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PREFACE

Most of these essays belong to the last fifteen years. Some arose
as spontaneous reflections, some in response to commissions or
requests. On looking back it seems to me that all are partial
crystallisations of books that never got written. But the essay is
the most natural form for critical writing to assume, and perhaps
it is as well that they remained as they are. The Yeats piece was
given as a lecture at an Eranos conference whose theme was ‘The
Stages of Life in the Creative Process’. The audience was largely
French- and German-speaking — hence some over-explicit refer-
ence to things the English reader would take for granted.

The list of acknowledgements shows the places of original
publication, and I am grateful to those concerned for permission
to reprint.
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