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COLONIAL BRAZIL

The complete Cambridge History of Latin America presents a large-scale,
authoritative survey of Latin America’s unique historical experience from the
first contacts between the native American Indians and Europeans to the present
day. Colonial Bragil is a selection of chapters from volumes I and II brought
together to provide a continuous history of the Portuguese Empire in Brazil
from the beginning of the sixteenth to the beginning of the nineteenth centuries.
The chapters cover early Portuguese settlement, political and economic
structures, plantations and slavery, the gold rushes, the impact of colonial rule
on Indian societies, imperial reorganisation in the eighteenth century, and
demographic and economic change during the final decades of the empire.
Bibliographical essays are included for all chapters. The book will be a valuable
text for both students and teachers of Latin American history.
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NOTE ON CURRENCY AND
MEASUREMENT

Various units of value and measurement are referred to in the text of
the following chapters. It is not possible to give exact equivalents in
modern terms, particularly as there were many local variations. The
following explanations may prove helpful.

Réis Smallest Portuguese monetary unit; existed only as
(sing. real) money of account.
Milréis 1,000 réis, usually written 1$o00; worth 125. in the
middle of the seventeenth century.
Crugado The Portuguese cruzado was equal to goo réis (480 réis

in the first half of the eighteenth century); originally of
gold, later silver.
Conto A conto equalled 1,000$000 réis (1,000 milréis).
Arroba The Spanish arroba weighed about 11.5 kg (25 1b). The
Portuguese arroba weighed 14.5 kg (32 1b).
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PREFACE

The Cambridge History of Latin America (CHL.A) is an authoritative
survey of Latin America’s unique historical experience during the five
centuries from the first contacts between the native peoples of the
Americas and Europeans in the late fifteenth and eatly sixteenth
centuries to the present day.

Colonial Bragil brings together seven chapters from volumes I and IT of
The Cambridge History of Latin America in a single volume which, it is
hoped, will be useful for both teachers and students of Latin American
history. The chapters examine the early Portuguese settlement of Brazil
in the sixteenth century, the political and economic structures of the
empire, sugar plantations and African slavery, the Indians and the
frontier, the gold rushes, imperial reorganisation in the second half of the
eighteenth century, and demographic, economic and political changes
during the final decades of the empire. Each chapter is accompanied by a
bibliographical essay.
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