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Preface

The section headings of chapters 1, 2 and 4 in this volume are
intended as straightforward descriptions of their contents. The
long central chapter (3) offers a chronological reading of Don
Juan, the quotations from the poem which serve as titles for the
nine sections indicating the principal area of concern in each.

Some parts of sections three and four in chapter 3 were
originally given as a paper, ‘Don Juan Re-considered: The
Haidée Episode’, at the conference on Byron e la Cultura
Veneziana at Mira and Venice in September 1986, and sub-
sequently printed in the proceedings of that conference
(Universitd degli studi di Venezia, edited by Giulio Marra,
Angelo Righetti, Anna Rosa Scrittori and Bernard Hickey) and
in The Byron Journal, 15, 1987. I am grateful to the editors
concerned for permission to re-use this material.

I should also like to thank David Woodhouse, who read
this book in typescript and, as well as locating some elusive
quotations, commented on it helpfully.

The edition of Don Juan used in this book (quotations are
identified by canto and stanza number) is that prepared by
Jerome J. McGann, volume V of Lord Byron, The Complete
Poetical Works, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1986. Quotations
from Byron’s letters and journals (BLJ), giving volume and page
number, refer to Byron’s Letters and Journals, edited by
Leslie Marchand, vols. I-XI, John Murray, London, 1973 —82.

This was one of the last Landmark volumes edited by Peter
Stern. Although gravely and, as he was aware, terminally ill,
he read and commented on it with his customary insight and
care. The book is much the better for his constructive criticism
and suggestions. At that time, he graciously permitted me to
dedicate it to him. It is dedicated now, in gratitude and sorrow,
to his memory.

ix
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