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Francois Crouzet has devoted much of his life to the study of European
industrialisation, and in Britain ascendant he draws together a series of
essays, written in the course of his career and now thoroughly revised,
examining the rise of Britain to the position of dominance in the world
economy of the nineteenth century, and the concomitant decline of
France. This theme is explored from several angles, and the crucial
question of ‘why was Britain first? discussed extensively. Special atten-
tion is paid to the problems of capital formation, foreign trade and the
consequences of empire, but the political and military vicissitudes of the
‘second One Hundred Years War’ (1689-1815) and their economic
implications are not neglected.

In the concluding chapters of Britain ascendant Professor Crouzet
examines some more contemporary aspects of Anglo-French economic
relations, and throughout the book conventional wisdom is attacked and
new views proposed of central issues like the linkages between the
Napoleonic Wars and the Industrial Revolution. The approach is sys-
tematically comparative, and draws on Professor Crouzet’s unparalleled
knowledge of the economic structure and organisation of both Britain and
France at the onset of industrialisation.
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This book is published as part of the joint publishing agreement estab-
lished in 1977 between the Fondation de la Maison des Sciences de
I’'Homme and the Press Syndicate of the University of Cambridge. Titles
published under the arrangement may appear in any European language
or, in the case of volumes of collected essays, in several languages.

New books will appear either as individual titles or in one of the series
which the Maison des Sciences de 'Homme and the Cambridge Univer-
sity Press have jointly agreed to publish. All books published jointly by
the Maison des Sciences de 'Homme and the Cambridge University
Press will be distributed by the Press throughout the world.

Cet ouvrage est publié dans le cadre de l'accord de co-édition passé en
1977 entre la Fondation de la Maison des Sciences de ’'Homme et le
Press Syndicate de 1'Université de Cambridge. Toutes les langues
européennes sont admises pour les titres couverts par cet accord, et les
ouvrages collectifs peuvent paraitre en plusieurs langues.

Les ouvrages paraissent soit isolément, soit dans 'une des séries que
la Maison des Sciences de ’'Homme et Cambridge University Press ont
convenu de publier ensemble. La distribution dans le monde entier des
titres ainsi publiés conjointement par les deux établissements est assurée
par Cambridge University Press.
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