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THE INDEPENDENCE
OF LATIN AMERICA

The complete Cambridge History of Latin America presents a large-scale,
authoritative survey of Latin America’s unique historical experience from the
first contacts between the native American Indians and Europeans to the present
day. The Independence of Latin America is a selection of chapters from volume III
brought together to provide a continuous history of Latin American independ-
ence from Spain and Portugal during the first quarter of the nineteenth century.
The first chapter deals with the origins of independence from Spain; the next
two consider the struggle for independence in Mexico and Central America and
in Spanish South America. The independence of Brazil is the subject of a
separate chapter. And the final chapters examine the relationship of the newly
independent countries with the rest of the world and the role of the Church in the
independence of Latin America. Bibliographical essays are included for all
chapters. The book will be a valuable text for both teachers and students of Latin
American history.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521341295
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-34129-5 - The Independence of Latin America
Edited by Leslie Bethell

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521341295
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-34129-5 - The Independence of Latin America
Edited by Leslie Bethell

Frontmatter

More information

THE INDEPENDENCE
OF LATIN AMERICA

edited by
LESLIE BETHELL

Professor of Latin American History,
University of London

- N h

The right of the
University of Cambridge
to print and sell
all manner of books
was granted by
Henry VIII in 1534.
The University has printed
and published continuously
since 1584.

A—d

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

Cambridge
London New York New Rochelle
Melbourne  Sydney

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521341295
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-34129-5 - The Independence of Latin America
Edited by Leslie Bethell

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS
32 Avenue of the Americas, New York NY 10013-2473, USA

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521341295

© Cambridge University Press 1987

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 1987
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library
Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data

The Independence of Latin America.
“Previously published as part of volume 111 of the
Cambridge history of Latin America”
Includes bibliographies and index.

1. Latin America — History - Wars of Independence,
1806-1830. 1. Bethell, Leslie.

F1412.162 1987 980.02 87-29982

ISBN 978-0-521-34129-5 Hardback
ISBN 978-0-521-34927-7 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate
or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521341295
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-34129-5 - The Independence of Latin America
Edited by Leslie Bethell

Frontmatter
More information
CONTENTS
List of maps page Vi
Preface vii
1 The origins of Spanish American Independence 1
JOHN LYNCH, Director of the Institute of Latin American
Studies and Professor of Latin American History, University
of London
2 The Independence of Mexico and Central America 49
TIMOTHY ANNA, Professor of History, University of
Manitoba
3 The Independence of Spanish South America 95
DAVID BUSHNELL, Professor of History, University of
Florida
4 The Independence of Brazil 155

LESLIE BETHELL, Professor of Latin American History,
University of London

s International politics and Latin American
Independence 195
D. A. G. WADDELL, Professor of Modern History,
University of Stirling

A note on the Church and the Independence of Latin

America

LESLIE BETHELL 227
Bibliographical essays 223
Index 253

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521341295
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-34129-5 - The Independence of Latin America
Edited by Leslie Bethell

Frontmatter
More information
MAPS
Colonial Spanish America ¢. 1800 page 4
Mexico on the eve of independence 50
The wars of independence in Spanish South America: the
northern theatre 110
The wars of independence in Spanish South America: the
central theatre 120
Colonial Brazil, ¢. 1800 157
vi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521341295
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-34129-5 - The Independence of Latin America
Edited by Leslie Bethell

Frontmatter

More information

PREFACE

The Cambridge History of Latin America (CHL.A) is an authoritative
survey of Latin America’s unique historical experience during the five
centuries from the first contacts between the native peoples of the
Americas and Europeans in the late fifteenth and early sixteenth
centuries to the present day.

The Independence of Latin America brings together the five chapters of
Part One of volume I1I of The Cambridge History of Latin America on the
breakdown and overthrow of Spanish and Portuguese colonial rule
during the first quarter of the nineteenth century in a separate volume
which, it is hoped, will be useful for both teachers and students of Latin
American history. The first three chapters examine the origins of Spanish
American independence and the revolution and wars for independence
from Spain in Mexico and Central America and in Spanish South
America. Brazil’s gradual and relatively peaceful separation from
Portugal is the subject of the fourth chapter. The final chapter considers
the relationship of the newly independent states with the rest of the
world, especially Britain. And there is a note on the role of the Church in
the independence of Latin America. Each chapter is accompanied by a
bibliographical essay.
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