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This series is designed to address the question of the significance of literacy in
human societies: it assesses its importance for political, economic, social and
cultural development, and examines how what we take to be the common
functions of writing are carried out in oral cultures.

The series is interdisciplinary, but with particular emphasis on social
anthropology and social history, and encourages cross-fertilisation between these
disciplines: it is also of interest to readers in allied fields, such as sociology,
folklore and literature. Although it includes some monographs, the focus of the
series is on theoretical and comparative aspects rather than detailed description,
and the books are presented in a form accessible to non-specialist readers
interested in the general subject of literacy and orality.
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Peter Burke was educated at Oxford and taught at the University of
Sussex from 1962 before moving to Emmanuel College, Cambridge in
1978. His books include Culture and Society in Renaissance Italy (1972),
Popular Culture in Early Modern Europe (1978), and The Historical
Anthropology of Early Modern Italy (1987).

James Obelkevich is Lecturer in Social History at the Centre for the Study
of Social History, University of Warwick. After receiving degrees from
Columbia University and the University of Cambridge, he was Assistant
Professor in the Department of History at Princeton University. He is the
author of Religion and Rural Society: South Lindsey 1825-1875 (1976)
and editor of Religion and the People, 800-1700 (1979), and co-editor
(with Lyndal Roper and Raphael Samuel) of Disciplines of Faith: Studies
in Religion, Politics and Patriarchy (1987).

Roy Porter read history at Christ’s College, Cambridge. His publications
include The Making of Geology, Images of the Earth (edited with L. J.
Jordanova), The Ferment of Knowledge: Studies in the Historiography of
Eighteenth-Century Science (edited with G. S. Rousseau), A Dictionary
of the History of Science (edited with W. F. Bynum and E. J. Browne),
and The Enlightenment in National Context (edited with M. Teich). He is
now working on a history of psychiatry in Britain, and is also researching
the history of quack doctors, and the history of medicine from the point of
view of the patient. He is Lecturer in the Social History of Medicine at the
Wellcome Institute for the History of Medicine, London.

David Garrioch studied French and history at the University of
Melbourne, and subsequently completed a D.Phil at Balliol College,
Oxford. He has held Junior Research Fellowships at Wolfson College
and St Anne’s College, Oxford, and now lectures in European history at
Monash University, Melbourne. He is the author of Neighbourhood and
Community in Paris, 1740-1790 (1986).
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X The social history of language

Dorinda Outram gained her Ph.D from the University of Cambridge in
1974, and has published extensively on French and Italian history of the
revolutionary period. Her most recent book was Georges Cuvier: Voca-
tion, Authority and Science in Post-Revolutionary France (1984). She is
now engaged in a full-length study of the political culture of the French
Revolution, and is the co-editor of Women, Families, Careers: Women in
Science 1789-1968 (forthcoming). She currently teaches at University
College, Cork.

Janis Langins is a former chemical engineer, now historian of science and
technology, who is currently a research associate at the Institute for the
History of Science and Technology at the University of Toronto. He is the
author of La République avait besoin des savants (1987). His present
research is on the history of French engineering at the end of the
eighteenth century.

D. F. Mckenzie, a New Zealander, is Reader in Textual Criticism, and
Fellow of Pembroke College, Oxford. He is currently editing the com-
plete works of William Congreve for Oxford University Press.

Jonathan Steinberg has been University Lecturer in History, and Fellow
and Tutor at Trinity Hall, Cambridge since 1966. He is the author of
Yesterday’s Deterrent: Tirpitz and the Birth of the German Battle Fleet
(1965) and Why Switzerland? (1976). He recently translated Pino Arlac-
chi: Mafia, Peasants and Great Estates: Society in Traditional Calabria
(1983}, and is also a regular contributor to New Society.
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