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I am most grateful to the following, each
of whom was kind enough to read and criticise
Preface a chapter of the book: Jack Albright, Stuart Alt-
mann, John Archer, George Barlow, Patrick
Bateson, Hilary Box, Robert Drewett, Robert
Elwood, Jorg-Peter Ewert, John Fentress, Rob-
ert Forrester, Jack Hailman, Toshitaka Hidaka,
Robert Hinde, Jerry Hogan, Alick Jones, John
Lazarus, David McFarland, Martin Potter,
Francis Pring-Mill, Gillian Thompson, Larry
Wolf, and Amotz Zahavi. In addition, I thank
my wife Sally who read and commented on the
whole book, the staff at Cambridge University
Press for many helpful suggestions, people who
gave me photographs, and Robert Gillmor for
It is now apparent that detailed studies of be- his excellent drawings.
haviour are important in many areas of physiol- Donald Broom
ogy, psychology, zoology and agriculture. In
this book I have attempted to draw together the
results of observational studies of behaviour and
evidence from the work of those who study ecol-
ogy, evolution, sociobiology, sensory and motor
physiology, physiological psychology, motiva-
tion and learning. Wherever possible I have re-
ferred to examples of behaviour studies which
are relevant to agricultural and medical prob-
lems, especially farm animal husbandry and pest
control, and I have listed on the previous pages
the sections where examples are to be found.

Some of the exciting, current ideas about
behaviour are introduced in Chapter 1. Major
developments include the links between phys-
iological and behavioural studies of both sensory
functioning and motor control mechanisms. The
central importance, to all those who study be-
haviour, of work on motivation is emphasised in
the chapter on the allocation of resources. Other
chapters which refer to many recent ideas are
those concerned with the functions of social be-
haviour and with the organisation of social
groups. Themes which recur in each chapter are
the evolution of behaviour, the role of learning
and other effects of experience, the changes in
behaviour which occur during development,
the relevant brain mechanisms and economic
applications of such studies.
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