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GENERAL PREFACE TO THE SERIES

The Major European Authors series, as the name implies, con-
siders the most important writers of the European literatures,
most often giving a volume to each author, but occasionally treat-
ing a group or a genre. The basic assumption is that the general
reader and the student will be able to find information on biog-
raphy and literary history fairly easily elsewhere: that what he
will look for in this series is a single volume which gives a critical
survey of the entire oeuvre or the most important works. Authors
of books in the series are asked to keep this general critical ob-
jective in mind, to write critical introductions which will help
the reader to order his impressions of the works of art themselves,
to assume little prior knowledge, and so far as possible either to
quote in English or to translate quotations.

It is hoped that the series will help to keep the classics of
European literature alive and active in the minds of present-day
readers: both those reading for a formal literary examination,
and those who in the original languages and in translation wish
to keep in touch with the culture of Europe.
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE

This book had its origin in a much smaller one which was pub-
lished in 1961 by Messrs Oliver and Boyd in their “Writers and
Critics’ series, now out of print. Some fragments of that earlier
book are scattered through this one, but it is essentially re-
written, and extended to cover several aspects not touched on
before. Some of the chapter on Mother Courage appeared in the
Oxford Review, and some of the final chapter, so far as it con-
cerns Shakespearean productions, in The Human World.

Although Brecht wrote poems and novels, and was involved in
several films, his work in the theatre is what has aroused interest
abroad, and I have kept strictly to that; I have also not ven-
tured into the musical compositions associated with his plays.

I thank Mr. Michael Black for many critical comments and
helpful suggestions.

R.G.
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