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This second volume of Sources of Dramatic Theory includes major theoretical
writings on drama and theatre from the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries,
focusing on issues that are still relevant to our understanding of the genres. Among
the writers represented by their own essays or substantial extracts from longer
works are Voltaire, Diderot, Goldoni, Dr. Johnson, Lessing, Goethe, Schiller, Hegel,
and Coleridge. Mlle Dumesnil, Carlo Gozzi, and Joanna Baillie are among the less
frequently cited theorists, and there is also a selection of decrees from the French
Revolution. Many of the texts have been newly translated for this volume and all
have been newly annotated and introduced. Recurrent topics and allusions are
traced by a system of cross-references.

Michael Sidnell’s introduction explores some of the perennial issues surfacing in
these writings, such as: the nature of imitation, the relationship between writing
and acting, the role of theatre in making and sustaining cultural and national
cohesion, and the effects of performance on audience behavior.
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NOTE ON THE TEXTS

Many of the translations included in this volume have been specially made
for it by the editors, as indicated below. The other translations used are:
John W. Miller’s of Goldoni; Ellen and Ernest H. von Nardroff’s of the
selections from Goethe’s *‘Shakespeare: A Tribute,” *‘On Epic and Dramatic
Poetry,” ‘“‘Shakespeare Once Again,” and “On Interpreting Aristotle’s
Poetics”; Thomas Carlyle’s of Goethe's Wilhelm Meister's Apprenticeship;
F.]. Lamport’s of Schiller’s Prologue to Wallenstein; John Black’s of Sch-
legel (with revisions by A.]J. W. Morrison and Jean Wilson); and T. M.
Knox’s of Hegel.

The primary responsibilities for the notes, commentary, and the new
translations are as follows:

Barbara Kerslake: the translations of, the introductory notes to, and the
annotation of, the selections from: Voltaire and Diderot.

Lawrence Kerslake: the translations of, the introductory notes to, and the
annotation of, the selections from: Beaumarchais, Stendhal, and Hugo.

Domenico Pietropaolo: the translations of, the introductory notes to, and
the annotation of, the selections from: Metastasio and Gozzi, and the
introductory notes to, and the annotation of, the selection from Goldoni.

Natalie Rewa: the translations of, the introductory notes to, and the
annotation of, the selections from: Decrees and Documents of the French
Revolution, Dumesnil, and de Staél.

Michael J. Sidnell: the general introduction, including the translations from
Diderot and Beaumarchais; the introductory notes to, and the anno-
tation of, the selections from: Steele, Johnson, Hume, Baillie, Hegel,
Coleridge, and Hazlitt; and the cross-references and Bibliography.

Jean Wilson: the translations of, the introductory notes to, and the anno-
tation of, the selections from: Lessing, Schiller (except for the translation
from Wallenstein), and Kleist; the introductory notes to, and the anno-
tation of, the selections from Goethe and Schlegel.
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ABBREVIATIONS

Throughout the volume a system of cross-references has been used to
signal and locate for comparison passages that appear either in this

volume or in volume I.

These cross-references are in the form

<1:Cv/129>, which refers to p. 129 of the Castelvetro entry in volume T,
or <Gt/136>, which refers to p. 136 of the Goethe entry in this volume. In
the case of Horace’s The Art of Poetry the line number follows the page
number: <1:Hr/69:180>. The abbreviations used are:

Ar
Bl
Bm
Cd
Cg
Cn
Co
Cv
Db
Dd
Dl
Dn
Dt
Ed
Fr
Gd
Gl
Gm
Go
Gt
Gu
Gz
Hg
Hm
Hr
Hu
Hw

Aristotle
Baillie
Beaumarchais
On Le Cid
Congreve
Corneille
Coleridge
Castelvetro
D’ Aubignac
Dryden
Dumesnil
Donatus
Diderot
Edwards
Decrees of the French Revolution
Giraldi
Goldoni
Giacomini
Gozzi
Goethe
Guarini
Grazzini
Hegel
Hume
Horace
Hugo
Heywood

xi

Hz

Ig
In

Jh
Jn
Kl
Lg
Lp
Mt
Nh
Od
Pl
Rb
Rc
Rm
Sa
Sd
Se
Sg
Sl
Sr
St
Sy
Tm
Vt

Hazlitt
Ingegneri

Introduction to volume 1

or 2, as indicated
Johnson
Jonson

Kleist

Lessing

Lope de Vega
Metastasio
Torres Naharro
Oddi

Plato
Robortello
Racine

Rymer

de Staél
Stendhal
Saint-Evremond
Scaliger
Schlegel
Schiller

Steele

Sidney

Tirso de Molina
Voltaire

Wh Whetstone
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