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This is the fifth volume in the major six-volume Commentary on Homer’s Iliad now
being prepared under the General Editorship of Professor G. S. Kirk. Volume 1 was
published in 1985, Volume 11 in 1990; both were edited by Professor Kirk himself.
Like its predecessors, the present volume (the first to appear from the hand of one
of Professor Kirk’s four collaborators) consists of four introductory essays (including
discussions of similes and other features of narrative style) followed by the
Commentary. The Greek text is not included. This project is the first large-scale
commentary on the Jliad for nearly one hundred years, and takes special account of
language, style, and thematic structure as well as of the complex social and cultural
background to the work.

The Commentary is an essential reference work for all students of Greek
literature, and archaeologists and historians will also find that it contains matters
of relevance to them.
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PREFACE

The General Editor’s invitation to prepare a volume in this series reached
me at the perfect time. After some years of work on formulae, type-scenes,
and narrative patterns in Homer, I was in the final stages of putting
together a general book on the liiad, which originated largely from teaching
the poem to undergraduates. In this I could not examine in fine detail the
compositional techniques the poet was using. I felt the time was
approaching when I should demonstrate more fully how these techniques
could be analysed for the fullest possible appreciation of Homer’s genius,
but I had not yet begun to work out how to do so. Professor Kirk provided
the ideal opportunity, for which I am very grateful.

The type of commentary described in his invitation, and now embodied
in the first two volumes of the series, emphasizes stylistic analysis and
explanation, as well as the necessary historical, linguistic, and literary
comment. This is very much in line with my own interests and wishes. In
what follows, I have constantly drawn attention to the structural patterns
in the poem, the preparation of the audience for what is to come, the use,
adaptation, or avoidance of formular expressions, the techniques for
expanding or contracting typical scenes, and the positioning of words
within the verse. Our understanding of such characteristics of Homeric
style has advanced a great deal since Leaf’s time, and familiarity with them
is essential for proper appreciation of the poet’s craft.

The preparation of this volume was aided by a Fellowship for
Independent Study and Research from the National Endowment for the
Humanities for 1986—7, and by leave granted by Stanford University for
the same period. Dr David W. Packard kindly lent me a prototype Ibycus
computer system and a CD-ROM holding the Thesaurus Linguae Graecae
Greek corpus, which made possible rapid searches of the text.

I am also grateful to Professor Kirk and the editors of the other volumes
in the series for making valuable comments on drafts of my commentary
and for sending me advance copies of their own work; to my colleagues
M. H. Jameson and A. E. Raubitschek, who gave me much help with the
Shield of Achilles; and to Andrea Nightingale, Rush Rehm, and Larry
Woodlock, who read parts of my MS and gave me useful comments. I must
also thank many scholars for sending me advance copies of articles
pertinent to my work. David Briney, Megan Harbison, and Donald Hersey
assisted me in checking references, and at a late stage the careful eye and

X1
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Preface

good sense of Susan P. Moore of the Cambridge University Press saved me
from many errors.

I have made frequent reference to notes which will appear in forthcoming
volumes in this series, working from drafts kindly supplied by my
collaborators. In some cases subsequent changes in their text may mean
that the material to which I refer when I write (for instance) ‘see 12.34n.’
may actually appear in the note to (say) 12.32-6. I hope the convenience
of such cross-references will more than make up for any possible
inaccuracies.

This volume is dedicated to the memory of my two teachers, whose
enthusiasm and originality of thought developed my love for Greek
literature, and whose encouragement and help enabled me to enter a
profession which has made my life a happy one.

Stanford University M. W.E.
July 1990

Xil
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NOTE

| is used to mark the beginning or the end of a verse. The abbreviation
‘(etc.)’” means that other grammatical terminations are included in the
reference or total; it is used in such cases only where the fact may have some
significance.

On ‘Arn/A’ (etc.) references see vol. 1 pp. 41ff.
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