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General Preface

This study of Joseph Conrad is the ninth in a series of short
introductory critical studies of the more important British authors.
The aim of the series is to go straight to the authors’ works; to
discuss them directly with a maximum of attention to concrete
detail; to say what they are and what they do, and to indicate a
valuation. The general critical attitude implied in the series is set
out at some length in my Understanding Literature. Great literature is
taken to be to a large extent self-explanatory to the reader who will
attend carefully enough to what it says. ‘Background’ study,
whether biographical or historical, is not the concern of the series.

It is hoped that this approach will suit a number of kinds of
reader, in particular the general reader who would like an intro-
duction which talks about the works themselves; and the student
who would like a general critical study as a starting point, intend-
ing to go on to read more specialized works later. Since ‘back-
ground’ is not erected as an insuperable obstacle, readers in other
English-speaking countries, countries where English is a second
language, or even those for whom English is a foreign language,
should find the books helpful. In Britain and the Commonwealth,
students and teachers in universities and in the higher forms of
secondary schools will find that the authors chosen for treatment
are those most often prescribed for study in public and university
examinations.

The series could be described as an attempt to make available to
a wide public the results of the literary criticism of the last thirty
years, and especially the methods associated with Cambridge. If
the result is an increase in the reading, with enjoyment and under-
standing, of the great works of English literature, the books will
have fulfilled their wider purpose.

ROBIN MAYHEAD
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