Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-28033-4 - Nominalism and Realism: Universals and Scientific
Realism, Volume I

D. M. Armstrong

Table of Contents

More information

Contents

Introduction xiii

Volume I: Nominalism and Realism

Part ONE PRELIMINARIES
I Predicates
1 Predicates as linguistic expressions 1

11 Identity-conditions for predicates 6

Part Two THEORIES OF UNIVERSALS

2 Predicate Nominalism

1 Nominalism versus Realism 11
11 Varieties of Nominalism 12
11 Can predicates determine properties ? 17
1v Predicate Nominalism and two infinite regresses 18
v Predicates and possible predicates 21
v1 Predicate Nominalism and causality 22
3 Concept Nominalism 25
4 Class Nominalism 28
1 Class Nominalism is committed to an ontology of classes 29
11 Mereological Nominalism 34
11 Class Nominalism and co-extensive properties 35
1v Can class-membership determine properties ? 36
v An argument from the identity-conditions for classes 37
vI Only some classes are natural classes 38
vi1 Class Nominalism and two infinite regresses 41
viir Class Nominalism and causality 42

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521280334
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-28033-4 - Nominalism and Realism: Universals and Scientific
Realism, Volume I

D. M. Armstrong

Table of Contents

More information

viii Contents

5 Resemblance Nominalism

1 The Resemblance analysis 44
11 Over-determination of the paradigms 48
11 The symmetry of resemblance 49
1v Can resemblance to paradigms determine properties? 50
v The possible non-existence of paradigms 51
vi Resemblance Nominalism and two infinite regresses 53
vit Resemblance Nominalism and causality 56

6 Arguments for Realism
1 Two statements about colours 58
11 Attribute variables 62

7 Transcendent universals

1 The nature of the theory 64
11 What relation holds between particulars and Forms? 66
11 Can Forms determine properties ? 68
1v The Forms and two infinite regresses 69
v The Third Man 71
vi The Restricted Third Man 72
vl Transcendent universals and causality 75
viir Transcendent versus immanent universals 75
8 Properties and relations as particulars 77
1 Arguments for Particularism 79
11 Particularism and the Problem of Universals 82
111 The incoherence of Particularism 86

ParT Turee PARTICULARS

9 Are particulars reducible to universals? 89
1 The Identity of Indiscernibles 91
11 Another argument against the Bundle theory 97
1 Two further objections 98
10 The Lockean account of particulars 102
1 Unsound criticisms of the Lockean account 103

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521280334
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-28033-4 - Nominalism and Realism: Universals and Scientific
Realism, Volume I

D. M. Armstrong

Table of Contents

More information

Contents ix

11 What is the relation between substratum and
properties ? 104
11 Another infinite regress 106

11 Particulars and universals
1 The properties of a particular are not related to that

particular 108
11 Are there two senses of the word “identity” ? 111
11 States of affairs 113
1v Particularizing universals 116
v Particularity and spatio-temporal position 18

v1 Particularity and spatio-temporal position (continued) 122

12 A world-hypothesis 126
The argument of Volume II 133
Glossary of terms used and principles formulated 136
Works cited 141
Index to Volume I 145

Volume I1: A Theory of Universals

The argument of Volume I I

Part Four PREDICATES AND UNIVERSALS

13 Relations between predicates and universals

1 Empiricism and universals 7

11 Predicates without universals 9

111 Universals without predicates 12

1v Types of predicate I4
14 Rejection of disjunctive and negative universals

I Rejection of disjunctive universals 19

1t Rejection of negative universals 23

15 Acceptance of conjunctive universals

1 Why conjunctive universals must be admitted 30
11 The notions of whole and part 36
11 Strictly universal predicates and truth-functions 39

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521280334
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-28033-4 - Nominalism and Realism: Universals and Scientific
Realism, Volume I

D. M. Armstrong

Table of Contents

More information

'Y Contents

16 The identification of universals
1 Identity-conditions for universals 43
11 Where do we start? 47

17 Diferent semantic correlations between predicates and
universals 53

Part Five PROPERTIES AND RELATIONS

18 Properties

1 Are all monadic universals properties ? 61
11 Simple and complex properties 67
11 Unstructural and structural properties 68
1v Two types of structural property 70
v Numbers and properties 71
19 Relations 75
1 Relations and instantiation 76
11 Relational properties 78
111 Relational Realism 80
1v Internal and external relations 84
v What relations are there? 88
vi Particulars are never reflexively related 91
vii Final remarks on relations 93

Part Six THE ANALYSIS OF RESEMBLANCE

20 The resemblance of particulars 95
1 The resemblance of particulars 96
11 An epistemological difficulty 98
11 Sense-data and resemblance 99

21 The resemblance of universals (I):
criticism of received accounts 101
1 Reduction of the resemblance of universals to
propositions about particulars 102

11 The resemblance of universals as common properties
of universals 10§

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521280334
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-28033-4 - Nominalism and Realism: Universals and Scientific
Realism, Volume I

D. M. Armstrong

Table of Contents

More information

Contents xi

111 The resemblance of universals as the relations of

universals 108
1v Determinables and determinates 111
v Scepticism about the resemblance of universals 113
22 The resemblance of universals (II): a new account 116
1 Determinables are not universals 117
11 A solution in terms of partial identity 120
111 The solution extended to colours 124
1v Homogeneous classes of universals 127
v The Laws of Nature as linking homogeneous classes
of universals 129
v1 Predicates and universals again 130

Part Seven HIGHER-ORDER UNIVERSALS

23 Higher-order properties 133
1 Second-order properties 134
11 The Principle of Order Invariance 141
111 Do second-order properties have properties? 143
1v Higher-order relational properties 146

24 Higher-order relations

1 Causality and nomic connection 148
11 Other second-order relations ? 157
11 Do second-order relations fall under universals? 159
1v Epistemological problems 162
In conclusion 167
Glossary of terms used and principles formulated 169
Works cited 177
Index to Volumes I and II 183

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521280334
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org



