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PREFACE

HEN, in the summer of 1951, I was in a position to
s }s ; embark on research for a Ph.D. thesis, I found myself

unable to decide on a suitable subject. It was Professor
Knowles who suggested Matthew Paris to me, and who super-
vised my researches during the ensuing three years. The result
was a study of the relationship and chronology of Matthew
Paris’s historical manuscripts which is incorporated—much
altered, and, as I hope, improved—in the present work. My
especial thanks are due to Professor Knowles, who, besides
helping me as a supervisor and afterwards, has read the whole
of this book in typescript and been kind enough to accept it for
publication in the series of medieval studies which he edits.
I must also thank Professor Galbraith, who has taken a lively
interest in my work, and thereby been a constant source of
encouragement and stimulation. Professor Cheney has provided
help of a rather different kind, for which I must also record my
thanks: he has read this book in typescript and proof and saved
me from numerous errors, as well as making many suggestions
which led to some important alterations in the text. For his
encouragement since my undergraduate days, frequent loans
and gifts of books, and much learned assistance, I must thank
Professor Dickins. I would also like to thank Dr R. W. Hunt of
the Bodleian Library, Dr C. E. Wright and Mrs Antonia
Gransden of the British Museum, and Mr H. L. Pink of the
University Library, Cambridge, for their help concerning manu-
scripts; Mr A. G. Woodhead for helping me with Matthew’s
Latin, and Dr M. H. Tweedy for helping me with his French;
Dr T. E. Faber for advising me on some points concerning
Matthew’s scientific interests; and Professor Mynors, Dr
Dorothy Whitelock, and Mr H. M. Adams. It is not perhaps
inapposite here for me to record my obligations and thanks to
my colleagues of Corpus Christi College for enabling me to
complete this study by electing me into their Fellowship; and
to my wife for her patience and forbearance during the many
hours I have had to spend engrossed in Matthew Paris.
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PREFACE

My thanks are due to the authorities of the following for
allowing me to study manuscripts in their possession, and to
the various librarians for their courtesy and help: the British
Museum; the Public Record Office; the Bodleian Library; the
University Library, Cambridge; the John Rylands Library; the
Lambeth Palace Library; Chetham’s Hospital, Manchester;
Corpus Christi College, Oxford; Trinity College, Cambridge;
my own College; and Eton College. I must also thank the Duke
of Devonshire, Mr Francis Thompson and Mr T. E. Wragg for
enabling me to see the manuscripts at Chatsworth; Lord Bute
and Miss Catherine Armet for arranging for me to have Bute
MS. 3 on loan in Cambridge, and Mr H. R. Creswick for
allowing it to be deposited in the University Library here; Miss
M. F. Austin, the Hertfordshire County Librarian, for lending
me some extracts and off-prints concerning the history of
St Albans; and Professor Arnould and Mr H. W. Parke of
Trinity College, Dublin, for transcribing for me the marginalia
in Trinity College, Dublin, MS. Eig4o. Finally, I have to
thank the authorities of the following libraries for giving me
permission to reproduce portions of their manuscripts: the
British Museum (frontispiece, Plates 1, 1v, v, 1X (a), X (a), X1,
X1, X1v (¢) and (d), xv (@) and (b), xviiI (a), (c), and (f), and
xix); the Bodleian Library (Plates x1v (f) and xx1 (5)); the Uni-
versity Library, Cambridge (Plate 1x (b)); Trinity College,
Dublin (Plate vi1); Corpus Christi College, Oxford (Plate xviIr);
and Corpus Christi College, Cambridge (Plates 11, 111, VI, VII,
x (), x11, x1v (a), (b), and (e), xv (¢), xv1, xvI1I (b), (d), and (e),
xx, and xx1 (a)).

R. V.
CORPUS CHRISTI COLLEGE
CAMBRIDGE
3 April 1956
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