developing, and one of
the two central normative concepts was that of autonomy — the
other being “respect.” It soon became apparent, however, that
autonomy was being used (in both senses) in a rather vague and
excessively broad fashion. The concept of autonomy required the
same kind of care and detailed mapping that ideas such as liberty
and equality had received at the hands of earlier philosophers.

11

Chapter 1 develops a notion of autonomy which meets various
conceptual and normative constraints that are set prior to the anal-
ysis of the concept. Chapter 2 examines various issues concerning
the value of the conception set out in Chapter 1. Chapters 3 and 4
extend the discussion from a very general idea of autonomy to the

3 “Freedom of the Will and the Concept of a Person,” Journal of Philosophy 68
(January 1971).
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notion discussed by philosophers and others under the heading of
moral autonomy. They raise the issue of whether autonomy has a
rather different status in our moral life than in other spheres, such
as the natural sciences, and whether, and to what extent, moral
autonomy ought to be valued. Chapter 5 is addressed to a similar
issue concerning the range of choices available to us: Is it always a
good thing to have a wider rather than narrower range of options
from which to choose?

The essays in Part II apply the general framework developed in
Part I to various concrete moral questions. These include informed
consent to experimental and therapeutic interventions, what to do
when persons are too young or not competent to give informed
consent, and some further reflections on what kinds of interventions
count as paternalistic and the conditions for justification of such
interference. Finally there are two essays on more general issues of
public policy involving choice: the use of entrapment by law-
enforcement officials and whether it is better for a society to try to
plan and design its institutions rather than let them develop in less
self-conscious ways.

I have not included two essays (“Paternalism” and ““Autonomy
and Behavior Control”) because both have been widely reprinted
and because the views expressed in them have undergone consid-
erable revision — particularly those in the latter essay.

xi
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