Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-29777-6 - French Literary Theory Today: A Reader
Edited by Tzvetan Todorov

Frontmatter

More information

French literary theory today

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521297776

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-29777-6 - French Literary Theory Today: A Reader
Edited by Tzvetan Todorov

Frontmatter

More information

This book is published as part of the joint publishing agreement
established in 1977 between the Fondation de la Maison des Sciences de
I’Homme and the Press Syndicate of the University of Cambridge. Titles
published under this arrangement may appear in any European
language or, in the case of volumes of collected essays, in several
languages.

New books will appear either as individual titles or in one of the series
which the Maison des Sciences de ’'Homme and the Cambridge
University Press have jointly agreed to publish. All books published
jointly by the Maison des Sciences de ’'Homme and the Cambridge
University Press will be distributed by the Press throughout the world.

Cet ouvrage est publié dans le cadre de I'accord de co-édition passé en
1977 entre la Fondation de la Maison des Sciences de ’'Homme et le
Press Syndicate of the University of Cambridge. Toutes les langues
européennes sont admises pour les titres couverts par cet accord, et les
ouvrages collectifs peuvent paraitre en plusieurs langues.

Les ouvrages paraissent soit isolément, soit dans 'une des séries que la
Maison des Sciences de 'Homme et Cambridge University Press ont
convenu de publier ensemble. La distribution dans le monde entier des
titres ainsi publiés conjointement par les deux établissemnents est assurée
par Cambridge University Press.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521297776

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-29777-6 - French Literary Theory Today: A Reader
Edited by Tzvetan Todorov

Frontmatter

More information

French literary theory
today

A reader

edited by

TZVETAN TODOROV
Maitre de Recherche, Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, Paris

translated by R. Carter

i Y o
The right of the
University of Cambridge
to print and sell
all manner of books
was granied by
Henry VI in 1534.
The University has printed
and published continuously
since 1584.

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge
New York  Port Chester  Melbourne  Sydney

EDITIONS DE LA MAISON DES SCIENCES DE
L HOMME

Paris

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521297776

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-29777-6 - French Literary Theory Today: A Reader
Edited by Tzvetan Todorov

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town,
Singapore, Sdo Paulo, Delhi, Tokyo, Mexico City

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge cB2 8ru, UK

With Editions de la Maison des Sciences de 'Homme
54 Boulevard Raspail, 75270 Paris Cedex 06, France

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521297776

© Maison des Sciences de 'Homme and
Cambridge University Press 1982

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of the copyright holder.

First published 1982
Reprinted 1988, 1991
Re-issued 2011

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library
Library of Congress Catalogue Card Number: 81-21656

ISBN 978-0-521-23036-0 Hardback
ISBN 978-0-521-29777-6 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in
this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521297776

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-29777-6 - French Literary Theory Today: A Reader
Edited by Tzvetan Todorov

Frontmatter

More information

Contents

Sources and acknowledgements

Introduction
French poetics today
Tzvetan Todorov

Part I
1 Criticism and poetics
Gérard Genette

Part 11
2 The reality effect
Roland Barthes
3 Models of the literary sentence
Michael Riffaterre

4 The strategy of form
Laurent Jenny

Part I1I
5 A theory of the figure
Jean Cohen
6 Parallelism and deviation in poetry
Nicolas Ruwet
7 A critique of the motif
Claude Bremond
8 What is a description?
Philippe Hamon

Part IV

9 On the circularity of song
Paul Zumthor

vil

34

64
92
125

147

179

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521297776

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-29777-6 - French Literary Theory Today: A Reader
Edited by Tzvetan Todorov

Frontmatter

More information

Contents

10 The autobiographical contract 192
Philippe Lejeune

11 A complication of text: the [lluminations 229
Tzvetan Todorov

Notes on the contributors 238

vi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521297776

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-29777-6 - French Literary Theory Today: A Reader
Edited by Tzvetan Todorov

Frontmatter

More information

Sources and acknowledgements

The following are the sources of the essays in this collection. The Editor and
Publishers wish to thank the authors and the publishers mentioned for their
permission to publish these essays.

The Introduction, ‘French poetics today’, has not previously been published.

1

2

10

Il

‘Critique et poétique’, in Figures III (Seuil, Paris, 1972), pp. 9-11.
‘L’effet du réel’, in Communications, 11 (Seuil, Paris, 1968), pp. 84—9.

‘Modeles de la phrase littéraire’, in Problemes de ’analyse textuelle (Didier,
Paris, 1971), pp. 133—48.

‘Stratégie de la forme’, in Poétique, 27 (Seuil, Paris, 1976), pp. 257-81.
‘Théorie de la figure’, in Communications, 16 (Seuil, Paris, 1970), pp. 3—25.

‘Parallélisme et déviations en poésie’, in Langue, discours, société: Pour Emile

Benveniste, ed. J. Kristeva, J-Cl. Milner and N. Ruwet (Seuil, Paris, 1975),
Pp- 307-51.

‘La notion de motif’ has not previously been published.

‘Qu’est-ce qu’une description?’, in Poétigue, 12 (Seuil, Paris, 1972),
pp- 465-85.

‘De la circularité du chant’, in Poétique, 2 (Seuil, Paris, 1970), pp. 129—4o0.

‘Le pacte autobiographique’, in Le pacte autobiographique (Seuil, Paris,
1975), Pp- 13-46.

‘Une complication du texte: les Illuminations’, in Les genres du discours
(Seuil, Paris, 1978).

vil

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521297776

