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‘Le but? le but? le sens? qui le sait?’
Flaubert, Par les champs et par les gréves, 1847
(OC 11, 484)
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Note on references

References to Madame Bovary are to part and chapter
numbers and are given in brackets after quotations (e.g. 11,7).
The text used is that of the Classiques Garnier edition by
Claudine Gothot-Mersch, Paris, Garnier, 1971. Translations
are largely my own, though the available English versions
have been consulted and their .renderings used where
appropriate; details of these versions can be found in the
Guide to further reading.

Quotations from other works by Flaubert, as from the
speeches and judgement at the trial of Madame Bovary, are
from Qeuvres completes, 2 volumes, Collection I’Intégrale,
Paris, Seuil, 1964, abbreviated OC with references given to
volume and page numbers (e.g. OC 1, 302). Exceptions are
quotations from (i) Dictionnaire des idées recues, references to
which are to the Folio edition of Bouvard et Pécuchet by
Claudine Gothot-Mersch, Paris, Gallimard, 1979 (the most
complete and methodical edition available, including a number
of ‘idées’ not in OC), abbreviated BP and accompanied by the
page number (e.g. BP, 341); (ii) the notebook kept by Flaubert
from c¢.1838-41 entitled (by his niece) Souvenirs, notes et
pensées intimes, where references are to the edition by J. P.
Germain, Paris, A.-G. Nizet, 1987, abbreviated SNPI with the
page number following (e.g. SNPI, 26); (iii) the draft material
for Madame Bovary published, with initial plans, scenarios
and sketches, as Madame Bovary, nouvelle version précédée
des scénarios inédits, edited by Jean Pommier and Gabrielle
Leleu, Paris, José Corti, 1949, references being given to the
page number after the abbreviation NV (e.g. NV, 103).

viii
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Note on references ix

References to Flaubert’s letters are made by date and
correspondent, using initials for the latter as follows:
C — Louise Colet; B — Louis Bouilhet (these two are the
recipients of the majority of the letters quoted here); EC —
Ernest Chevalier; MDC — Maxime Du Camp; JD — Jules
Duplan; EF — Ernest Feydeau; ALP — Alfred Le Poittevin;
LdC - Marie-Sophie Leroyer de Chantepie; RdG — Edma
Roger des Genettes; GS — George Sand (thus ‘23 December
1853, C’ means a letter of that date to Louise Colet; ‘April
1857 EF’, a letter to Ernest Feydeau of that month and year,
day unknown; and so on); other correspondents are indicated
by name on the one or two occasions each occurs; in cases
where the context already clearly identifies the correspondent
no initial or name is given. The source for most of the quota-
tions is the edition of the Correspondance by Jean Bruneau,
the three volumes of which so far published cover the years
183068, Bibliothéque de la Pléiade, Paris, Gallimard, 1973,
1980 and 1991; for later letters the edition used is Qeuvres
complétes de Gustave Flaubert, Paris, Club de I’Honnéte
Homme, 1971-5, volumes XII-XVI. Wherever possible
translations are based on the small selection of the letters
translated by Francis Steegmuller, The Letters of Gustave
Flaubert, 2 volumes, Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University
Press, and London, Faber, 1980 and 1982.

Information regarding other works mentioned in the text is
given, where appropriate, in the Guide to further reading.
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