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PREFACE

This second volume continues the plan outlined in the first, the commentary
itself being somewhat denser. Attention is increasingly drawn to typical
motifs and themes, which become more marked from book 5 on. At the
same time vol. I’s emphasis on poetics, especially at the level of rhythm and
diction, is maintained ; and the analysis of character and motivation, as well
as of divine involvement, becomes somewhat fuller than before. The four
introductory chapters continue the progressive examination of the
background to the Iliad; they will be complemented here and there in
subsequent volumes, not least chapter 1 on Homeric religion. Reference to
modern secondary literature, which some critics have found too slight, has
been increased. Subsequent volumes will go further in this respect,
although the principle stated in the editorial introduction to vol. 1 still
applies, that neither complete bibliographical coverage nor a generally
doxographical approach to Homeric interpretation is sought after.

Two amendments have been made to the list of essential aids (cf. vol. 1,
xxi). First, Dr Stephanie West’s elucidation of Odyssey bks 1—4, in the
revised, English version of the Odissea commentary overseen by Alfred
Heubeck, is of exceptional value for many Homeric matters and is cited
with corresponding frequency. Second, Ameis—Hentze’s commentary,
though obviously outmoded in certain respects, still contains much that is
both acute and relevant, and in the present volume is cited on a par with
Leaf. Other references to works in German are too few, but the influence
of Burkert, Erbse, W. H. Friedrich, Latacz, Leumann, Meister, Triimpy
and others (not to mention Dérpfeld and Korfmann), if not of Neoanalysis
except at its broadest level, is plain enough. In French, the quality and
frequency of the guidance provided by Chantraine are equally obvious. Yet
the ‘commentary for Europe for the 199os’ desiderated by one friend is
obviously not to be found in these pages — if it could, or should, be found
anywhere. I have also continued to maintain a certain reserve over the
ultimate intentions and attitudes, both moral and literary, of the Iliad’s
monumental composer. That may be frustrating to some, but a
commentator’s first aim should be, not to provide ready-made answers to
all possible questions at whatever level of generality, but to help his users
make their own attempts to do so. Meanwhile (as a visit to the recent
F.LE.C. congress in Pisa served to remind one), on many points of Homeric
interpretation, not least over questions of religion, a distinctly personal, not

ix
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to say visceral response is still preferred by many scholars. That is perhaps
as it should be; but it gives the author of a commentary like this one a
distinct hope that here and there, at least, and even to non-English-
speaking scholars, he can offer a certain counter-balancing judgement
based on close study (albeit sometimes imperfect) of the Greek text.

My particular thanks are due to Professor R. M. Frazer, of Tulane
University, for reading the typescript and saving me from many errors. He
had already pointed out a number of corrigenda in vol. 1; a list of these,
together with vol. 1r’s new crop, are enclosed with the next volume to appear
(v). Meanwhile certain corrections have already been incorporated in
the second printing, 1987, of vol. 1. The more substantial ones affect the
following comments: on 2.92~3 ad init., on 2.103 ad init. (this I owe to the
late Professor Heubeck), on 2.813-14 ad fin., on 3.422, and on 4.228.
Owners of the first printing of vol. 1 may find it worthwhile to compare the
second printing at these points and amend accordingly.

Dr Neil Hopkinson has once again generously read through the proofs for
surface errors, with his accustomed skill. S. Morris, H. von Staden,
J. N. Postgate and R. Higg helped over specific points. R. M. Cook read
chapter 4, and my four collaborators have also, of course, made valuable
comments. The members of two Yale seminars in the spring of 1988
provided a welcome stimulus; I would thank in particular Shirley Werner,
William Johnson, Zlatko Plése and George Chukinas. Finally Professor
Ruth Scodel made me aware, through her paper at the Pisa congress, that
more remains to be said about imagined epitaphs in bk 6; we await her
published observations with great interest.

Bath and Mauzens, October 1989 G.S. K.
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NOTE

‘1l.” means ‘the Iliad’, ‘0d.” ‘the Odyssey’.

The numbers of occurrences of words and formulas (in the form e.g.
‘1ox I, 6 x 0d.”) are provided for ostensive purposes only, see vol. 1, xxiii.
The abbreviation ‘{etc.)’ after a Greek word in such a reference indicates
that the total is given of all relevant terminations; ‘ sic” in such circumstances
means ‘in that position in the verse’; “‘2/11 X * means ‘twice out of a total
of eleven occurrences in all’. In any case, the ‘Ibycus’ computer and
compact disc offer new standards of word-count accuracy to which the
‘ostensive’ figures just mentioned do not, and perhaps need not, aspire.

| is used to mark the beginning, or the end, of a verse; occasionally, too,
the central caesura. ‘v.’, ‘vv.’ means ‘verse’, ‘verses’, with ‘v-e’ meaning
‘verse-end’.

On ‘Arn/bT’ (etc.) references see vol. 1, 41f. X signifies ‘scholium’ or
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