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PREFACE

The story of Ottoman history is a complicated and complex one. It involves not only
the Ottoman dynasty itself but also the many peoples who operated and ruled the
empire and were ruled by it — the Turks, the Arabs, the Serbs, the Greeks, the Armen-
ians, the Jews, the Bulgars, the Hungarians, the Albanians, and many others. It con-
stitutes the history of the major religious groups among the subjects, the Muslims, the
Jews, and the Christians. It takes into account relations between the Ottomans and
their neighbors in Europe and Asia, complicated stories of wars, conquests, diplomacy,
and territorial losses that much later were called the Eastern Question. It includes the
history of the political, administrative, and social institutions incorporated into this
multinational and multicultural empire. It demands discussion of the rise and fall, the
birth, efflorescence, and decline of the empire.

To undertake such a task requires considerable choice and selection. The work has
been divided into two volumes. This, the first, discusses the Ottoman Empire from its
foundations through its apogee in the sixteenth century and subsequent decline until
the beginning of the nineteenth century. Its companion volume, Reform, Revolution,
and Republic: The Rise of Modern Turkey, 1808-1975, will continue the story
through the major reform efforts made during the nineteenth century to save the
empire, its collapse as a consequence of World War I, and the birth of the Republic
of Turkey in the subsequent half-century. The main themes of Ottoman history such
as the evolution of central institutions and leadership, foreign relations, and social and
economic change, have been emphasized, while provincial developments are included
mainly to demonstrate specific issues or problems faced by the empire. Of course,
Ottoman history has been discussed many times before, and in considerable detail, but
always from the European perspective, through the light of European prejudice, and
largely on the basis of European sources. Based on both Ottoman and European
sources, this work attempts to balance the picture without introducing the distortions
that have previously characterized much of the West’s view of the Ottomans.

A book on Ottoman history confronts unusual difficulties regarding transliteration
and place names. Because the Ottoman language was written in the Arabic script,
scholars have been forced to adapt various methods of transiiterating it into Western
languages, usually based on their own native tongues. Modern Turkey has complicated
matters by developing its own method of spelling, which in some instances is quite
different from that used in the West. In addition, Europe has tended to retain the
older classical place names in preference to those used by the Ottomans, while the
different nationalities that have emerged from the empire in modern times also have
assigned names of their own to former Ottoman cities and provinces. Any effort to
present all the variants would complicate an already complicated text. Reciting all the
Greek and Latin names alone would distort a half-millennium of history. To simplify

vii
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viii Preface

matters as much as possible, therefore, this text has adapted the standard modern
Turkish spellings and place names except when their European forms are unusually
familiar to the English-speaking reader. The variants of these names will be found in
the index along with a glossary of technical terms and important individuals discussed
in the book. Terms have been translated according to their original significance in
the Ottoman administrative framework ; the often misleading modern literary mean-
ings sometimes given in dictionaries have been avoided.

This work is the product of almost 20 years of research in the Ottoman archives as
well as other collections in Europe and the United States. I would like to express my
most sincere gratitude to the directors and staffs of the following archives and librar-
ies: in Istanbul the Prime Minister’s Archives (Bag Vekalet Arsivi), in particular
Midhat Sertoglu, Rauf Tuncay, Turgut Isiksal, and Ziya Esrefoglu; the Topkap:
Palace Museum archives and library, especially Haluk Sehsuvaroglu, Hayrullah Ors,
Kemal Cig, and Ismail Hakk: Uzungarsili; the Istanbul Municipal Library, Istanbul
University Library, Istanbul Archaeological Museum Library, Siileymaniye Library,
Bayezit General Library, and Hakk: Tarik Us Library; in Ankara the Turkish Na-
tional Library (Milli Kiitiiphane) and the Library of the Turkish Historical Society ;
the British Museum, the Public Record Office, and the Commonwealth Relations
Office in London; the Haus- Hof- und Staats-Archiv and the Austrian National
Library in Vienna; the Bibliothéque Nationale, Archives Nationales, Archives du
Ministére de la Guerre (Chateau de Vincennes), and Archives du Ministére des
Affairs Etrangéres (Quai d’Orsay), Paris; the Harry Elkins Widener Library,

" Harvard University ; and the University Research Library, University of California,
Los Angeles.

I would like to pay tribute to my teachers, colleagues, and friends who have con-
tributed to this volume in one way or another: Omer Lutfi Barkan (University of
Istanbul), Hamilton A. R. Gibb (Oxford University and Harvard University), Tibor
Halasi-Kun (Columbia University ). Halil Inalcik (Ankara University and the Uni-
versity of Chicago), Bernard Lewis (University of London and Princeton Uni-
versity), Gustav E. von Grunebaum (University of California, Los Angeles), T.
Cuyler Young (Princeton), and Paul Wittek (University of London). My research
would not have been possible without the generous assistance of the Ford Foundation,
the Rockefeller Foundation, the Guggenheim Foundation, the Social Sciences Re-
search Council, the National Endowment for the Humanities, the American Research
Institute in Turkey, and the Research Committee of the Academic Senate, University
of California, Los Angeles.

I would like to express particular gratitude to my wife, Ezel Kural Shaw, who has
critically revised many sections of this work, particularly those dealing with Ottoman
institutions, society, and culture, and whose analytic mind and knowledge of Ottoman
history have made significant contributions in its preparation.

STANFORD J. SHAW

Los Angeles, California
August 1976
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NOTE ON PRONUNCIATION

The modern standard Turkish spelling system has been employed in this book with
only a few exceptions. The Latin letters used in this system are pronounced about
the same as their English equivalents, with the following exceptions:

Letter English pronunciation

< J

G ch

g lengthens preceding vowel; thus aga is pronounced a-a
1 like the @ in serial or 0 in cushion

j zh

o like the German 6

$ sh

i like the German @

v lighter than English v

The modern Turkish tendency to change the final Ottoman letters d and b into t and p
has been followed, thus Murat, Mahmut, and kitap, but these letters return to d and b
when followed by vowels, as Mahmudu and kitab:. Arabic terms used in Ottoman
Turkish have been given their Turkish pronunciations and spellings, thus miiltezim
and miitevelli rather than multazim and mutawalls.

xiii
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